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Sermons for the Month of May 
DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 


THE PETITIONS IN THE LITANY OF THE 
SACRED HEART 


VII. Heart or Jesus, GLOowING FURNACE OF CHARITY 


“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with thy whole heart, and 
with thy whole soul, and with thy whole strength” (Deut. vi, 5). 
This is the first and most important of all God’s commandments, 
for it sums up all those that concern our relation to Almighty God. 
In the Old Testament this law was laid down clearly to the chosen 
people; but in the New Testament our Divine Master repeated it in 
almost the same words :—“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with 
thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with thy whole 
mind,” adding: “This is the greatest and the first commandment” 
(Matt. xxii, 37, 38). According to this commandment, therefore, 
we must love God, not as we love any created thing or any of our 
fellow mortals, but with a love surpassing all other love. Is this 
easy? At first sight, it seems to be very difficult, for God is a 
spirit, invisible and incomprehensible, and we love what we can 
perceive by means of our senses, and do not easily rise above 
them. On the other hand, man’s whole nature impels him not only 
to acknowledge God’s existence, but also to love Him. St. Augus- 
tine has expressed this fact very beautifully in the words: “Man, 
a portion of Thy creation, desireth to love Thee, O Lord, and Thou 
dost arouse this desire, so that praising Thee may be his delight; 
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because Thou didst create us for Thyself, and our hearts are 
restless until they find rest in Thee” (Conf. I, 1). St. Augustine, 
a profound thinker, writes thus in the first book of his Confessions, 
which would perhaps be better called his Praises, since in it he 
praises God for all the benefits bestowed on him throughout life. 
Yes, God is indeed our supreme Good, and so we must love Him 
beyond everything, and He has made it easy for us, by conferring 
upon us many benefits, and by giving us an example of the love 
that is required, even the Sacred Heart of Jesus, who loved His 
heavenly Father more than any created being could love Him. 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus loved God, His heavenly Father, 
more than any man or any created being could love. It is always 
somewhat difficult for us to love God, being invisible, more than 
anything else, and we have to rely upon our good will, not upon 
our feelings of affection. If any one of you loses a dear relative, a 
good friend, or even a valuable possession, you may feel more 
sensible sorrow than you do in thinking about the evil of mortal 
sin. But nevertheless you can love God above all things, if you 
are resolved to give up your dearest earthly possession, your 
best loved friend or relative, rather than offend Him by a mortal 
sin. This is what our Saviour demanded of His disciples when 
He said: “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daughter more than me, 
is not worthy of me” (Matt. x, 37). 

How can we attain to such a love as this? By recognizing more 
and more how beautiful God is, and how worthy of our love; by 
remembering that He is our Supreme Good, and has bestowed the 
greatest benefits upon us, and forgiven us innumerable sins and 
offences. We can perceive His beauty and majesty from His 
works; hence the Psalmist exclaims in amazement: “O Lord, our 
Lord, how admirable is Thy name in the whole earth, for Thy 
magnificence is elevated above the heavens!” (Ps. viii, 2). 

Inflamed by this love of God, King David calls upon all creation, 
things animate and inanimate alike, to praise God: “Praise ye the 
Lord from the heavens, praise ye Him in the high places; praise 
ye Him, all His angels; praise ye Him, all His hosts; praise ye Him, 
O sun and moon; praise Him, all ye stars and light” (Ps. cxlviii, 
1-3). All creatures, beautiful as they may be, are of no impor- 
tance; they exist only to give honor to God, their Creator; and we 
ought to love Him above all things. 
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We love our benefactors, and love them more in proportion to 
the greatness of the benefits that we receive from them, and in 
proportion, too, to our capacity for perceiving and appreciating 
these benefits. Who is our greatest benefactor? Undoubtedly it 
is God—His love for us is more than any other, and, therefore, 
our love for Him should, as far as may be, be proportionate to it. 

Let us go a step further. The angels, being pure spirits, know 
more than we do. They can perceive better than our limited un- 
derstanding enables us to perceive, both the beauty of created things, 
and the goodness and beauty of their Creator. Hence heaven is 
always resounding with their praises, as St. John tells us in the 
Apocalypse (Ch. v), and these praises are the expression of their 
boundless love. 

They love God also for the same reason more than we can love 
Him, having received still greater benefits from Him and being 
more closely united with Him. They surpass us in wisdom and 
power, but these are gifts bestowed upon them by God; having 
successfully endured the test applied to them, they enjoy the beatific 
vision without interruption, and know that they are united with 
Him for all eternity and will be led on by Him from knowledge to 
knowledge, and from bliss to bliss. ‘They shall be inebriated with 
the glory of thy house, and thou shalt make them drink of the 
torrent of thy pleasure” (Ps. xxxv, 9). Hence they are completely 
filled with love of God, and this love is the motive of all their 
activity. 

Can there be anything beyond this? Can a still greater love 
exist? Yes, indeed, the love of the Sacred Heart. If love of God 
proceeds from knowledge of Him, how great must be our Lord’s 
love of His Heavenly Father! His knowledge of God is not im- 
perfect, for it is not derived, as ours is, from the beauty and 
goodness of things perceptible to our senses and our own intellect; 
He does not know Him as the angels do, though their knowledge 
far surpasses ours, but He has known God from the beginning, hav- 
ing always, as Son of God, enjoyed the beatific vision, and because 
His Heart is the Heart of the Second Person of the most blessed 
Trinity. 

If love springs from benefits received, the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
must love God more than all created beings, because Christ’s 
human nature, His Body and His immortal Soul are personally 
united with the Eternal Word, the second person of the Godhead, 
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since He, too, received from His heavenly Father the fulness of 
all grace. At His Baptism in the Jordan, God spoke from heaven, 
saying: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” 
(Matt. iii, 17). 

This boundless love of God, felt by the Sacred Heart, was re- 
vealed in our Lord’s life of self-sacrifice on earth. St. Paul says 
of Him, quoting the words of the Psalmist: ‘““When He cometh 
into the world, He saith: ‘Sacrifice and oblation thou wouldest not; 
but a body thou hast fitted to me: holocausts for sin did not please 
thee. Then I said: Behold I come; in the head of the book it is 
written of me, that I should do thy will, O God’” (Hebr. x, 5-7; 
Cf. Ps. xxxix, 7, 8). 

This indescribable love found its fullest expression when our 
Lord died on the Cross, accepting this death freely in order to re- 
store to His heavenly Father the honor of which sin had deprived 
Him. “I have glorified Thee on earth,” said our Lord not long 
before His death, “I have finished the work which Thou gavest me 
to do” (John xvii, 4). 

We often compare love with fire; and the emotion, called forth by 
love really makes our hearts beat quicker, and sends the blood 
more rapidly through our veins. We grow warm, we burn and 
glow with love, as we say. Our Saviour Himself used this simile 
when He said: “I am come to cast fire on the earth, and what will I 
but that it be kindled?” (Luke xii, 49). The angels and saints are 
on fire with love of God; we read of St. Philip Neri that he was filled 
with such intense love when he prayed, that his breast expanded, 
so as to leave more room for the violent beating of his heart. 
Saints even here on earth feel overpowering love of God, and, 
among the angels, the Seraphim derive their very name from their 
burning love, but the Sacred Heart of Jesus burned with yet more 
ardent affection day by day, and minute by minute. In the Canticle 
of Canticles the bride extols her love, saying: “Love is strong as 
death, jealousy is hard as hell, the lamps thereof are fire and flames. 
Many waters cannot quench charity, neither can the floods drown it” 
(viii, 6, 7). This is how the love of the Sacred Heart manifested 
itself. We generally represent that Heart surrounded by flames, 
but they are inadequate to express its love, for the Heart of Jesus 
is a very furnace of love, whence flames issue on all sides, so as to 
set the whole world on fire with love of God, our highest Good. 

Every action performed by our Lord on earth, every step that 
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He took, every word that He spoke, was motived by His love of 
His heavenly Father. As He says: “Therefore doth the Father 
love Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. No 
man taketh it away from Me, but I lay it down of Myself, and 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. 
This commandment have I received of My Father” (John x, 17, 18). 
His Heart was so inflamed with love as to be at last consumed by it, 
as a holocaust on the altar of the Cross. He shuddered with fear 
on the Mount of Olives, and prayed: “Father, if Thou wilt, remove 
this chalice from Me.” But the fire of love, which moved His 
Heart so much that His Sacred Blood flowed from His Face and 
from every part of His Body, demanded the sacrifice of His Will, 
and He added to His touching prayer the words: “but yet not My 
will, but Thine be done” (Luke xxii, 42). Sufferings of all kinds 
followed in rapid succession, the betrayal of Judas, the flight of 
the Apostles, the sentence of the unjust judges, the cruelty of the 
executioners, the scorn and ridicule of His enemies; yet the love of 
His Heart burned on, and the flame shone brighter as a sacrifice to 
His Father. It was His will to appear to be forsaken even by this 
Father, in order that thus the sacrifice might be rendered more 
complete. All sensible consolation had failed Him when at the 
ninth hour He cried: “My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me?” (Matt. xxvii, 46). The hour of death arrived, and once 
more He cried with a loud voice: “Father, into Thy hands I com- 
mend My spirit”; and saying this He gave up the ghost (Luke 
Xxill, 46). 

If we stand by a fire, we are sure to be warmed by it, and, in the 
same way, if, as faithful Christians, we draw near in meditation to 
the furnace of Christ’s love, our hearts must also glow with lov: of 
His and our Father. Jesus taught us to pray, saying: “Our 
Father, . . . hallowed be Thy Name.” He could say: “The zeal 
of Thy house hath eaten me up” (Ps. Ixviii, 10), may this zeal con- 
sume us, too, that we may work for Thine honor. “Thy kingdom 
come,” the kingdom that Jesus struggled to wrest from Satan and 
hell. “Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven”; as it was 
done by Jesus, and with the same pure intention and the same zeal 
for Thine honor, may it be done by us. We pray thus as we kneel 
before the Sacred Heart, concealed in the Blessed Sacrament. 
May its fervent love melt the ice that surrounds our selfish, sinful 
hearts, may it inflame them, cold and indifferent as they are, with 
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glowing ardor, so that we may really mean what we say, when we 
sing: “To Jesus’ Heart, all burning, with fervent love of men, my 
heart with fondest yearning, shall raise its joyful strain.” 

Millions of souls, once cold, have been set on fire by this glowing 
furnace of charity and have become saints on earth and are now 
glorious in heaven. Why should not we do the same? Have we 
not sense enough to realize God’s goodness? Might the. prophet 
say of us: “The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s 
crib, but Israel hath not known me, and my people hath not under- 
stood” (Is. I, 3) Are our wills not free? Cannot we be roused 
to enthusiasm? “I will draw them with the cords of Adam, with 
the bands of love” (Osee xi, 4). Everything calls, attracts and 
draws us to God; therefore let us love Him above all things, with 
all our strength, soul and mind, thus following the example of the 
most sweet Heart of Jesus. Amen. 
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SERMONS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MASS 


BY THE REV. FREDERICK REUTER 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
FRoM SUFFERING TO Joy 


What sorrow must not have filled the hearts of the Apostles, 
my children, when they began to realize the meaning of Jesus’ 
strange words: “A little while, and you shall not see Me; and again 
a little while, and you shall see Me; because I go to the Father.” 
That Jesus, Who had been their support in trial, Who had conferred 
on them the power of miracles, Who had died on the Cross, and, 
though they had deserted Him, had met them on the same footing 
as before,—that Jesus was going to leave them,—He would be 
with them in bodily presence no longer! But this was not all 
that our Blessed Lord told His Apostles. He went on to say: 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, that you shall lament and weep, but 
the world shall rejoice; and you shall be made sorrowful, but 
your sorrow shall be turned into joy.” If the disciples wished to 
prove themselves worthy of their Master, then they were to follow 
in His footsteps. As it was only by suffering and humiliation that 
Jesus attained His glory, so they could not reach heaven by any 
other path than the one He had trod. And so it is to-day, my chil- 
dren. Those who wish to follow Christ must be tried in the 
crucible of suffering. Sacrifice in one way or another is the teach- 
ing of faith; self-indulgence, the principle of the world. Choose 
your course: Do you wish to receive from Christ the rewards He 
promises to self-sacrifice? Or would you rather follow the maxims 
of the world and adopt its principle of self-gratification? 

In the time of the Emperor Hadrian, St. Symphorosa and her 
seven sons were brought before the dread tribunal to answer to the 
charge of being Christians. At first the emperor tried to gain the 
favor of the mother by flattering words—he promised the pleasures 
of the world to herself and family if she would renounce the foolish 
religious sect to which she belonged. But, skilfully uttered com- 
pliments and promises of worldly prosperity were alike unable to 
make an impression on that staunch heart. As a result, she was 
given over to the torturers. Her courage never failed under their 
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barbarous treatment. She seemed immune to blows and stripes. 
Not even when she was suspended by the hair of her head did she 
utter a cry of pain. At last, she was drowned in the depths of the 
Tiber, and her seven sons, faithful to the precepts of their heroic 
mother, followed her to death. 

Of what account was the wealth and honor offered by the Em- 
peror Hadrian to St. Symphorosa, in comparison with the heavenly 
joys that awaited her? Oh, my children, the pleasures of this world 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory to come! Why 
should we then give way to a sinful momentary delight and thus 
risk our eternal welfare? The joy the sinner experiences lasts but 
a short while. Disappointment will follow; it must follow. Yet 
God is so good to us that He often afflicts us when we a~- in the 
midst of sinful enjoyment,—not to revenge Himself on us, but 
simply to make us return to Him. 

St. Norbert, when already raised to the office of sub-deacon, 
lived a life of unrestrained pleasure. He even refused any higher 
orders in the Church, for fear his enjoyments would be curtailed. 
One day, bent on pleasure as usual, he started on horseback to a 
neighboring town. Overtaken by a terrible thunderstorm, he could 
find no refuge anywhere, so he was obliged to ride on. Suddenly 
a streak of lightning knocked him senseless to the ground. After 
a long time he regained consciousness, only to remember the purpose 
of his journey, and to feel that his sad plight was a punishment from 
Almighty God. With these thoughts in his mind, he cried out in the 
words of St. Paul: “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” To 
which a voice replied: “Turn away from evil and do good; seek 
after peace and pursue it.” 

This was the turning-point of Norbert’s life. Forsaking all 
pleasures, he gave himself up to the practice of self-denial. Later, 
he became an archbishop and the founder of a strict religious order. 

What will it profit you, my children, if you are rich in the 
world’s goods, but poor in God’s grace and friendship? What 
will it profit you to be gifted with the brightest intellect ever 
bestowed on a human being, if you surrender your brilliant facul- 
ties to the dominion of the devil? On the other hand, though you 
should be the poorest beggar walking the streets to-day, if you enjoy 
God’s grace, you possess the needful essential for happiness. 

Among the companions of St. Francis there was one, by name 
Brother Juniper, remarkable for his simplicity. No one ever saw 
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him.angry no matter what humiliations were heaped upon him. 
One day, passing along the street with St. Francis, he was accosted 
by a man who had been his companion in youth, but who now was 
irreligious and ungodly. With contempt he called Brother Juni- 
per a fool for having left the world. As this appelation only made 
the good brother laugh, the man retaliated by every abusive word 
that came to his mind. Brother Juniper, still smiling, and taking up 
the ends of his cassock as though carrying something, said: “Come, 
—do not be so sparing with those precious stones. Throw me some 
more.” So the good brother regarded the insults and injuries he 
met with as precious stones with which to purchase heaven. 

A noble courage it is that a soldier shows, who keeps advancing 
in battle, even in the face of death. Far nobler, however, is 
the courage of the youth who proceeds ever onward in the battle 
of life.—onward in spite of the passions warring in his heart, and 
silently but strongly opposing his every step,—onward, in spite of 
the raillery and mockery of his companions, the allurements of 
pleasure, the applause of the world,—onward, in spite of the daily 
desertions that he witnesses in the ranks about him. Such a soldier 
on life’s battlefield deserves the crown of glory which he shall 
assuredly win from the Hands of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 





FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
How To SERVE Gop CHEERFULLY 


The sad words spoken by our Lord to the Apostles, recorded in 
last Sunday’s Gospel, my dear children, are repeated again to-day, 
and an additional thought is added: “It is expedient for you that I 
go, for if I go not, the Paraclete will not come to you.” Much 
attached as the Apostles were to Jesus, it was only natural that 
when he told them of the coming separation, they were heartsore 
and distressed. Thereupon, He rebuked them for their sadness, but 
He offered no word of chiding for their deep affection. 

This should be a lesson for us, my dear children. We should 
love our Divine Saviour with all the ardor of our hearts,—we 
should serve him with all the earnestness of our love,—yet that 
love and service should never make us tend to sadness. “The Lord 
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loveth a cheerful giver.” Holy Scripture itself tells us “Rejoice in 
the Lord, and be not sad, for the joy of the Lord is our strength.” 
It behooves us then to be bright and cheerful in God’s service that 
thus we may lure other hearts also to give Him praise. 

St. Macarius, a holy anchorite of the desert, sometimes left his 
cell to visit his brethren throughout the different parts of Egypt, 
that from their example he might learn to serve God with greater 
perfection. On one occasion, he and another brother happened to 
be crossing the Nile with two officers of the imperial army. The 
latter, attended by all the luxury befitting their state, descried at the 
other end of the boat the two holy men, shabbily attired but appar- 
ently exceedingly happy. Amazed at such content amid the direst 
poverty, one of the officers, going over to where they sat, said to 
them: “You appear to be happy although you seem to be very poor.” 
“You are right,” they responded, “we are happy; but if we are 
made content by having forsaken the world’s pleasures, how mis- 
erable must they be who live slaves to its enticements.” 

So strong an impression did these earnest words make on the 
officer that, as soon as he returned home, he discarded his rich 
garments, gave all he had to the poor, and, leaving the world, spent 
the rest of his days in prayer and solitude. 

The greatest saints, my children, were always cheerful. 
St. Aloysius and St. Stanislaus, though very pious, never avoided 
the society of their fellow-students, but rather were eagerly 
sought by them. So ought you be—pleasant and cheerful to all your 
associates ; no gloomy faces, no sad looks, just because you are try- 
ing to practise a little penance. Remember to serve God joyfully, 
for that is the kind of service He craves from His children. 

In the first centuries of the Church, Peter, a Christian child, six 
years old, was awakened one morning to be told that he was 
to be beheaded that day with his father. Strong in grace, and eager 
to suffer for Christ, he expressed his joy at the good news, and, 
robing himself in his finest garments, he went forth, ready for the 
sacrifice. The headless body of his father met his gaze; but, 
undaunted by the sight, he calmly knelt down and prayed beside the 
corpse; then, loosening his collar, he presented his neck for the 
stroke. Soon his pure soul winged its flight to heaven. 

If mere children have thus joyfully faced torture and death for 
the sake of Christ, how comes it that we look for sympathy in our 
small trials,—that we even begrudge the trifling penances we inflict 
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on ourselves? Oh! let us be more generous in the future! Let 
us not give way to discontent and unhappiness because of our little 
sufferings. Let us rather ask God, with a joyful generous spirit, 
for greater trials to be borne for His love! 

St. Pacificus, even as a little boy, often wondered why so many 
people devoted their lives so entirely to worldly affairs to the ex- 
clusion of heavenly interests. “How foolish they are!” he used to 
say. “They allow their hearts to cling to those temporal things 
which to-morrow perhaps they must leave forever!” When the 
devil tried to tempt him to sin by filling his mind with bad thoughts, 
the holy child drove away the tempter with the words: “Never will 
I do such a thing! Do you think I want to lose my cheerfulness of 
mind in this world, and lose heaven in the next? No, I will never 
place myself in that danger.” 

Like St. Pacificus, my dear children, we ought not surrender to 
the seductions of the devil. If we keep our hearts good and pure, 
there is no need of giving way to sadness. Let every one see by the 
cheery aspect of our countenances that we are God’s own children, 
content to work joyfully for Him during our short day here,— ~ 
content in the hope that we shall rest in the shadow of His Presence 
forevermore! 





FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
PRAYER 


My dear Children: How tenderly our good Lord exhorts His dis- 
ciples to resort to prayer when in any pressing necessity! How 
lovingly He assures them: “Amen I say to you, if you ask the 
Father anything in My name, He will give it you.” And are 
not we His disciples, His followers, my children, just as truly as if 
we were accompanying Him over the hills and valleys of Judea? If 
this is true, then why should we not also turn to the One who will 
prove our Comforter, our Sustainer, in all our difficulties? 

If you want anything very badly, my children, do you not imme- 
diately go to father or mother with your request? And the ex- 
perience of your young lives tells you that sometimes you have 
gained your desire, but often you have been refused. Your 
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parents, who have your welfare so much at heart, sometimes answer 
your pleading tones with the words: “No, you cannot have what you 
wish. You do not need that now, my child. It would be harmful 
instead of beneficial to you.” And perhaps you go away disheart- 
ened. 

Our Lord occupies a similar place in our regard. He is our 
tender Father, to whom we turn in our afflictions—and as His home 
is heaven, we must needs raise heart and mind to Him, addressing 
Him in that sweet communion we call prayer. And we must all 
pray, my children. Those who do not, run a great risk of losing 
their souls. God is only too willing to come to our assistance, if 
we ask Him in the right way. 

Whilst on a journey one day, St. Ignatius and some of his com- 
panions hired a peasant to carry their baggage, as they were travel- 
ling on foot. He proved to be a very ignorant, impatient man, and 
the good priests often had to reprove him for the profane language 
he constantly used. Whenever the little party: arrived at an inn, 
the fathers retired to a room and devoted themselves to prayer, while 
the peasant slept on a bench near the fire. However, noticing the 
happy faces of the holy priests as they prayed, the poor man began 
to think it was probably because of their fervor that they were so 
good and happy. So he determined to do as they did. It was not 
long before it was remarked that the peasant was giving up his evil 
habits one by one, and soon he was a changed man. See what the 
result of fervent prayer was, in this case, my children. 

But you will say, “God knows our needs, why then must we ask 
for them?” Because a good father always likes his children to 
place implicit confidence in him,—to come to him for all their 
wants. In like manner, our Heavenly Father seeks the confidence 
.of his creatures. If we turn to God with a holy, childlike sim- 
plicity, our prayers will surely be efficacious. 

One morning, a poor widow said to her little ones: “My chil- 
dren, I haven’t anything to give you to-day for breakfast. There 
isn’t a loaf of bread in the house. Go and ask God in His mercy 
to help us.” Disconsolate, and not knowing what to do in her 
distress, the poor mother prepared her little ones for school as 
usual. One boy immediately sought the church, and, entering, 
went up to the high altar. Not perceiving any one in the dimly 
lighted church, he began to pray aloud: “O good Father who art in 
Heaven, hear my prayer to-day. We poor children have nothing 
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to eat. Send us something that we may not die.” When he had 
finished his humble childlike petition, he went to school as his 
mother had directed him. On his return home, he was surprised to 
see a large loaf of bread on the table. “O mother,” he cried joyfully, 
“God has heard my prayer.” ‘Yes, in His own good way,” replied 
the mother. “When you were kneeling at the foot of the altar this 
morning, there happened to be in the church a pious lady whom you 
did not see. She, hearing your prayer, was inspired by God ‘to 
bring us these good things.” 

’ Prayer without devotion, my children, is displeasing to God and is 
of no avail, for He Himself once said: “These people honor Me with 
their lips but their heart is far from Me.” Whenever St. Francis 
entered a church, he thus communed with himself: “Worldly and 
frivolous thoughts, stay at the door till I return again.” Then he 
prayed as though he were alone on earth. In fact, his devotion is 
said to have been so great that he did not know what distraction 
meant. 

My dear boys and girls, you know that if you want to enter a 
house that is locked, you must use a key, so if you desire to enter 
God’s beautiful House—Heaven—you must use prayer, for prayer 
is the key of Heaven. Morning, noon, and night, do not neglect to 
pray. Above all, have recourse to God when you are beset by 
temptations. Finally, in the last critical moment of your life, turn 
your thoughts heavenward, and implore the sweet Virgin Mother 
that, as you have honored her Divine Son in life, so you may be 
united with her in singing His praises for all eternity. 





SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE ASCENSION 
THE Spirit oF TRUTH 


According to our Lord’s sacred words, my dear children, the 
Paraclete is the Spirit of Truth: “When the Paraclete cometh 
whom I will send from the Father, the Spirit of Truth who pro- 
ceedeth from the Father, He shall give testimony of Me.” As the 
Holy Ghost, then, was to be the Spirit of Truth for the Apostles, 
so He must be for us. We must love the truth, and avoid nothing 
more than the spirit of deception and lies. The Christian whose 
heart is the temple of the Holy Ghost should make that heart a fit 
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parents, who have your welfare so much at heart, sometimes answer 
your pleading tones with the words: “No, you cannot have what you 
wish. You do not need that now, my child. It would be harmful 
instead of beneficial to you.” And perhaps you go away disheart- 
ened. 

Our Lord occupies a similar place in our regard. He is our 
tender Father, to whom we turn in our afflictions,—and as His home 
is heaven, we must needs raise heart and mind to Him, addressing 
Him in that sweet communion we call prayer. And we must all 
pray, my children. Those who do not, run a great risk of losing 
their souls. God is only too willing to come to our assistance, if 
we ask Him in the right way. 

Whilst on a journey one day, St. Ignatius and some of his com- 
panions hired a peasant to carry their baggage, as they were travel- 
ling on foot. He proved to be a very ignorant, impatient man, and 
the good priests often had to reprove him for the profane language 
he constantly used. Whenever the little party- arrived at an inn, 
the fathers retired to a room and devoted themselves to prayer, while 
the peasant slept on a bench near the fire. However, noticing the 
happy faces of the holy priests as they prayed, the poor man began 
to think it was probably because of their fervor that they were so 
good and happy. So he determined to do as they did. It was not 
long before it was remarked that the peasant was giving up his evil 
habits one by one, and soon he was a changed man. See what the 
result of fervent prayer was, in this case, my children. 

But you will say, “God knows our needs, why then must we ask 
for them?” Because a good father always likes his children to 
place implicit confidence in him,—to come to him for all their 
wants. In like manner, our Heavenly Father seeks the confidence 
of his creatures. If we turn to God with a holy, childlike sim- 
plicity, our prayers will surely be efficacious. 

One morning, a poor widow said to her little ones: “My chil- 
dren, I haven’t anything to give you to-day for breakfast. There 
isn’t a loaf of bread in the house. Go and ask God in His mercy 
to help us.” Disconsolate, and not knowing what to do in her 
distress, the poor mother prepared her little ones for school as 
usual. One boy immediately sought the church, and, entering, 
went up to the high altar. Not perceiving any one in the dimly 
lighted church, he began to pray aloud: “O good Father who art in 
Heaven, hear my prayer to-day. We poor children have nothing 














HE hgh EIT TIE 

















SERMONS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MASS 639 


to eat. Send us something that we may not die.” When he had 
finished his humble childlike petition, he went to school as his 
mother had directed him. On his return home, he was surprised to 
see a large loaf of bread on the table. “O mother,” he cried joyfully, 
“God has heard my prayer.” “Yes, in His own good way,” replied 
the mother. “When you were kneeling at the foot of the altar this 
morning, there happened to be in the church a pious lady whom you 
did not see. She, hearing your prayer, was inspired by God to 
bring us these good things.” 

’ Prayer without devotion, my children, is displeasing to God and is 
of no avail, for He Himself once said: “These people honor Me with 
their lips but their heart is far from Me.” Whenever St. Francis 
entered a church, he thus communed with himself: “Worldly and 
frivolous thoughts, stay at the door till I return again.” Then he 
prayed as though he were alone on earth. In fact, his devotion is 
said to have been so great that he did not know what distraction 
meant. . 

My dear boys and girls, you know that if you want to enter a 
house that is locked, you must use a key, so if you desire to enter 
God’s beautiful House—Heaven—you must use prayer, for prayer 
is the key of Heaven. Morning, noon, and night, do not neglect to 
pray. Above all, have recourse to God when you are beset by 
temptations. Finally, in the last critical moment of your life, turn 
your thoughts heavenward, and implore the sweet Virgin Mother 
that, as you have honored her Divine Son in life, so you may be 
united with her in singing His praises for all eternity. 





SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE ASCENSION 
THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH 


According to our Lord’s sacred words, my dear children, the 
Paraclete is the Spirit of Truth: “When the Paraclete cometh 
whom I will send from the Father, the Spirit of Truth who pro- 
ceedeth from the Father, He shall give testimony of Me.” As the 
Holy Ghost, then, was to be the Spirit of Truth for the Apostles, 
so He must be for us. We must love the truth, and avoid nothing 
more than the spirit of deception and lies. The Christian whose 
heart is the temple of the Holy Ghost should make that heart a fit 
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abiding place for the Divinity, and this can be accomplished in no 
better way than by the avoidance of all falsehood. Yet, notwith- 
standing this, it is an unfortunate fact that many Christians allow 
the spirit of deception to creep into their very lives and become a 
part of their existence. Rich and poor, high and low alike, hesi- 
tate not to tell untruths, because they consider the evil of so little 
consequence. But have you not often heard Satan called the 
father of lies? Way back in the ages long since passed away, he 
began his wicked work—Adam and his posterity forfeited their 
right to the kingdom of heaven because he believed Satan’s de- 
ceitful tongue. A liar, then, is simply a tool of the evil spirit, be- 
cause such a one actually does the devil’s work. And would you, 
my dear children, desire for one instant to be classed among the 
children of Satan? Then avoid the telling of lies, so hurtful to 
your own soul and to the souls of others. All the saints have de- 
tested even the first workings of deception. 

There was once a young girl who, like many others of her age 
and sex, was so very fond of fine dresses that she hoarded her 
hard-earned money with this one ambition—to purchase costly 
wearing apparel. One day she bought for this purpose goods that 
cost her four dollars a yard. Her father on seeing the material 
and knowing nothing about its price, asked her the cost. Fearing 
a stern rebuke for such useless expenditure of money, the girl re- 
plied, “A dollar a yard.” 

Somewhat later, while the young girl was absent from home, a 
peddler came to the door offering his wares for sale. Seeing the 
fine material, he inquired what price had been paid for it, and on 
being informed “a dollar a yard,’ he immediately offered two 
dollars a yard for the whole piece. Considering that he was making 
an exceptional bargain for his daughter, the good father let the 
peddler have it without another word. When his daughter re- 
turned home he told her what he had done, adding that now she 
could purchase a far better dress for herself. But on hearing the 
words the girl, greatly troubled in conscience, revealed to her 
father all her previous deception. Angry with her for her false- 
hood, the father had no word of sympathy for her distress, as he 
regarded her punishment but too well deserved. 

Even if the evil effects of lying did not exercise a baneful 
influence on the soul, my dear children, yet this vice ought to be 
avoided because of the shame and disgrace attendant upon it. No 
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one will ever trust a person addicted to falsehood. His most 
upright actions will soon be called into question on account of 
the feeling of distrust with which he is regarded. 

Not even in joke, my children, should a lie be uttered. Some- 
times you are so desirous to play a trick on your companions that 
if you cannot gain your object by truth, you will not hesitate to tell 
a falsehood. Lies told in jest often become a more grievous matter 
than we are wont to consider them, or else bring about more serious 
results than we bargain for. 

A man of a fun-loving disposition was once writing a letter at 
his desk, when his little daughter stole up beside him. The child, 
seeing ten bright gold coins lying near her father’s hand, asked 
where they came from. With a little twinkle in his eye he replied: 
“Little-one, don’t you know those bright dollars grow on a bush 
called the gold bush? They are planted in the ground like beans, 
and the plant grows with dollars hanging on the branches.” 

It was only a simple joke that any older mind would not credit, 
but the child believed implicitly every word falling from the lips 
of her father. So while he continued writing, she quietly took the 
money, ran out into the garden, and buried it in the ground. Then 
she joyously returned to his side, saying: “You'll have a fine lot of 
dollars now, father. I planted every one.” 

In consternation the man sprang from his desk. “Come with 
me immediately, child,” he said, “and show me where you put 
them.” Vainly did the little one point out the spot; the gold was 
not to be found. Either she had forgotten the place, or else, some- 
one, seeing her action, had removed it during her absence. This 
shows us, my dear children, what an unlooked-for consequence 
sometimes results from a lie told in jest. 

Even by the heathens this vice was considered despicable. 
Among the Greeks all liars were branded so that others might avoid 
association with them. The Roman Emperor Claudius, too, con- 
sidered liars an abomination. On one occasion, being informed 
that a Roman citizen who had recently died had been noted for 
his lying tongue, Claudius instantly ordered that this man’s home 
should be destroyed and his family banished, so that all re- 
membrance of him might be obliterated. 

Consider, therefore, my children, how detestable lying is. God 
has given you a tongue to chant His praise, to solace your neighbor 
in sorrow, to utter no deceiving word—and you perhaps use that 
tongue to tell untruths! Has it never occurred to you that that 
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tongue which you employ to utter falsehoods has been touched 
time and again with the precious Body of your Lord, that 
He, your God, your All, has rested there when He came to you 
in Holy Communion? 

Therefore, my children, always strive to be truthful, no matter 
what it may cost you, “nothing can need a lie.” Then you, too, 
like the saints, shall ever advance in the way of holiness and truth! 





PENTECOST 
COURAGE FOR THE LOVE OF THE LorD 


My Dear Children:—Next to the tender, heart-touching feast 
of Christmas, and the majestic, glorious one of the Resurrection, 
the feast of to-day, when we celebrate the coming of the Holy 
Ghost upon the Apostles, stands paramount in the Church’s 
calendar of God-given festivals. Our blessed Lord on various 
occasions during His sacred ministry had promised to send the 
Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, to teach His disciples all things and 
bring to their minds whatsoever He had said to them. Not only 
that, but this divinely-sent Spirit would strengthen their courage 
and fortitude in preaching the Gospel, and would induce in their 
hearts the acceptation of death amidst the most excruciating 
torments rather than part with their precious gift of faith. 

But was the Holy Ghost to bestow only on the Apostles His 
inestimable blessings? Not at all, my children. He will grant 
both you and me the same favors to-day if we give Him entrance 
into our hearts. We, too, shall be blessed with the courage of the 
first Christians if we ask this Divine Spirit who “breatheth where 
He will” to come to us as He did to the Apostles of old. 

At the time Father Fernandez was preaching the Gospel to a 
large crowd in a certain city of the Indies, a man approached 
the good priest as if to speak to him, but instead, spat in his 
face. Without saying a word in rebuke, the holy missionary took 
out his handkerchief, wiped his face, and continued his discourse 
as though nothing had happened. Filled with wonder at such 
saintly meekness, those who at first had joined in the vulgar laugh 
could not but admire the patience of the preacher. Among those 
present was a certain learned doctor, who, reflecting on what he 
had seen, said to himself: “Surely, this stranger’s doctrine must 
be true and heavenly, for that which inspires such courage could 
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only come from God.” The sermon being concluded, the doctor 
publicly acknowledged that the preacher’s virtue had convinced 
him of the truth of the Catholic religion. There and then he asked 
to be baptized. Thus was a soul saved, my dear children, through 
the meekness and fortitude bestowed by the Holy Ghost upon this 
good missionary. 

Together with the numerous other gifts conferred on the 
Apostles by the Holy Spirit, was the gift of the love of God. 
Those who before the Crucifixion had deserted our Lord in His 
dire need, “They all leaving Him, fled,” now burned with Divine 
love to go forth and inflame other hearts with the same holy fire. 
Yea, after the coming of the Holy Ghost tortures and death were 
considered by them cheap coin with which to purchase the king- 
dom of heaven. Such marvelous effects had the Third Person of 
the blessed Trinity wrought in their souls! 

At Ozaca, it is related, there once lived two pagan boys, both 
under the age of twelve, who one day entering the church of the 
Christians and going up to the priest, thus addressed him: “Father, 
we desire to be baptized.” Though the priest was fully convinced 
from their clear, definite answers to his questions that they knew 
well the principles of our holy faith, still he thought it advisable 
to make them wait a little longer because of the antagonism of their 
parents to everything Christian. But the boys would brook no 
delay. Throwing themselves on their knees before the holy man, 
they implored him to grant their petition, declaring, “Father, we 
refuse to stir from this spot till you baptize us.” Unable to resist 
their importunity, the priest complied with their request. 

Days passed, yet the parents knew nothing of their children’s 
change of faith. Some time after, however, one of the boys, having 
bought a pious little picture, placed it in his bedroom. No sooner 
had the father seen it than he sent for his son and demanded: 
“Where did you get that picture?” 

“It is the picture of a Christian saint, father,” replied the boy. 

“And what have you to do with such things? You are not a 
Christian !” 

“Yes, father, I am,” came the quick response. 

“What!” exclaimed the enraged man, “you a Christian! If you 
do not instantly adore the idols, I will put you to death!” 

“Father,” answered the child, “you may do as you wish, but 
I will remain a Christian!” 
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Seizing the boy, his infuriated parent stripped off his clothes 
and cruelly beat him with leathern thongs, only taking time now 
and then to demand more savagely than before: “Are you still a 
Christian?” But the brave child could not be made turn traitor 
to his newly-found faith. Though the blood was now flowing 
from his many wounds, he still answered: “Yes, a Christian, and I 
will die such!” Very soon his poor body was mangled from head 
to foot, but he uttered no word of complaint. Even when the cruel 
father presented the child to the gaze of his pitiless family, and the 
only greeting he received was jeers and ridicule, he still remained 
steadfast and patient. By some chance, however, the governor 
of the province heard of the father’s barbarous conduct, and send- 
ing for him, he reproached him publicly, declaring that henceforth 
the boy would be under the emperor’s protection, since this father 
was incapable of exercising parental rights. Thus was this in- 
human father deprived of his child. 

The love for Christ and the strong courage of this mere boy, 
we too need, and need badly, my dear children. Let us then sup- 
plicate the Holy Spirit that He may enkindle in our hearts this 
fire of love, that, like the Apostles and saints of God, we may be- 
come strong in words and example and thus lead other souls to be 
inflamed with Christ’s love. 

The good St. Lucy on being scornfully asked by the governor 
of her city, “Is this the Holy Ghost in you?” calmly replied: “They 
whose hearts are pure are the temples of the Holy Ghost.” “But,” 
persisted the wicked man, “I will cause you to fall into sin, and 
the Holy Ghost will leave you.” To which the virgin responded: 
“And I, remaining faithful to God, will not consent to sin, that 
thus the Holy Spirit may redouble my reward.” 

Then the tyrant had her dragged to a place of infamy. But as 
no power on earth could move the pure virgin to commit sin, she 
was brought back again to her wicked tormentor, to whom she 
said: “You see now that I am the temple of the Holy Ghost, and 
that He protects me. Nothing evil can happen to me unless He 
permits it.” 

Children, let us, like St. Lucy, too, flee from sin. Only thus 
shall we become temples of the Holy Spirit and make ourselves fit 
for everlasting companionship with God, in the kingdom that has 
no end. 
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SHORT SERMONS FOR LOW MASS 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
“A little while and now you shall not see me.”—John xvi, 16. 


In the Gospel that we read to-day our Lord foretold to the 
Apostles His approaching death, and their hearts were filled with 
sorrow at the thought of soon losing Him. He comforted them, 
however, by assuring them that they would see Him again ere long, 
because after three days He would rise from the dead in order to 
ascend to heaven. For a short time the Apostles were to iose Him, 
and after a short time they were to see Him again. Everything 
here on earth, whether sorrowful or joyful, lasts but a little while. 
We ought to take this truth to heart, for it conduces to our eternal 
salvation. 

The life of man is short, and, as the Psalmist says, passes away 
like a breath. When we look forward to the future and make 
plans-in our imagination, life seems long, but year follows year in 
rapid succession, and soon the man who looked forward to a long 
future has to look back upon a long past. He has grown old un- 
awares; he is on the brink of the grave and cannot account for the 
years that are past. An old man, however long he may have lived, 
thinks that his life has been short; and yet, as he looks back, he 
seems to see here and there the graves of those with whom he 
once lived, played, worked, suffered and quarrelled. All have gone 
before him, and life, so short in itself, was shorter still in their 
case. We do not know whether our companions to-day will look 
back on our graves or not. Whether we are to die first, or to out- 
live them, life is always short, and it behooves us to make a good 
use of it. The time of youth is short. How soon does it become 
too late to make good all that has been neglected in one’s early 
years! There is no need of death to convince us of this fact; it 
is enough to reach a more advanced age. Negligence in training 
the hearts and minds of the young often makes them incapable of 
doing right in later years. The short period of youth often decides 
whether the rest of life is to be happy or miserable. Remember 
that, as you grow older, it will be useless to lament over the time 
wasted in your youth, and that all such lamentations are nothing 
but so many charges brought against yourselves. It is sad to have 
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to confess: “I am to blame for all my misfortunes; I would not 
listen to any well-meant advice or warning; I wasted every oppor- 
tunity of doing right; I threw away all my youth and with it my 
whole life.” You should often renew your resolution by God’s 
grace to spend your youth in doing your best to acquire training 
in piety and in useful work. 

Life is short, and short, too, are all our efforts to do much good 
and to adhere firmly to what is right. It is often a hard matter to 
do right, and it is no easy task to persevere and to accomplish this 
or that good work. But our efforts will not last forever, and the 
days of toil, exertion and struggle pass, and when they are gone we 
shall indeed be happy if we can say to ourselves: “By that short 
struggle to please God I have won eternal merit and a reward that 
will never perish.” Many people tell us that life is short, and there- 
fore we ought to enjoy it while it lasts; but this is a foolish remark, 
for what they call enjoying life is really frittering it away un- 
pro‘itably. Just because life is short we ought to work with re- 
doubled energy and try to lay up a store of everlasting merit. Just 
because life is short we ought to suffer with redoubled patience 
whatever trials God sends us. In time of sorrow let us never for- 
get that the hour of agony will pass. The days of cur Lord’s 
Passion, death and burial passed, and what had gone before added 
to the glory of His Resurrection. Under every cross, if it is to win 
us merit, we ought to call to mind the words: “You now indeed 
have sorrow, but... your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no 
man shall take from you” (John xvi, 22). 

Life is short, and it would be the height of folly to cling to it. 
Of course we may enjoy the good things and pleasures of this 
world, for God gives them to us in His incomprehensible kindness, 
but it behooves a Christian to act, as St. Paul says, and delight in 
the things of earth as if he did not delight, 7. e., he ought never to 
set his heart upon them; he may make use of whatever is per- 
mitted, not becoming a slave to it, but always thinking of what is 
eternal. Whoever clings too much to the pleasures and joys of this 
world is preparing for himself a very sad and painful departure 
from them; for everything here lasts but a short time, and sooner 
or later he will have to give up all to which he is now attached. 

Whoever sets his heart on the things of this world must look 
forward to a sorrowful death, for the more his heart clings to 
earth, the more painful will be the wrench, when, after a little 
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while, God requires his soul of him. Life is short, and yet this 
short time is often long enough for us to insult God by committing 
many grievous sins. In a short time we earn for ourselves an 
eternity of pain. How foolish this is! The pleasure afforded by 
sin lasts so short a time, and yet we prefer it to everlasting happi- 
ness. When we are tempted to sin, let us ask ourselves what it 
will profit us to enjoy a deceptive happiness in sin for a few mo- 
ments, hours, days or even years. The excitement of sin soon 
ceases, the false dream vanishes, and nothing remains but unending 
misery and lamentation. Time is short, therefore let us live mind- 
ful of eternity. Let us lift up our hearts above what is earthly 
and temporal; and as time swiftly passes, let us pray to Him, who 
never changes, to give us grace to keep from sin and to make us 
persevere in what is right. Then we, too, shall be able to say with 
joy: “You will see me no more, because I go to the Father.” Amen. 





FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


“Now I go to Him that sent me, and none of you asketh me: ‘Whither 
goest Thou?’’’—John xvi, 5. 


Our Lord announced to His disciples the approaching comple- 
tion of His work of redemption. “Now I go to Him that sent 
me,’—I am about to die, and after My death I shall return to My 
Father, rejoicing at having accomplished the work which I was 
sent into the world to do. You do not realize that this fulfilment 
of My task is fraught with happiness for you; you are only sad be- 
cause I am leaving you, and therefore you do not ask whither I 
am going; you do not consider that I shall be in heaven where I 
am destined, as Man and Redeemer, to sit at My Father’s right 
hand and make intercession for you. 

As Man and Redeemer Jesus has fulfilled His destiny, and how 
much this ought to encourage us to attain to ours! 

Many people live on, year after year, without ever asking: 
“Whither are we going? What is our allotted task?” It is, how- 
ever, man’s privilege to know what his task is, and to exert his free 
will in order to accomplish it. We ought always to keep our end 
in view, so that each day, hour and minute of our life may carry 
us onward towards the glorious goal for which we were created. 
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We are destined for an eternity of happiness. “God will have all 
men to be saved” (I. Tim. ii, 4), says the Apostle, and the happi- 
ness that we are to enjoy is so great that “eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man, what 
things God hath prepared for them that love Him” (I. Cor. ii, 9). 
For such eternal happiness it is surely worth while to abandon and 
renounce the trifling delights of this world, in as far as they are 
sinful. If we could see heaven and all the joys awaiting us there, 
we should ask ourselves, “Why do you care so much about what 
appears pleasant on earth? Why are you discontented when things 
here do not go according to your desires? Cannot you do without 
a few things and deny yourself a little for the sake of obtaining 
such unspeakable bliss? The pleasure that sin affords is a pitiful 
thing, soon passing away and leaving behind it nothing but re- 
morse and shame, and would you barter for it an eternity of hap- 
piness? Your love of comfort, your lukewarmness and indolence 
are mean, miserable things. Why do you care nothing for your 
everlasting rest? You think more of a despicable piece of selfish- 
ness, or a ridiculous display of vanity, or even of indulgence in 
bad temper, than you do of the joys of heaven. You fancy that it 
is impossible to resist this or that craving, and no sooner have you 
yielded to it than you feel, with bitter sorrow, that you have for- 
feited Paradise for a brief, deceptive pleasure. Would that heaven 
and all its joys, would that the happiness for which we are destined, 
were ever before our eyes! We should not sin so recklessly, or 
yield so readily to earth’s allurements, but we should here in this 
world enjoy peace of mind and a good conscience. 

We are destined, as St. Paul says, one day to see God face to 
face, and to know even as we are known, but we shall never be 
worthy to behold Him, unless even now the most ardent desire 
of our heart is to know Him aright. Faith teaches us to know 
God, and without faith no one can hope to go to heaven. May our 
faith remain sacred to us until we draw our last breath. May all 
that we learn and experience be regarded by us in the light of faith, 
1. e., may we refer it all to God, and employ it in learning to know 
Him better. Let us never waver in our faith, and never be in- 
fected with the spirit of worldliness, which cares for everything 
but God. Let us cherish a firm and steadfast faith in God, for thus 
we shall become worthy one day to behold Him and, as the Apostle 
says, to enjoy Him, to find unspeakable happiness in loving Him 
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whose love alone is able fully to satisfy the heart of man. This is 
man’s destiny, this is the highest possible bliss, but this love must 
at least begin on earth, for only a heart that has lived for God in 
this world will live in Him in the world to come. 

Love of God is displayed in obedience to Him. The better we 
love Him, the more ready and joyful will be our obedience. If He 
one day asks us whether we had loved Him on earth, we shall 
answer with gladness proportionate to the humility and fidelity 
with which we have done our duty, to the number of good works 
that we have performed, and to the amount of self-restraint that 
we have practised out of love of Him. The genuineness of our 
love will be proved in this way and by the solidity of the virtues 
that we have acquired; not by the number of fine speeches that we 
have made, or of pious books that we have read. We ought 
to love God not only in word and with our emotions, but in deed 
and in truth. We are destined some day to join the company of 
those blessed spirits, who stand before the throne and never cease 
their worship of God. Let us now prepare ourselves to fulfil this 
glorious duty by means of prayer, for prayer alone will furnish us 
with the grace of faith, will strengthen us to disregard the things of 
earth and to overcome temptations to sin, and will help us to be 
faithful in good works. Thoughtful prayer, proceeding from hearts 
earnestly desirous of salvation, brings us even now closer to God, 
and will some day unite us for ever with Him. Therefore let us 
pray without ceasing, as the Apostle bids us, but pray with a heart 
full of good will really to accomplish the task, for which our prayer 
obtains us strength. 

We know whither our Lord has gone; He is in heaven, preparing 
a place for us. We know, too, whither He wishes us to go—also 
to heaven, to be happy with Him for ever. When in the common- 
place round of our everyday life we are tempted to forget our 
high calling, let us ask ourselves, “Whither ought I to go?” The 
answer will be, “To heaven, by faith, avoidance of sin, a life of 
virtue and incessant prayer.” Amen. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


“Amen, amen, I say to you: if you ask the Father anything in my name, 
He will give it you.”—John xvi, 23. 


The first three days of this week are the Rogation days, when the 
Church reminds us to pray particularly for the crops of all kinds, 
and to pray more especially that the fruit of good works may 
abound in our hearts. Let us be zealous in prayer on these holy 
days and ask God for all that is necessary and conducive to the 
general welfare and also to our own welfare and the salvation of 
our souls. Not only during these three days, but always, ought we 
to bear in mind our Lord’s comforting doctrine that holy Church 
impresses upon us by means of the Rogation days: “If you ask the 
Father anything in my name, He will give it you.” There can be 
nothing more consoling in all circumstances, and whenever we are 
in need of anything, than the certainty that we may go to God 
and ask Him for what we want in the name of Jesus, and for the 
merits of His dearly loved Son, and, provided it is really for our 
good, we are sure to obtain it. Our request is granted through 
Christ’s infinite merits, but it behooves us, too, to do our best to be 
worthy of having our prayers heard. 

If our prayers are to be granted, we must pray with confidence, 
relying upon God’s infinite wisdom, mercy and power, and trusting 
to the infinite efficacy of Christ’s merits. This confidence must be 
heartfelt. Whenever we read the holy Gospels we see what great 
favors our Lord bestowed upon those who really trusted Him, 
when they called upon Him. All sorts of people came to Him—the 
blind, the dumb, and those who had suffered for years from in- 
curable diseases ; humanly speaking there seemed to be no hope of 
cure for such as these, but they asked with confidence, not doubting 
or wavering; they prayed, being fully convinced of our Lord’s 
merciful kindness and power, and it was with joy that they received 
the assurance that their prayer was granted: “Be of good cheer, 
my son, my daughter; thy faith, thy heartfelt confidence hath made 
thee whole.” 

Our prayers are often far too cold and too mechanical, and in the 
depths of our heart we are too apt to give way to cowardly doubts, 
and so we have no right to expect to be heard. 

Our confidence ought to be simple and childlike. Let us not for- 
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get that our Lord said: “Let the little ones come unto me!” Child- 

like simplicity is only too often absent from our prayers, and, in the 

blindness and obstinacy of our hearts, we try to dictate to God, 

instead of simply asking Him for what we want. We require Him 

to act in some particular way, and to help us as we think best. We 

A are often not heard, because there is no humility and no real sub- 
mission to God’s Will in our prayers. We ought to pray like little 
children, asking God to do what in His love and wisdom He sees 
best, although we may think otherwise, and then our prayers are 
sure to be heard, and we shall obtain what is really good for us. 
Our confidence ought to be lively, for life is displayed in activity, 
and where there is no movement there is death. Hence lively con- 
fidence makes us work as well as pray. With regard to temporal 
matters, most people see that it would be useless to pray for our 
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e daily bread if we did not work for it, and useless to pray for 
knowledge and wisdom if we did not exert ourselves to learn; but 
. with regard to the higher gifts of grace it is not everyone who 
c understands that he must do his best to secure them, and not only 
a pray for them. Many ask forgiveness without giving a thought to 
true contrition; many pray for amendment of life, without making 
a the least attempt to improve. They would be pleased if, by means 






of a miracle, God were suddenly to take away from their hearts 
all tendency to sin; but they are not willing to be watchful, and to 
deny and conquer themselves. The prayers of such people seem 
to imply that God ought to prevent them from perishing when they 
rush into occasions of sin, and that He ought to make them more 
pious and virtuous in the midst of the bad company which they 
have no intention of forsaking. They make it impossible for their 
prayers to be heard, and when at last they see that they are sin- 
ners, devoid of all grace, they blame God for it, saying: “I have 
prayed a great deal, and all my prayers have been useless. Hence- 
forth I will give up prayer altogether.” Prayers, unaccompanied 
by honest effort, and made without confidence, are indeed of no 
value; but you ought to give up praying in this way and offer in- 
stead a prayer full of good will, which will penetrate not only to 
the heights of heaven, but also into the depths of your own heart, 
and impel it to act, to struggle, and to overcome. 

Our confidence ought to be Jasting, and then we shall have the 
joy of knowing that our persevering prayers have been heard. 
Man in his impetuosity wishes to carry everything by storm. He 
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hears or reads of some virtue to-day, and wants to possess it per- 
fectly to-morrow. Yet all things in the world grow slowly; growth 
is sure, though unseen. Continue to pray, even though it may seem 
that it is impossible for you to improve; you will gain strength 
imperceptibly, and at last, perhaps after many years, you will be 
able honestly and without vanity to say: “I have made progress.” 
The same applies to everything for which you pray. Do not fancy 
that you need only ask for a thing, and will at once receive it in 
full perfection. You must continue to have confidence in God; 
when you imagine that your prayers have been of no avail, they 
may have effected very much, only the time has not yet come for 
you to see the fulfilment of your request. The harvest, that we see 
in the summer, lies for a long time in the earth as seed; no one can 
look at it, no one knows what is going on, but some secret force is 
acting upon and in the buried grains. God’s fatherly eye is watch- 
ing over them, and His hand is giving them life; God works where 
no man can perceive His action; only persevere in prayer. 

If our confidence is lasting, our prayer will rise up to God every 
day, and our morning and night prayers should be golden chains, 
binding us indissolubly to heaven, and drawing us up whenever in 
the course of our everyday life we sink down in the dust of this 
world. 

As long as life lasts let us persevere in prayer, being full of 
heartfelt, childlike, simple, living and lasting confidence; let us 
pray, trusting absolutely in the merits of Jesus Christ, and then 
some day in heaven we shall realize the fulfilment of our Lord’s 
promise: “If you ask the Father anything in My Name, He will 
give it you.” Amen. 





THE SUNDAY AFTER THE ASCENSION 


“But when the Paraclete cometh, whom I will send you from the Father, 
. .. He shall give testimony of me.”—John xv, 26. 


In to-day’s Gospel our Lord tells His Apostles that they must not 
expect honor, authority, riches, or the goods and pleasures of this 
world as a reward of their faith, but, on the contrary, He reveals 
to them a future full of hardships, contempt and persecution for 
His sake. He is, however, unwilling to leave them as orphans in 
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the world, so, after foretelling much that is painful, He promises 
them sweet and sure consolation. ‘When the Paraclete, the Com- 
forter, cometh, whom I will send you from the Father, He shall 
give testimony of me.” The Holy Ghost is a Comforter to all 
Christians, and not only to the Apostles. Even although we are not 
called upon to suffer what they did, if we try to lead a really good 
life on earth, it will be full of trials and difficulties. 

St. Paul tells us, “All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution” (II. Tim. iii, 12); but, provided that we hold 
fast to the Holy Ghost and His grace, we shall never be without 
some consolation, such as the world is unable to supply, in all the 
circumstances of life. The Holy Ghost alone can give the only 
true kind of consolation in the matter that most concerns our 
eternal salvation. He alone can comfort us by ‘forgiving our sins, 
when we confess them. 

The world has no power to comfort us when we have sinned. 
If it suggests that God will not judge us harshly, owing to His 
goodness and mercy, our own reason and faith should prevent our 
accepting this consolation, for they tell us with absolute certainty, 
“Yes, God is good and merciful, but He is also just.” 

Sometimes the world acknowledges that we ought to make 
reparation for our sins, and so it devises works of penance, and the 
heathen also have inflicted upon themselves fearful and yet absurd 
tortures in order to appease the anger of God; yet we can derive 
no consolation from such self-imposed penalties, for the question 
inevitably presents itself: “Can we determine the conditions on 
which God, when offended, will forgive us? Must not He decide 
what we ought to do to make atonement?” 

If the world seeks to distract us and make us forget our sins by 
dragging us into the vortex of earthly pleasures and amusements, 
there can be no true consolation in thus stifling the voice of 
conscience. For a time we may forget it, but sooner or later the 
hour will come when we shall remember our sins, and they will 
disturb and torture our minds, so that no earthly pleasure and no 
amount of gaiety will ever allay our fears. If we were left to our- 
selves and the world, the thought of our own sinfulness would 
embitter a life otherwise happy, and what misery would await us 
at death! We can never be grateful enough to our Lord for the 
Holy Ghost, the true comforter that He has sent us. He consoles 
us in the Sacrament of Penance whenever we receive it worthily; 
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He comforts us for the sake of Jesus Christ, who, in accordance 
with the will of His heavenly Father, made satisfaction for us 
by His bitter Passion and death. 

For Christ’s sake our sins are really forgiven. Before confession 
our hearts are burdened with the consciousness of guilt and with 
the load of sin that we have laid upon our conscience, but after it 
they are light and joyful. We seem to have cast aside a burden, to 
have for ever done with a sorrowful past, so that we are, as it 
were, born again, looking towards a happier future. Nothing can 
afford so much consolation as the forgiveness of our sins, which 
brings with it the great joy that we are now not merely called God’s 
children, but ave such in deed and in truth. Let us, whenever we 
go to Confession, pray the Holy Ghost to give us this comfort, and 
let us receive the holy Sacrament of Penance with a good will, 
honestly and with contrition. 

But when we have been restored to a state of grace, through the 
Comforter, it behooves us to remain in it by avoiding sin and doing 
right in future. The thought of this duty distresses us, for our 
tendency to sin is very strong, and we are very weak; our 
hindrances in the right way are many, and our power of endurance 
is but slight. How little is the world able to help us, when it is a 
question of doing what is good, and of avoiding what is evil! It 
can only give us a number of fine maxims, of eloquent words and 
well-meant counsels. These serve very well and are quite satis- 
factory as long as we feel in our hearts no temptation and no 
passionate desire to disregard them. But when the storm of passion 
is aroused, the fine words are of no avail, and are quickly forgotten. 
When temptation rages within us, and in our anxiety we think it 
impossible to withstand the evil one, what is the use of all the 
beautiful maxims that we read in worldly books? They vanish like 
soap bubbles, and at the moment of temptation we are exposed to 
sin, helpless and without comfort. The wisdom of the world can 
give us no consolation, none can help us save the Spirit sent us 
by the Eternal Word, for He supplies us with grace and strength. 
At the hour when we have to fight the good fight, He is with us, 
reminding us that what to us is impossible becomes possible by His 
aid. Let us hold fast to His gracious consolation and consoling 
grace; and then we shall succeed in doing what is right and in over- 
coming evil. , 

Let us therefore to-day have recourse to the Holy Ghost, asking 
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Him to work in and with us. Let us promise to co-operate with 
Him to the best of our ability, and then we need have no fear of 
stumbling on the way of salvation, of abandoning what is good or 
of plunging into the abyss of destruction. May the Holy Ghost, 
the Comforter, guide us all safely to eternal comfort and eternal 
salvation. Amen. 





PENTECOST 


“When the days of Pentecost were accomplished, they were all together in 
one place.’—Acts ii, I. 

Our chief task in life is to love Jesus, and for love of Him to 
keep His commandments, and our reward is that He comes to us 
and dwells in us by His grace. We can see how this was the case 
with the first Christian community in Jerusalem, the members of 
which aimed at nothing but at loving Jesus and at proving their 
love by works performed under very great difficulties. It was the 
case, too, with the holy Apostles, and St. Luke has recorded how 
lovingly they labored in spite of much suffering. 

The earliest Christian community after our Lord’s ascension 
assembled in one large room. There were about 120 people 
present, including our Lady and several other women. Tradition 
tells us that they had gathered together to pray in the same room 
where Jesus had presided at the last supper, and where the 
Apostles had subsequently chosen Matthias to take the place of 
Judas, the traitor. 

How beautiful and edifying a sight must this assembly of 
Christians have presented! All were inspired by the same love, 
the same faith and the same zeal in prayer. There was no pride, 
no self-esteem, no vanity; all were full of humility, desiring only 
to receive the Holy Ghost, and by the aid of His grace to lead a 
life fruitful in good works. There was no rivalry, no jealousy, 
no envy and no hatred amongst them, but all were united in 
mutual love, striving to please God and to love Jesus and be loved 
by Him. There was no indifference, no lukewarmness and no in- 
dolence; the example of each encouraged his neighbor and stimu- 
lated him to fresh fervor. All were praying earnestly to Jesus, 
beseeching Him to send them the Holy Ghost, that they might 
have wisdom and power to hold fast to their holy faith themselves, 
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and to make it known to others, either by word of mouth, or by 
the quiet, modest force of example. Such an assembly of men 
and women eager for salvation certainly deserved that the Holy 
Ghost should come down upon them, pouring out the abundance 
of His grace. 

Now, as then in Jerusalem, united effort on the part of many to 
attain to what is good brings down the grace of the Holy Spirit 
upon whole congregations, and, as a consequence of the Com- 
munion of saints, the noblest work that Christians can accomplish, 
provided that they are men of. good will, is to promote not only their 
own salvation, but also that of others, by prayer and a good ex- 
ample. Therefore you may take that gathering of Christians as a 
model; Jesus has gathered you together here, and certainly, if you 
continue to be men and women of good will, His holy Mather 
will be with you as your Mother, just as she then occupied the 
place of honor in the midst of the early Christians. Jesus has 
gathered you together here that you may prepare yourselves by 
prayer and love, revealing itself practically in the discharge of 
your daily duties, for the work of being useful also to others and 
of leading them to salvation. May you all therefore strive with 
one accord, with the same zeal and the same love of God, to attain 
this end. Each one should pray for the others, as the first Christians 
did, encouraging and setting them a good example, and you should 
be of one accord in despising all that is wrong, dishonorable, mean 
and sinful. The Holy Ghost will not withhold His grace if you 
exert yourselves; He will enlighten your hearts more and more 
with the light of faith and of true knowledge; He will make you 
enthusiastic for what is really good, and will equip you with 
Christian prudence, with a gentle but steadfast disposition, and 
with that inward peace that alone can preserve you from a sinful 
and despairing quest of false peace. If men had continued in that 
unity of faith, confidence and love, which our Lord desired His 
disciples to have, they would have escaped much misery, many 
horrible episodes in history would never have occurred, and the 
still more dreadful sense of discord and degradation that weighs 
down the hearts of many at the present day would be unknown. 
It was to do good to the entire world that the Holy Ghost came 
down at Pentecost upon the Apostles and all assembled with them 
in that room at Jerusalem; for it was through that descent of the 
Holy Ghost that the Catholic Church was founded, and it is her 
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mission to give to all men peace, such as the world cannot bestow. 
The Holy Ghost came down upon the Apostles on the Jewish 
festival of Pentecost, because that particular festival was a type of 
what He was to effect under the new Dispensation. The Jewish 
Pentecost, instituted by the Mosaic law, was also called the Feast 
of Weeks, because it was celebrated seven weeks after the Pasch, 
on the fiftieth day after that great festival. It was primarily a 
harvest festival, because the harvest that began at the Pasch was 
ended at Pentecost. Every man used to bring two loaves, and the 
head of every family the first fruits of his crops as thank offerings. 
Later on this festival was observed in thanksgiving for the Law 
miraculously communicated to Moses on Mount Sinai. Whether 
we consider it as a harvest festival, a feast of first fruits or a 
thanksgiving for the old Law, we shall see that it has a prophetic 
bearing upon the New Dispensation. 

The Christian Pentecost is in the spiritual sense also a harvest 
festival, and the Holy Ghost is the fruit ripened by the death of 
Christ, for it was by His death that He bestowed the Holy Ghost 
upon His Church. Pentecost is a feast of first fruits, for, by the 
coming of the Holy Ghost, not only was the fi:st assembly of 
Christians in Jerusalem wholly dedicated to God, but three 
thousand more were converted by St. Peter’s sermon, and these 
were the first fruits of many thousands brought into the Church 
by them and by the holy Apostles. 

The first Pentecost was also a festival of legislation, inasmuch 
as the Holy Ghost enlightened our Lord’s disciples, so that they 
then understood fully the doctrines and commandments of Jesus, 
and the same Spirit gave them courage to proclaim the new law 
of grace throughout the world. 


“This shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel, 
after those days, saith the Lord: I will give my law in their bowels, and I 
will write it in their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people.”—Jer, xxxi, 33. 

If you are really to benefit by the feast of Pentecost, you must 
beg the Holy Ghost to let it be to you a harvest festival, a festival 
of the Law and a feast of first fruits. May Pentecost be to you 
a harvest festival in the sense that on this day you renew your 
good resolution so to live, that in this world you may gather in an 
abundant harvest of good works, and in the world to come an 
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everlasting reward. Resolve to spare no pains in acquiring all 
those qualities of mind and heart that are necessary, if your life is 
to be good and profitable both to yourselves and to others. This 
will be possible only if Pentecost is to you also a festival of the 
Law, a festival when you renew your resolution to obey the law 
of Christ and to turn a deaf ear to the flattering, misleading and 
deceitful commandments of the world. Let it be to you a day 
when, with redoubled fervor, you beg the Holy Ghost to keep you 
in the way of His commandments in spite of all dangers and temp- 
tations. He will not withhold His help if you are determined to 
observe this czy also as a feast of first fruits, when you dedicate 
to God once a:d for all the early years of life. If, whilst you are 
young you learn to cling to God with pure, true, loving hearts, 
your after life will still be devoted to serving Him faithfully. If in 
your youth you regard life from a higher point of view than that 
suggested by love of amusement, vanity or folly, if now you recog- 
nize the right though steep path that leads up to heaven, and begin 
to climb it in a spirit of Christian piety, you will not hereafter de- 
sist from the steady, unwearied striving after God, that will finally 
bring you to your eternal home. If, however, the years of youth 
are not dedicated as first fruits to God, if they are only first fruits 
of folly, vanity and love of amusement, or are wasted in un- 
profitable dreams, it is only too likely that each subsequent year 
will plunge you more deeply into sin, and will lead you further 
away from God; whilst the world, that applauded your folly when 
you were young, will be unable to prevent your falling into ever- 
lasting destruction. 

Therefore pray to-day and always, with one accord, like the first 
Christians in Jerusalem, that the Holy Ghost may make you all 
delight in His law, and give you now true piety and love of God, 
and throughout life abundant fruits of good works, so that here- 
after, by the aid of Him who to-day came down upon the Church, 
you may be admitted to the glorious presence of God. Amen. 
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SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
THE SHORTNESS OF TIME 
BY THE REV. H. G. HUGHES 


“A little while.’-—John xvi, 18. 


SYNOPSIS.—One of the greatest delusions that we are subject to is the 


delusion that we have “plenty of time.’ When we are young we are 
impatient of the slow flight of the years. In adult or middle or old age 
the past seems like a dream. This ought to teach us that, after all, we 
have but “a little while’ to pass upon earth. Yet we find it hard to 
learn this lesson. The flight of time is proverbial; yet we act as if we 
had unlimited time before us. Why is this? Because we do not take 
a practical view of our responsibilities. We have, naturally, the same 
tendency in worldly matters, unless we are forced by necessity to act 
more wisely. We fail to act wisely in spiritual things because we have 
never brought home to our minds the urgent practical necessity of work- 
ing every day for our souls sanctification and salvation. Yet Holy 
Scripture is full of warnings that our time is short:—See I. Cor. vii, 25; 

ph. v, 15, 16; II. Peter iii, 10; Apoc. iii, 3, and xvi, 15. 

“A little while”—a little while on earth: an eternity behind and before 
us. We have to do with the eternity BEFORE us, which we shall make 
happy or miserable. This is done by our conduct during our short time 
on earth. Each can say “A little while, and you shall not see me.” 

Another thought—our short time on earth is not given us ALL AT ONCE 
—but moment by moment—only the present moment is ours. So the 
structure of our lives is built up by the actions of each moment. So, too, 
the opportunities of life come in succession: if we do not take them, 
they are gone forever. So, too, with the daily graces. “A little while” 
in which to learn to know God, in which to do His Will, in which to 
accomplish our life’s work; in which to learn to die well. We will dwell 
on this last thought: “To die well”—what action can be compared with 
this? How often it happens that a crisis occurs in a man’s life upon 
which his whole future career depends—an instance from the life of 
Napoleon. Take also an examination; or an interview with a prospective 
employer. Yet what are these things to the crisis we must pass through 
at death? How foolish not to take a practical view of this! 

A practical way of avoiding this mistake; it is summed up in the 
advice “Make sure of the present”—CULTIVATE A DEVOTION to THE PRESENT 
MOMENT. Live for the day, and do the day's work for God. Sources 
of discouragement; and reasons why we should not be discouraged either 
at past sins or at present imperfections, or at future difficulties. THE 
TASK THAT LIES BEFORE US IS SIMPLY TO OVERCOME OURSELVES SUFFICIENTLY 
TO BE FAITHFUL TO THE DUTIES OF OUR STATE OF LIFE FROM HOUR TO HOUR. 

It may seem that this is a sad subject for Easter time. So a word 
of consolation. If life is short, its troubles also are short—“‘A little 
while” in which to struggle, to endure temptation, to carry the Cross— 
See Apoc. xii, 12; II. Cor. iv, 17; Rom. viii, 18; Apoc. xxii, 12—and 
then the everlasting reward. 
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One of the greatest delusions, dear brethren in Jesus Christ, that 
we are subject to here on earth, is the delusion that we have, as 
ve say, “plenty of time.” When we are young we are apt to be 
impatient of what seems to us the slow flight of the years. We 
want to grow up, and to do those things which we see grown-up 
people doing. It is only in after-years that we realize the joys of 
that precious time of youth and innocence, before trouble and 
sorrow came into our lives, when the world was so fair, and life 
with its common everyday happenings gave us a keen pleasure that 
we have never been able to feel since. Now, in adult or middle life 
or old age, the past seems like a dream; seems to have passed with 
amazing swiftness. This ought to teach us that, after all, we 
have but “a little while” to pass upon earth. Yet we find it very 
hard to learn this lesson that experience surely should teach us. 
How many plans have failed for want of time; how quickly the 
years have glided by and left us with so much that we meant to 
do unaccomplished. The flight of time is proverbial—yet we act 
as if we had unlimited time before us. Why is this? There can 
be but one answer: it is because we do not take a practical view 
of our responsibilities. I am speaking now, of course, of our 
spiritual responsibilities. We have, naturally, the same tendency 
in regard to worldly matters, unless we are forced by the practical 
necessities of life to act more wisely. The man who has no need 
to earn his own living, or to support a family, is very apt to saunter 
through life as if life was to last forever. But the man who must 
earn his bread by the sweat of his brow, the man who has loved 
ones dependent upon him, as well as the man who has set his heart 
upon getting rich, and, if possible, getting rich quickly—these are 
forced to realize the value of time, the need of taking time by the 
forelock, and making the most of every day and the opportunities 
of every day. 

This shows us, dear brethren, the reason why we fail to act in 
regard to spiritual things and the salvation of our souls in the 
same prudent way as men of business act in their worldly affairs 
It is because we have never brought home to our minds the 
urgent practical necessity of working every day with all our might 
for our soul’s sanctification and salvation. Yet Holy Scripture 
is full of warnings that our time is short. “The time is short,” 
says St. Paul (1 Cor. vii, 25); and “See ... brethren, how you 
walk circumspectly; not as unwise, but as wise, redeeming the 
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time” (Eph. v, 15, 16); and again, “Walk with wisdom .. . re- 
deeming the time.” St. Peter tells us (2 Pet. iii, 10) that the 
“day of the Lord,” which for each individual is the day of death, 
“shall come like a thief in the night,” and in the Apocalypse our 
Divine Lord uses the same expression, “If thou shalt not watch, 
I will come to thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what 
hour I shall come to thee” (Apoc. iii, 3), and, once more, “Behold, 
I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his 
garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame” (Apoc. 
xvi, 15). 

Brethren, the thought of the shortness of time is indeed a serious 
thought. How many souls are lost because they went on from 
day to day and from year to year, putting off their often promised 
repentance and reformation! Then death came, and they were not 
ready: they died in sin, they were weighed in the balance and 
found wanting; they went all unprepared to meet their dread 
Judge, and the sentence fell upon them, “Depart, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire.” Brethren, we must redeem the time; we must 
not procrastinate. “Procrastination,” says the proverb, “is the 
thief of time”; and in spiritual matters procrastination is the thief 
of salvation and of eternal happiness. 

Let me put before you a few thoughts that may by God’s grace 
rouse us all to a sense of the immense importance of using well 
and faithfully the time given to us in which to work out our own 
salvation. We cannot afford, dear brethren, to put things off, to 
hope that by a death-bed repentance we may be saved at the last. 
Such mercies of God do happen; but we have no right to presume 
upon them. As a general rule a man dies as he has lived, and it 
is only by turning to God now that we can insure our salvation. 
“Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 
vi, 2). “A little while.” For a little while we are upon earth; our 
life, it has been well said, is “a point between two eternities.” An 
eternity is behind us, with which we had nothing to do; but an eter- 
nity is also before us, with which we have all to do; an eternity 
which we are to make happy for ourselves or unspeakably wretched 
and miserable. And this will be done by our conduct in the short 
time that is ours. Soon it will be gone; each of us can truly say 
of himself, “A little while, and you shall not see me.” A little 
while, and I shall be in the grave, and my eternal lot be irrevoc- 
ably fixed. Another thought, dear brethren—our time on earth is 
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not given to us all at once; we are not masters of our whole life 
simultaneously, to shape it by one determined act. Such is not 
the nature of temporal existence. It is only in eternity that we 
shall possess all our life as a whole. Now, only the present mo- 
ment is ours. Hence the structure of our lives is gradually built 
up out of the thoughts and actions of every moment. So, also, the 
opportunities of life come in succession; one at a time. They 
come, they pass. If we do not take them, they are gone forever. 
So also the daily, hourly graces that God gives us; each one fitted 
to help us in the work of the moment; each one irretrievably 
lost if we do not at that moment seize it. “A little while” we 
have in which to learn to know God; “a little while” in which to do 
His will; “a little while” in which to accomplish the life-work that 
He has given us; “a little while” in which to learn so to die that 
we may live eternally. 

Let me dwell a little, brethren, on this last thought. Of all the 
actions of a man, what action is there that can compare at all in 
importance with the act of dying. If that be done well, then all is 
gained; if ill, all is lost. Upon that act eternity depends. How 
often it happens that a crisis occurs in a man’s life when, perhaps 
in a single moment, his whole career is settled, his success or fail- 
ure determined by his conduct in that moment. Such a moment, 
we are told, occurred in the life of the first Napoleon, when he had 
determined to seize into his own hands from the Directory the 
supreme power in the State. Two of the five Directors in whom 
the government was lodged were against him, the majority of the 
legislative body were utterly unfavorable to his ambition to become 
Dictator; even his own soldiers could not be depended upon with 
certainty to push their loyalty to him so far as to aid him in sub- 
verting the constitution. A moment came when all depended upon 
his gaining, and gaining at once, within the space of even a few 
seconds, the support of his troops. As a matter of fact the great 
man failed in the crisis, and it was his brother who saved the situa- 
tion for him by his impassioned words to the soldiery. How care- 
fully and how anxiously will a man prepare for such a crisis in 
his career if he can foresee it! Take a more common and more 
ordinary experience—how carefully people will prepare for an ex- 
amination upon which their whole success in life may depend; for 
an interview with a prospective employer which, if favorable, will 
give them a start, or some notable advance in life. Yet what are 
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these things to the crisis we must pass through at death; to the 
examination we must undergo before our Eternal Judge; to the 
interview that we must have, face to face and alone, with our God? 
“See, brethren, how you walk circumspectly; not as unwise, but 
as wise, redeeming the time.” “If thou shalt not watch, I will 
come to thee as a thief; and thou shalt not know at what hour I 
shall come to thee.” — 

How utterly foolish it is, dear brethren, that we will not take 
that same practical view of the necessity of preparing to meet our 
God that we take of the necessity of diligent and undelayed action 
in the affairs of the world. 

There is a way, a practical way, in which we can avoid this mis- 
take. It is founded on the fact that we can only make sure of the 
present moment. It can be summed up, in fact, in this piece of 
advice—Make sure of the present! Cultivate a devotion to the 
present moment. There is a duty due to be done, do it now; there 
is a prayer to be said, say it now, at its time. Live for the day, 
do the day’s work, perform the day’s devotions; meet the day’s 
temptations and the day’s trials; in other words, do the will of 
God for you at the present moment, looking neither backward nor 
forward, to right or left. We are tempted to be sad and discour- 
aged over the past; to be apprehensive of the future. Past sins 
weigh us down, our future perseverance is an object of great 
anxiety. This is a mistake. A moment of true contrition; one 
good confession will annul the past; while final perseverance simply 
means doing each day’s work as it comes to us. Again, many who 
wish to serve God and to become holy are discouraged at the 
thought of their present sinfulness and imperfection. They look 
forward to some far-off time when they may hope to be better; 
perhaps they lay plans for great things to be done some day. In 
the meantime they do nothing. Such conduct is futile. Others 
are discouraged at the thought that they must do many hard and 
difficult things, things that seem beyond their strength, if they are 
to become holy. This, too, is a mistake. The task that lies before 
us is simply to overcome ourselves sufficiently to be faithful to the 
_ duties of our state of life from hour to hour. Since life is made 
up of moments, moments that grow into days and years, it is clear 
that a good life, a holy life, yes, and a truly saintly life, is accom- 
plished by this devotion to the duty of the present moment. By 
this method we shall get rid of all those vain regrets for the past, 
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all those vain fears for the future, all those shadowy intentions of 
some day doing something, that hinder us so much in working out 
our sanctification and salvation. 

Brethren, it may seem to you that I have chosen a somewhat sad 
subject for a sermon during this joyful time after the Easter Fes- 
tival; though I hope that what I have just said will give you en- 
couragement, and. please God, great encouragement in fighting the 
battle of life, which often is very weary and hard. ‘So let me end 
with another view of the shortness of our human existence here 
below. If life is short, its troubles also are short. There is but 
“a little while” in which we have to struggle, “a little while” of 
endurance of temptation ; “a little while to carry the Cross.” If we 
are inclined to regret that life is so brief, let us remember that our 
great adversary, the devil, as we read in the Apocalypse, has “great 
wrath, knowing that he hath but a short time” (Apoc. xii, 12). 
Before very long it will all be over; and, says St. Paul, “that which 
is at present momentary and light of our tribulation, worketh for 
us above measure exceedingly an eternal weight of glory” (II. Cor. 
iv, 17). Before long we shall have finished our work and earned 
our eternal reward, a reward so great that the same Apostle de- 
clares: “I reckon that the sufferings of this time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory to come, that shall be revealed in 
us” (Rom. viii, 18). 

“A little while,” said our Blessed Lord, “and now you shall not 
see me; and again a little while, and you shall see me”; and 
“Behold I come quickly, and my reward is with me” (Apoc. xxii, 
12). A reward so great, dear brethren, that all the trials, all the 
sufferings, all the temptations of this poor life will be seen, when 
we gain that reward, to have been as nothing in comparison with 
the payment, in measure “pressed down and running over” that 
we shall receive for our faithful and courageous perseverance. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


THE VALUE OF THE FAITH 


BY THE REV. JOHN J. HURST 


“Jesus said to His disciples: I go to Him that sent me, and none of you 
asketh me: Whither goest Thou? But because I have spoken these things 
to you, sorrow hath filled your heart. But I tell you the truth it is expedient 
for you that I go; for if I go not, the Paraclete will not come to you; but 
if I go, I will send Him to you. "And when He is come, He will convince 
the world of sin, of justice, and of judgment. Of sin because they believe 
not in me.”—John xvi, 5-9. 


SYNOPSIS.—I. Sad and disconsolate condition of the disciples, because 
Christ had announced that He was about to leave them. Christ wishes 
: ——, them for His departure by telling them He would send them 
the Paraciete. 


II. Unbelief, the sin of which the Holy Ghost has come to convince 
the world. Belief in a Redeemer the cornerstone of religion from the 
beginning. The Jews prepared by the Messianic prophecies for the 
coming of Christ. Why the Jews rejected the Saviour. 


III. Religious incredulity of so-called Christians inexcusable, with all 
the evidences of Christianity before us: the source of countless other 
Sins. 


IV, Religion the basis of morality. Happiness has its foundation in 
religion, not in the natural law. “Virtue its own reward.” 


V. Education and religion. How allied. 


VI. The motives that withhold a man devoid of religious belief from 
the commission of crime. The unbeliever the most miserable of beings. 


VII. Christ the ideal teacher. 


VIII. Consequences of the rejection of Christ by the Jews. Punish- 
ment of the unbelieving Christian. Gratitude to God ier the gift of Faith. 


It was after the last supper and during the last discourse which 
Christ held with His disciples before His passion and death that 
these words were spoken. The disciples were sad and disconso- 
late, because He had announced He was about to leave them. 
They were truly devoted to Him, zealous for the glory of His 
name and solicitous for the extension of His kingdom. Their 
devotion, zeal and solicitude, however, sprung from merely natural 
causes and were fostered and stimulated by racial pride and self- 
interest. In ignorance of His true mission they had visions of 
glory for Israel and honor for themselves. With His departure 
all the bright visions of future greatness must vanish and they 
would be left to lament the absence of the master they loved and 
to mourn the frustration of hopes they had so eagerly cherished. 

The language of Christ on this occasion was not intended to 





666 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


rebuke them for their indifference in not asking where He was 
going, but rather to alleviate their grief and to console them for 
His absence, by pointing out the greater advantage that would 
accrue to them from it. “It is expedient that I must go; for if I 
go not the Paraclete will not come; but if I go I will send Him to 
you.” The wonderful transformation which the Paraclete effected 
by His coming, that is, by His descent upon them on the first 
Pentecost Sunday, is at once a confirmation of the truth of the 
promise of Christ and an abiding testimony of its fulfillment. 

The mission of the Holy Ghost is manifold. Let us consider it 
“in relation to the sin of which He came to convince the world. He 
will convince the world of sin “because they believe not in Me,” that 
is, He will clearly prove to the impious and incredulous, in diverse 
ways, but especially through the preaching and miracles of the 
Apostles, the special malice of the sin of which they were guilty 
in refusing to acknowledge the divinity of Christ and to accept 
His doctrines. 

Belief in a Redeemer was the corner stone of religion from the 
beginning. The people of Israel were the depositories of Divine 
revelation and the custodians of the true religion, and served as an 
instrument in God’s hands to prepare others for the coming of the 
Messiah. The Messianic prophecies had prepared their own minds 
and rendered them so familiar with His genealogical and personal 
characteristics; the time, place and circumstances of His birth; 
the chief incidents of His private life; His precursor; and His 
public life, that a well-educated Jew looking joyously to the ful- 
fillment of the great promise would have little or no difficulty in 
recognizing the Messiah in the person of Christ. But the carnal 
Jews had in mind the establishment of a temporal monarchy, and 
disappointed in their expectations of a king who would satisfy their 
natural aspirations and gratify their personal ambitions, they were 
“foolish and slow of heart to believe in all things which the 
prophets had spoken”; so that notwithstanding His heavenly mani- 
festations, His numerous and stupendous miracles, the perfections 
of His doctrine, the beauty and holiness of His life, they easily 
succumbed to the jealous rage and malicious designs of their spir- 
itual guides, the Pharisees, to despise and reject Him. To account 
for the perversity, obduracy and obstinacy of this favored but erring 
people, we have but to recall the words of St. Matthew, viz., that 
the prophecy of Isaias is fulfilled in them: “The heart of this people 
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is grown gross, and with their ears they have been dull of hearing, 
and their eyes they have shut, lest at any time they should see with 
their eyes and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, 
and be converted, and I should heal them” (Matt. xviii, 15). 

Religious incredulity of so-called Christians is less excusable than 
the rejection of Christ by the obstinate Jews, of whom it can be 
said they adhered to their belief in the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, retained reverence for the Prophets, and continued to com- 
ply externally at least with the requirements of the law. Moreover, 
if the prayer of the Saviour for the forgiveness of His executioners 
comprehended the whole Jewish nation, and there is no reason why 
it did not, we know that, though culpably blind, they did not 
fully realize the enormity of their crime. But “God, who in times 
past spoke to the fathers by the Prophets, hath in these days spoken 
to us by His Son” (Heb. i, 1-2). 

With all the evidences of Christianity before us it would be un- 
pardonably criminal for any to reject it. Announced by the most 
authentic prophecies, founded by one who gave the most convincing 
proofs of His divinity, confirmed by the most stupendous miracles, 
preachéd by twelve poor fishermen, opposed by all the learning of 
pagan philosophers and the power of pagan kings, despised, per- 
secuted, satirized, we see it triumph over every obstacle of malice, 
pride and prejudice and spread throughout every country in which 
a member of the human family has found a home. If the establish- 
ment of Christianity had not been the effect of the miracles the 
Apostles wrought in preaching it, we ought, as St. Augustine says, 
to regard its triumph as the greatest of all miracles. 

The mere negation of a supernatural religion seems but a trivial 
matter to those who regard all forms of religious worship with 
equal indifference or maintain that a man’s religious convictions are 
something personal for which he is in no wise responsible to society. 
But, apart from this deplorable fallacy, the fact remains that un- 
belief is not only a sin in itself, but is the source of countless other 
sins. Unless there is a supernatural light to guide and a super- 
natural motive to sustain a man in his journey through life, he will 
inevitably be borne down by the weight of his own perverse pro- 
pensities. 

Natural virtue, however great, is incapable of piloting one safely 
through the seas of danger by which every child of Adam is sur- 
rounded. The natural in man is perfected only by the super- 
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natural, and natural virtue of itself never has produced and never 
can produce a complete human being. 

Religion is the basis of all morality, and any effort to produce a 
truly moral character without a religious basis were as futile—and 
the experience of history past and present amply proves it—as the 
attempt to drive a nail with a sponge or to keep out the tide with a 
broomstick. Happiness is the goal to which every human heart is 
turning, but happiness has its foundation only in religion. The 
practice of virtue and the avoidance of vice, which are the true 
sources of happiness, have no sanction in the natural law, beyond 
the assumption that virtue is its own reward. Granting the assump- 
tion, which has the semblance of truth and in many instances is 
true, how many faithful adherents has it? Some apply to chastity, 
others to honesty. But is there any “nature faker” who applies it to 
all the virtues; or is chastity or honesty or any other individual 
exemption from vice the only virtue to be deemed worthy of cul- 
tivation; or are they the completion of the whole code of morality? 
No, conscience left to itself is so infallibly and powerfully in- 
fluenced by motives of prejudice and passion, interest and ambition, 
that those who rely on unaided nature for victory will inevitably suc- 
cumb in a struggle in which “their wrestling is not against flesh 
and blood; but against principalities and powers, against the rulers 
of the world of this darkness, against the spirit of wickedness in 
high places.” 

Education in our day is regarded as an important asset. But 
when education is divorced from religion it becomes a dangerous 
ally or a useless incumbrance. Mere learning is inadequate to attain 
the end of true education. The head may be filled with all the 
learning of the ages, but unless the heart plays its part in acquiring 
and utilizing knowledge, the recipient is nothing but sounding brass 
or a tinkling cymbal. Knowledge, contrary to the dictum of So- 
crates, is not virtue, nor is ignorance vice. ‘Many are the things 
it is of no profit to know,” says the Author of the Imitation. The 
most perverse characters are often those whose intellects are trained 
at the expense of their hearts. A system of education in which 
religion is left out is like a garment made up of shreds and patches. 
It lacks the essential qualities, symmetry, cohesion and unity. It 
affords little or no protection to the possessor and it fails to serve 
the purpose of its existence. Unless one is taught the why and the 
wherefore, morality, patriotism and duty are but causeless growths 
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or shadowy heritages. Why it is necessary to do good and to avoid 
evil; why it is sweet and glorious to die for one’s country; why we 
must obey the dictates of conscience rather than the promptings of 
selfishness and pleasure, are questions religion only can fully answer 
and principles religion can best inculcate. 

Were we to analyze the motives that withhold a man devoid of 
religious belief from the commission of crime, we should find that, 
irrespective of his own inherent disposition, they are determined 
and governed by the fear of consequences, such as consideration 
for health, loss of character, or the risk of exposure. Once religion, 
the barrier to his passions, is removed, who shall say to what depths 
of iniquity he will not sink? 

And could it be otherwise, since, in the absence of religion, there 
is no reason why he should listen to that internal monitor, con- 
science, which points out to him the rightness or the wrongness of 
an act? He can not be just, for the just man liveth by faith. 
He will not be honest or upright for he is without scruple as to the 
means of accomplishing his ends. He need not be pure, for he 
recognizes no law of self-restraint. And so of all the other virtues. 

Moreover, when a man is not governed by the laws of religion, 
unbelief extends itself to every phase and penetrates every relation 
of life, not only rendering him senseless to every noble impulse, 
but sceptical of friendship, truth, honor and charity. The most 
miserable creature on earth is the unbeliever. He misses the object 
of his being. Life to him is but a span of animal existence. His 
heart is a desert, his soul a dungeon of darkness. The light that 
shines for innocence and virtue is extinguished in him. The joys 
that mass themselves for the man of faith are unknown to him. 
The happiness that flows from the consciousness of merit is foreign 
to him. The high ideals and inspirations that the pursuit of the 
good and the true impart have no meaning for him. Sunshine has 
deserted him; gloom and dejection have taken possession of him. 
Dead to faith, lost to hope and robbed of charity, he passes his 
cheerless days filling up the measure of his discontent till the hour 
comes when he shall deliver up his soul to its Creator for judg- 
ment. 

Some years ago I met a gentleman who was taking his son, a boy 
of about twelve years of age, to a Jesuit College to have him 
educated. I congratulated him on the wisdom of his choice and 
the means he was affording the youth of acquiring a sound Catholic 
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education, and I alluded to the dangers to the faith that lurk in 
some of the sectarian institutions of learning in the country. That, 
he said, is exactly the reason why I am taking my boy to a college 
in which I know his faith will be safeguarded, for, he added, I 
deem the faith the most precious treasure he can possess and the 
source of the greatest happiness he can enjoy. Your sentiments, 
I remarked, do credit to your religious convictions. “Religious con- 
victions,” he echoed. “Father, I have none; I have lost the faith. 
When I was my son’s age and older I had the faith and I had, too, 
all and the only joys and blessings life ever afforded me. My 
parents were unfortunate in the selection of a school for me, in it 
religion was not fashionable. It was thought the correct thing for 
a young man to profess himself emancipated from such a super- 
stition. Agnosticism was rife among the students, and I imbibed 
its principles. Huxley, Tyndall and Spencer became my trinity. 
From the day they usurped the place of the three Divine Persons I 
parted with everything that made life worth living. I left college 
a confirmed Agnostic and the most wretched of men. I feel, how- 
ever, that I owe a duty to society and most of all to my own flesh 
and blood, and I have determined that whatever else my son in- 
herits he shall not inherit his father’s legacy of woe.” He noticed 
the amazement with which I regarded his anecdote and, anticipating 
remonstrances on my part, he courteously said: “No use arguing, 
father, my faith is lost never to return.” 

Here was a man of superior intelligence, with humanity enough 
left to keep one he loved from following in his footsteps, yet a self- 
confessed culprit, miserable beyond expression and divested of the 
hope of human power to restore joy to his heart and of heavenly 
grace to restore peace to his soul. 

“All things of His Divine power which appertain to life and god- 
liness are given us through the knowledge of Him who hath called 
us by His own proper glory and virtue” (St. Peter i, 1-3). Our 
Divine Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is acknowledged even by 
those who deny His Divinity and the supernatural character of His 
religion, to be not merely the supreme type of moral excellence, but 
also the ideal Teacher whose doctrines have influenced for all time 
the purpose of life and the principles of morality. He could say 
of Himself that He came as a light into the world, that whosoever 
believed in Him should not remain in darkness. He taught as one 
having authority and not as the thumbing scripture Scribes and 
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Pharisees ; and the works themselves, which He did, gave testimony 
of Him that the Father had sent Him. 

The Jews rejected Him and as a consequence they ceased to exist 
as a nation. They had often in the course of their chequered his- 
tory been punished by God with slavery on account of their idolatry 
and impiety. But it was only when they refused to listen to the 
pleadings of the Living Word that the hopes of Israel vanished and 
the last vestige of her glory departed. The prophecies of Ezechiel, 
Daniel and Osee regarding their fate were literally fulfilled: The 
children of the kingdom were cast out and strangers inherit the land. 
Their glory was turned into shame. Dispersed over the surface of 
the earth, wandering without prince, temple nor prophet, they carry 
about with them the mark of reprobation, longing for a restoration 
that will never be and awaiting the advent of Him who came once 
as their Redeemer and their King and will come again only as their 
Accuser and their Judge. 

If unbelief among so-called Christians is not punished in so 
striking and exemplary a manner, it is not that God does not regard 
it with equal or even greater abhorrence. If the veil that shrouds 
the inner workings of the soul could be pierced by mortal eyes, the 
unbeliever would reveal a condition of mental anguish and moral de- 
pravity for which no political influence nor worldly greatness could 
compensate, and with which no loss however bitter or deplorable 
could compare. P 

We should, therefore, never cease to thank God for the 
priceless gift of our holy faith. We should, in an age of 
which infidelity and religious indifference are the characteristic 
traits, be careful to safeguard it and ready and able to defend it. 
We should at all times be willing to part with life rather than with 
a treasure without which life itself were worthless and salvation 
impossible, remembering the promise of our Divine Lord to the 
Apostles: “Everyone that shall confess Me before men, I will con- 
fess him also before My Father who is in heaven” (Matt. x, 32). 
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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


THE MAN WHO DOES NOT PRAY 
BY THE REV. JOHN H. STAPLETON 


“Hitherto you have not asked anything in my name.”—John xvi, 24. 


SYNOPSIS.—Preamble: What it would mean if those words were addressed 
literally to us, and how many deserve the reproach. 

First Point: The man who does not pray becomes unnatural as con- 
trasted with nature’s tribute of praise to the Creator, inhuman in the 
light of race traditions and godless in that his neglect betrays an absence 
of religious instinct. 

Second Point: Supernaturally, he in the measure of his neglect be- 
comes powerless to avoid sin and jeopardizes his salvation. Sin and 
prayer cannot cohabit. 

Third Point: Lack of prayer leads to indifference and the loss of faith. 

Conclusion. 


These words were addressed to men who had never prayed in 
the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. But if these men, followers of 
Christ, had never invoked His Divine Name, their new-born faith 
needed only to be enlightened and the name of Jesus was ever after- 
wards in their hearts and on their lips in their outpourings to 
heaven, and became a power for the working of wonders in the 
Church of God. Addressed to Christians to-day, or to such as call 
themselves Christians, after twenty centuries of recognition by the 
world of the Divinity of Christ, what an appalling judgment those 
words express? And the terrible nature of that verdict is still 
further increased when we consider that, whereas those pious Gali- 
leans, if they knew not enough to pray in Jesus’ name, failed not to 
invoke the Father Who is in heaven, in the case of people to-day 
heaven is not in any way invoked, God is not adored and praised, 
thanks are not returned for His manifold graces, no appeal is made 
for the forgiveness of offenses or for the needs of life bodily or 
spiritual. With us the charge means utter irreligiousness. 

And yet there are men to-day in the world, legions of them, as 
we know only too well, who deserve this awful censure: “Hitherto 
you have not asked anything in My name.” And even within the 


pale of the Church, where prayer is the life of the soul, where 
prayer is universal and endless, are there not some of this stamp? 
If not a great many, how little do many pray? And if they do, how 
badly, how uselessly? In the measure of our not praying and of our 
praying to no purpose, do we incur the reproof of the Saviour. 











SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 673 


Let us then see what manner of man is this one who does not pray, 
in order that a great dread may come upon us lest we ever neglect 
notably this first duty of ‘man to God. 

First Point.—It would appear that such a man, or any man in the 
measure of his failing to pray, fails to live up to his title of creature 
of God. And by prayer I mean, as the catechism teaches, a lifting 
‘up of one’s mind and heart to God to adore Him, to thank Him 
for His benefits as well as to beg forgiveness and all the graces we 
need for soul and body. This is a natural duty, it grows out of 
man’s being and existence, it is suggested by the normal promptings 
of his heart, it was incumbent on the rational creature before God 
made it a positive law. The man who knew God as his Creator 
and an infinitely perfect Being, was always aware of this obligation 
deep down in his soul; and if his heart was set correctly in its 
relations to the Maker, he never failed to offer this homage to Him 
in one manner or another according to his lights. Thus the heathen 
made gods to adore them, raised temples wherein to supplicate them, 
offered sacrifice to appease and thank them. Every idol was an ob- 
ject of prayer, every temple a house of prayer, every oblation a form 
and expression of prayer. And the old pagan historian could write 
with truth: “Travel where you will in the world, you will find cities 
without walls, without learning, without kings, without treasures. 
But no one has ever yet discovered a city that had no gods, no tem- 
ples. And I believe that rather could a city be found established 
and existing without foundations than one without faith in the 
deity,” and consequently without prayer. It was not revelation, it 
was the inborn knowledge of their natural condition of creatures 
of God that made prayer for them a first and necessary duty. 

Strange as it may at first sight appear, one of the reasons why 
the early Christians were hated and persecuted and put to death 
was that the heathen saw in them a people who, having but one 
God, could therefore give but scant evidence of Divine praise and 
thanksgiving. They would not adore the idols, they refused to 
join in the temple services, they repudiated the sacrifices. They 
would not pray with him. And worshipping one only God seemed 
so much like worshipping none at all that they passed for godless. 
They were accordingly enemies of the human race and did not de- 
serve to live. The crime of being a Christian thus understood 
was an unnatural one and should not be tolerated. At bottom it 
meant that failure to pray was against the natural law and de- 
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served the wrath of the offended gods and of all men who honored 
the gods. And herein they were right. 

They were right because to God the Creator belongs the homage 
of creation. Nature is His handmaid and owes Him service. 
Every created being, obeying the law of its existence, honors God 
in its own appointed way and after the manner of its being. The 
sun that shines, the planets that run their course; the everlasting 
hills in their majestic repose and the restless, throbbing sea; the 
waters that flow, the winds, the heat and the cold; every plant and 
flower; every animated thing that flies or crawls or swims, ex- 
presses in its own language and proclaims after its own fashion 
the glory of the God who made them. Nature’s prayer is the 
regular order of things, that never fails. Man has a place in this 
universal chorus of praise because he is a part of creation. And 
the homage of man, the crown of creation, is a rational one and 
consists in knowing God by faith and acknowledging Him. If 
he refuses to offer this homage, he is the only being among all the 
works of God to refuse Him. And if he prays not, if he gives 
no glory to God, returns no thanks, asks no assistance, acknowl- 
edges no needs, betrays no sense of dependence on the Creator, 
he thereby gives no evidence that he knows God, ignores his 
Maker and repudiates outwardly at least all obligation to Him 
to whom he owes all that he has and is. He is thus the one use- 
less cog in the great machine which God produced out of nothing 
for His own glory. And because useless, therefore destructive, 
as far as he is able, of the whole scheme of Divine honor, for he is 
the lord of creation and for him all things were made that he 
might refer all things to God. 

It would thus appear that the prayerless man is a sort of un- 
natural, inhuman being, a misfit in the plan of God, marring the 
glory which that plan was intended to procure unto the Maker. 
And it may not be too far-fetched to quote and explain and apply 
in reference to such a man a word of the Saviour which would 
imply what He thought of the subject under discussion. Christ 
reproves and fits the punishment to the use of three opprobrious 
epithets current among the Jews. The common expression of 
anger, according to His divine verdict, deserves the judgment; the 
graver insult, raca, is worthy of the more serious punishment of the 
council; but “he who calls his brother, thou fool, deserves hell fire.” 
Here is a graduated penalty for expressed contempt for a fellow 
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man, and the last is the greatest, the greatest possible, eternal 
punishment. Now who deserves this? He who says, thou fool. 
And for what sort of a person does this term, fool, stand for? With 
some show of reason it may be said to apply to the man who says 
in his heart that God does not exist, according to this word of Holy 
Scripture: “The fool saith in his heart there is no God.” To liken, 
therefore, a brother to a godless man, to one who does not believe 
in God, is a most heinous insult, punishable by the torments of the 
damned. And does this monstrous being exist, so monstrous that 
to compare a brother to him is such a grave offense? Negatively, 
at least, he does exist in the person of him who does not pray. 
For if it is true, as the revealed Word tells us, that the mouth 
speaketh out of the abundance of the heart, in the case of a man 
who by failure to pray gives forth no expression of belief in the 
Creator, the conclusion is compelling that in his soul there is no 
sense of God. His exterior denies God, and this could scarcely 
be if his interior did not equally deny God. The suspicion is 
founded that the denial is in the heart as well as on the lips. I, 
who cannot read in his heart, but can decide from appearances 
only, may adjudge him godless or at least suspect that such he is 
until some proof be shown that dissipates the suspicion. But I 
must not in anger thus denounce a brother. And if I do so injure 
a brother and be found worthy of everlasting woe, what must be 
in the sight of God that one who deserves in all justice and truth 
to be qualified as a godless man, the evidence of whose godlessness 
is his failure to pray. What an accursed being must be this “fool,” 
if to say that a fellow man is like him is an offense that places one 
under the eternal wrath of God? 

Second Point.—Ceasing to breathe and ceasing to pray both 
mean death, the one natural, the other supernatural. Without 
prayer one cannot avoid sin and preserve the life of God in his 
soul, and therefore he is dead to God. This is true absolutely of him 
who prays not at all, and relatively true of him who prays little 
and badly. One is honest, chaste, honorable in God’s service in 
proportion as one prays. By prayer the Christian lives, as the 
Christian should live. Without prayer one lives unchristianly. 

“Without me,” says Christ, “you can do nothing.” It is a 
dogma of the Catholic Church that without the grace of God no one 
can be saved or can secure unto himself the means of salvation, 
for the moral output of a human being without God’s active co- 
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operation is merely natural and is intrinsically incapable of ad- 
vancing him on the way to heaven which is supernatural. As well 
might a bird essay to fly without wings or a fish to swim without 
fins. Now, the avoidance of sin is a condition of salvation and 
of the life of God in one’s soul, as is also true repentance for evil 
done. And God does not in the ordinary course of things grant 
these graces without being asked. Prayer and the Sacraments, 
the catechism tells us, are the two means of grace; and the worthy 
reception of the Sacraments presupposes prayer essentially in an 
adult. What chance, then, has a person who does not pray, how 
small a chance, if he prays little, to avoid offending God by excess, 
to rise out of the sinful state if he has fallen? 

The less one has recourse to this holy practice, in the greater 
danger does he stand of perishing eternally. Our assurance of 
heaven is in proportion to our asking. “Ask and you shall re- 
ceive,” says the Lord. Is it not lawful to draw the inference: 
Ask not and you shall not receive? In fact St. James wrote 
these words: “If you have not the requisite strength, why do you 
not ask for it? You have it not, because you ask it not.” For 
what token does a man give that he desires to live in God’s friend- 
ship and be saved, who refuses to ask the boon? Will God pro- 
tect and save us without being requested to do so, He who com- 
mands us to beseech His assistance? Ask rather if God will 
defend and save us in the ordinary run of things unknown to our- 
selves and in spite of ourselves. 

Looking at the matter more closely, this much appears evident. 
If the rational creature refuses to offer to God the prayer of 
adoration and praise, he fails in the first duty of the creature and 
offends the Maker, which is highly sinful. If he neglects to offer 
thanks for gifts received from Him, he is ungrateful; and if in- 
gratitude is a base offense when committed against a fellow man, 
what manner of baseness is it when perpetrated against Almighty 
God? If one does not “watch and pray,” as St. Matthew warns 
us, one will fall into temptation; and the implication is that with- 
out prayer and watching we shall not succeed in vanquishing the 
temptation and shall fall into sin as well. So that however we 
view the matter, sin, evil and vice surround the man who does not 
pray and find him a ready victim. We are all in the position of 
the Apostles on the lake with the storm raging, the bark tossed 
about like a plaything, destruction, ruin and death staring us in 
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the face; and our need the same as theirs, expressed in their 
words: “Save us, O Lord, or we a ral No hope for us unless 
we be constant in prayer. 

And is there one among us who on : elie reflection will fail to 
discover and admit that the best days of his life thus far spent 
were those which prayer sanctified, days begun and ended with 
prayer and shot through with prayer amid the manifold dangers 
and trials and temptations of life? And his worst, those which 
had to get along without the Divine prop and succor? When we 
started in to live badly we began also to cast aside prayer as one 
throws off an impediment or burden, for the reason that it would 
cause uneasiness and hesitation and remorse, and in the end make 
us break with the evil we courted and loved. St. Augustine in 
his Confessions offers himself as an example of this phenomenon, 
for he admits that he feared, when he prayed to be delivered from 
the evil of his ways, lest the Lord should hear him. He who does 
not wish to quit the path of iniquity takes no chances and gives 
up his prayers, burns his bridges behind him, as it were. And 
when we grow finally weary of sinning, what do we do but fall 
back on prayer? For even as, if the just man ceases to pray, he 
becomes a sinner, even so, if the sinner prays, he becomes a just 
man. 

Third Point.—Despite his thorough familiarity with Catholic 
teaching, Cardinal Newman confessed that before his conversion 
he knew nothing whatever of the inner life of Catholics. We are 
frequently astonished on conversing with honest Protestants at 
their utter incapacity to sense the meaning of Catholic things; 
Catholic spirituality speaks to them in a language as foreign as 
that of the dead tribes of the Aztecs. A similar condition is soon 
born in the mind and soul of him who without prayer continues for 
a while outwardly to practise a form of religion. There is no sub- 
stance to such a religion, for it is empty of its reality which is 
prayer. And it is bound in the long run to mean nothing to him 
more than a tissue of parables, proverbs and enigmas, in which 
he comes to see no sense, reason or utility, into whose life he does 
not enter and cannot enter because he no longer comprehends. 

This truth is suggested by the words of our Lord in this morn- 
ing’s Gospel. “These things I have spoken to you in proverbs,” 
He says to His followers. And His followers were precisely tiose 
who had asked nothing in His name, whom He commanded to 
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ask that they might receive and their joy be made full. He told 
these same, a few verses back in the same discourse read in last 
Sunday’s Gospel, that he had many things to say to them, but that 
they could not bear them as yet. Was it because they had not 
prayed in His name that they could not grasp the meaning of what 
he had to say to them and that what He did say was, as it were, 
spoken in parables? At any rate He adds: “The hour cometh 
when I will no more speak to you in proverbs, but will show you 
plainly of the Father.” And when is it that this capacity for 
seeing plainly was to be vouchsafed to them and the haze of 
mystery lifted? Strangely enough it is written: “In that day 
you will ask in My Name.” Does not this mean that as soon as 
they begin to pray in the name of Jesus, they will understand 
more fully His words and relish the things of the Father? Was 
not the day of prayer to be to them the day of deliverance from 
ignorance, blindness, coldness of heart and distaste of the spirit? 

And so it is with us. He alone who converses with God under- 
stands and appreciates the things of God. Unto all others religion 
is a puzzle, an enigma, a book written in a strange tongue. What 
do such people know of the sweet promptings of grace, the in- 
effable joys of the soul under the pardoning hand of God, the 
happiness of God’s all-pervading presence felt within, the extatic 
peace of converse with Him in the silent communion of prayer? 
They do not feel God in the Holy Eucharist, do not see Him in 
the Holy Mass, never enjoy the consciousness of walking before 
Him, never come under His sweet influence. The intimate fruit 
of communing with God is felt, not seen, nor heard, nor capable 
of expression. The only knowledge of it that one can have must 
come from personal experience. And these treasures of heaven 
are denied to those who remain outside the sphere of prayer. And 
that is why, from being fruitless and meaningless, religion becomes 
tasteless and useless to such as bend not the knee and raise not the 
heart to God. One gets tired dealing with proverbs and parables; 
mystery soon palls; barrenness is discouraging. The intellect 
being darkened because the light is wanting, the soul benumbed 
for want of the warmth of grace, the faculties weakened through 
deprival of God’s assistance, prayerless religion becomes a burden 
too heavy to bear; all form and practice is soon thrown off. And 
we have the indifferent, that woeful specimen of unreligiousness 
sO numerous in the world to-day, for whom there seems as little 
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hope as there is for those of whom the Saviour spoke: “Would 
that you were either hot or cold, but because you are neither hot 
nor cold, therefore I will begin to vomit you from my mouth.” 

Lack of prayer, then, explains very largely why we have in our 
parishes not only those who do not attend Mass or frequent the 
Sacraments, but also those more numerous ones who take very 
little interest in the religion in which they profess belief. Lax 
attendance at services of obligation, no attendance at all at devo- 
tions, mixed marriages and Malthusian practises; criticism for 
sermons, collections, schools and religious, mostly unjust, often 
uncharitable, always scandalous; general weariness and apathy 
alongside worldliness of the most advanced kind: these and many 
others are the symptoms of a life out of harmony with its religious 
setting and surroundings, a perilous situation which a trifle may 
precipitate into formal and public perversion. The yoke that 
chafes is easily thrown aside. Only to those who pray is the yoke 
sweet and the burden light. 

We should then make it a principal concern of ours to. deserve 
no part of the grave rebuke administered by the Divine Saviour 
to those who do not pray: “Hitherto you have not asked anything 
in My Name,” being convinced that serious indeed are the con- 
sequences of our neglect in this very important matter and that we 
reap the consequences in proportion to our neglect. Let us ask 
God to adjust the vision of our soul to the true value of things, 
that is, to. esteem that the first duty of man, which is prayer, 
should yield to no other duty; that nothing is of such moment to 
an immortal soul as the assurance of salvation through the avoid- 
ance of sin, which is impossible without prayer; and finally that 
nothing is more natural than that a prayerless form of religion 
should still further degenerate into irreligion itself. May we then 
give much attention to this obligation of prayer, morning and 
evening prayers, brief if need be, but from out of the heart, instinct 
with faith and never failing, whatever the stress of worldly affairs; 
prayer in temptation, the weapon which the demon fears, for it 
arrays against him the almighty power of God: prayer in trials, 
distress and discouragement, which throws light on the mystery 
of God’s dealings with men and makes clear His wisdom. “Ask,” 
. then, “and you shall receive, that your joy may be full,” because 
if you pray “the Father Himself loveth you” and Christ “will 
show you plainly of the Father.” 
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ASCENSION DAY 


HEAVEN , 


BY THE REV. THOMAS J. GERRARD 


“Ye men of Galilee, why stand you looking up to heaven?”—Acts i, 11. 


SYNOPSIS.—Introduction.—Our appreciation of a future life makes all the 
difference to this life. Therefore we should study the doctrine of heaven. 
I. The revelation of heaven is made in a way which we can apprehend. 
The Ascension is a local change of our Lord’s humanity. Ascension has 
both a material and spiritual value, Our Lord, by His own Divine power, 
assumed the highest place in heaven as Head of all creatures and per- 
fect Mediator. Therefore the Ascension gives us hope of our ascension. 
II. Nature of the Beatific Vision. Contrasted with the vision of 
analogy. Need of supernatural light. Creature will, in a way, be deified. 
“We shall be like Him.” Although the union is most intimate, yet we 
remain infinitely distinct from God. Happiness of heaven not merely 
intellectual. We also participate in Love and Holiness. Our natural 
love must be supernaturally raised for this purpose. The object of our 
love in heaven is the Supreme Good. This union renders sin impossible. 
Absence of sin implies also absence of all sorrow and pain and death. 
III. A difficulty. Where is the justice of giving everybody the same 
reward? Where is the perfect happiness if some have less happiness 
than others? Objective reward is the same, but subjective appreciation 
of it is different. “Every man shall receive his reward according to his 
labor.” “For star differeth from star.” Yet no dissatisfaction, because 
each one drinks of happiness to his utmost capacity. Example of the 
vases. 

Conclusion. An appreciation of the Second Coming and of Judgment. 
The revelation of heaven a motive for living our life to the utmost pos- 
sible degree of spiritual richness. Gives us the higher motives for 
contrition. Shows us our final home with God. 


It makes the whole difference to this life whether or not we 
live in relationship to the next. We stand like those men of Gali- 
lee looking up into heaven. We wonder whether that is to be 
a future reward for us. The revelation is given to us as it was 
given to the men of Galilee, that Jesus will come again and judge 
the world, and those of us who have done good shall go into ever- 
lasting life. According as we receive that revelation, so will our 
whole life be affected. 

The revelation is made to us in a way in which we can appre- 
hend it. There is a local change of our Lord’s glorified humanity. 
It is of no vital significance whether we think of this change after 
the manner of the old astronomy or the new. It is a passing away 
from this earth to some place outside of it. If we think of heaven 
at all we must think of it in a human way. St. Paul says: “He 
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that descended is the same also that ascended above all the 
heavens.” These words have both a material and a spiritual value. 
They signify the bodily change of place. They signify also the 
high dignity which our Lord assumed when He passed away from 
this earth. And it is this spiritual value which matters most. Our 
Lord was exalted above all the choirs of angels. He sitteth on the 
right hand of the Father. As God He is equal to the Father. As 
man He is exalted above every other creature. 

It is the same also with regard to His being “taken up.” The 
words have both a material and spiritual value. It was by His 
own Divine power that Our Lord raised Himself from the dead. 
By the same Divine power He ascended into heaven. That is, He 
entered into the fulness of His power as the perfect Head of all 
creatures. He entered into the Holy of holies in order that as the 
perfect Mediator He might stand nearest the throne of God. Nay, 
being God Himself, He sat upon the throne of God, whence He 
might distribute the Divine graces on the people whom He had 
died to save. 

Therefore it is that we exercise our hope and look forward to 
our own future life. By our faith we are certain of Christ’s 
Ascension. By hope we trust that He will give us all the graces 
needful for our ascension, and then finally receive us into His 
glory. Recognizing our Lord as at once our God and our Media- 
tor, we give Him a supreme adoration and depend upon Him abso- 
lutely for a call to that higher destiny and for all the means of 
attaining it. 

And what is this beatitude to which He calls us? It is the im- 
mediate vision of God. “We see now through a glass in a dark 
manner, but then, face to face. Now I know in part, but then I 
shall know even as I am known.” The call of grace in this life 
is to be the adopted sons of God. And if we are sons, then we 
are heirs also. What the face to face vision exactly is we can but 
dimly guess. We can apprehend it even though we cannot com- 
prehend it. “Dearly beloved, we are now the sons of God; and 
it hath not yet appeared what we shall be. We know that, when 
He shall appear, we shall be like to Him: because we shall see Him 
as He is.” 

Of course such a sight of God is beyond our natural powers. 
God alone can gaze upon the Divine essence naturally. If, there- 
fore, we are to gaze upon it, our natures will have to be exalted 
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and purified by a supernatural light. That will be our ascension 
into heaven. Our ascension will also have its material and spiritual 
value. The spiritual value will be this pouring in upon our natures 
of a supernatural light. Thus will our natures be in a way deified, 
for they will participate in the Divine Nature. “When He shall 
appear, we shall be like to Him.” 

This supernatural likeness to God has two elements. First, our 
vision of God is like God’s vision of Himself, inasmuch as it is an 
act of direct knowledge of God. Secondly, it is a likeness to His, 
inasmuch as it is brought about by the infusion of light from the 
Divine Intellect. We are not made identical with God, as the 
Buddhists claim. We remain infinitely distinct from Him. Thus 
does the blessed spirit share in God’s own happiness. And that 
is how, if we love, serve and praise God on this earth, we 
shall afterwards ascend and be for ever happy with Him in the 
next world. The Life of God is everlasting. If we participate 
in the essence of that Life, then our life of happiness must be ever- 
lasting. 

Nor is this sight of God merely an intellectual enjoyment. That 
which is known is also loved. Our happiness in heaven would be 
incomplete were it not that we could also participate in the Divine 
Love and Holiness. Just as our understanding will be illumined 
supernaturally by a ray of the Divine Wisdom, so will our love be 
raised to a higher plane of equal excellence. Thus the thrill of 
love which we shall experience will be of the same kind as the 
Love with which God loves Himself. The light of glory raises the 
intelligence above all the powers of nature. So also does the 
energy of Divine Love exalt the will above all its natural powers. 

For what is it that the soul loves in its final happiness? It is the 
Supreme Good. It is the most lovable object which can be. To 
enjoy such an object in the way God wishes us to enjoy it we need 
His Will in a special way to energize our wills. Thus is the human 
will, whilst remaining infinitely distinct from the Supreme Good, 
brought into the most intimate union with it. 

St. Paul says: “He who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.” 
Hence we have scriptural authority for speaking of this love-union 
of the soul with God as a “deification.” The human will is, as it 
were, divinized. Endowed with this extra form, glory and power, 
it ettains to that all-satisfying state which is such a contrast to this 
life on earth, namely, the impossibility of committing sin. “He 
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that shall overcome, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my 
God; and he shall go out no more.” 

Further this absolute exclusion of sin implies also the exclusion 
of all pain which is the consequence of sin. First, there will be 
no compunction or sorrow for sin. All that will have been ac- 
complished either on earth or in purgatory. “And God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes.” Secondly, there can never be 
that fear of death, for death is the punishment of sin. Thirdly, 
there will be no need to do any works of penance. The works of 
penance are for the reforming of the will, for the putting off of 
old habits and the putting on of new. But in heaven the will is 
energized to its utmost capacity for good. Therefore “death shall 
be no more, nor mourning, nor crying, nor sorrow shall be any 
more, for the former things are passed away.” 

At this point a difficulty suggests itself. If all those who attain 
to the Beatific Vision receive the same objective reward, where 
does the justice come in? Should there not be a difference 
between those who have led saintly lives and those who have been 
content with merely keeping the Commandments or who have re- 
pented only at the last? On the other hand, if there is a difference 
in the joys of the blessed, will not those who receive less feel the 
want when they observe the joy of those who receive more? 

Let us answer at once that there is a difference between the 
joys of the blessed. All receive the same objective reward, namely, 
the vision of God face to face. But each one enjoys according to 
the merits which he has gained for himself whilst on earth. ‘For 
the Son of Man shall come in the glory of His Father with His 
angels: and then will He render to every man according to his 
works.” And again: “Every man shall receive his own reward, 
according to his own labor.” It is all a question of how this life 
has been spent and how much merit has been gained. “He who 
soweth sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who soweth in 
blessings shall also reap in blessings.” 

Bearing this in mind, that whilst the object of our joy is the 
same, our subjective appreciation of the same is different, we can 
apply to the question other scriptural texts. “In My Father’s 
house there are many mansions.” That means we shall never ex- 
haust the beauties of the Beatific Vision. ‘Those souls, however, 
who have the most merits will have a keener insight into these 
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beauties. Again we have the words of St. Paul: “For star differeth 
from star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead.” 

But will not this difference of happiness amongst the blessed be 
a source of some unhappiness? Will it not cause envy and 
jealousy? No. And the reason is because each soul will have all 
the happiness which it is capable of enjoying. It is as if there were 
a number of vases of different sizes, all filled with water. The 
smallest does not complain because it can not hold as much as the 
largest. If the smallest is full, its function is complete, and there 
is nothing wanting to it. Or, again, this aspect of the life of the 
blessed may be likened to the satiety caused by bodily food. A 
number of people sit down to a banquet. All have equally enough, 
but all do not eat the same amount of food. Each one takes what 
suits his appetite. So is it with the Blessed in heaven. Each one 
drinks of the torrent of pleasure to his full satisfaction. He sees 
God face to face. That is the essence of his happiness. But the 
sight sets free that intellectual appetite which we call the will, the 
appetite towards the good seen by the intelligence. And the 
energy of that appetite we call love. 

We take our stand then with the men of Galilee and we listen 
to the voice which they heard: “This Jesus who is taken up from 
you into heaven shall so come as you have seen Him going into 
heaven.” He had ascended in the glory of the Father. He will 
come again in the glory of the Father and He will bring His angels 
with Him. The purpose of His coming will be to render to every 
man according to his works and to distribute to every man accord- 
ing to his own labor. 

Thus the revelation of heaven becomes one of the most power- 
ful motives for living our life to the utmost possible degree of 
spiritual richness. The revelation of hell acts chiefly as a deter- 
rent from mortal sin. The fear of God is but the beginning of 
wisdom. But the revelation of heaven acts not only as a deterrent 
from mortal sin, but also as a deterrent from venial sin, and as an 
incentive to all possible good works. Here we can see that there 
are different degrees of glory and happiness. Here we can strive 
to obtain ever a higher and higher degree of glory and happiness. 
It is well to abstain from sin from fear of a heavenly Father’s 
chastisement. It is better to abstain from sin by reason of a de- 
sire of a heavenly Father’s rewards. It is best of all to abstain 
from sin because we love God. The revelation of heaven as given 
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to us on Ascension Day offers us the highest motive for the highest 
living. There we get a dim glimpse of the eternal home where the 
Blessed Trinity enjoy their mutual happiness eternally. We see 
through the veil of analogy that home of happiness whence came 
the Son of God to live in this world, the home whither He wished 
to take us. We learn that He did this out of love. Then we love 
Him because He first loved us. 
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SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE ASCENSION 


GIVING TESTIMONY OF CHRIST 
BY THE REV. G. LEE, C. S. SP. 


“He shall give testimony of Me, and you shall give testimony, because you 
are with Me from the beginning.”—John xv, 26 (in to-day’s Gospel). 


SYNOPSIS.—Spirit of Ascension Sunday: looking after Him who is taken 
up from us; recalling His acts and words. His manifest grandeurs: 
our promised ones. The Holy Spirit's testimony and ours. 


I. Mystery of Blessed Trinity, and Mission of Divine Persons, much 
taught by our Lord. Primary and most salutary meditation. The great 
truth of Christ's Divinity—who so sends God—sends the Paraclete for 
His own purpose. Giving testimony to the Son of Man, work of the 
Father and the Holy Ghost. 

II. Our testimony: glory of cooperating with God. Human testimony 
to the Splendor of the Father's Glory, not needed, but graciously allowed. 
Through the Paraclete the power to evangelize. In our Christian faith 
and works is testimony to Christ: apostolic, sacerdotal royalty of the- 
common Catholic. With Christ from the beginning, and, morally, always 
with Him. Example of this time: Mathias and his election: the witness 
contrasted with the traitor. Our fellowship with God, and freedom to 
follow Him. 


Conclusion. Resolve to be worthy of supernal vocation. Grace now 
abounding. Divinest of works proposed, divinest of rewards promised. 
Confessing Christ, being confessed by Him. 


My brethren, there is about this Sunday a calmness of regret, as 
well as of expectancy, that greatly helps to pious thought and affec- 
tion. With holy Church we are thinking of Him who has been 
taken up from us. His absence from our eyes makes His Divine 
figure grow clearer in our mind. What He did and said, what He 
was and is, begin to stand out in stronger relief; and the charm 
of it all becomes more completely engrossing. To remain on the 
mount of the Ascension, looking up to heaven, seems the only 
thing to do—even though Angels should ask us why we do so. We 
look in the direction He took, because now more than ever we want 
to see Him. But the Vision is not for our time of wayfaring, for 
the time of our participation in the sufferings of which He care- 
fully forewarned us. So we fall back on His loving words, more 
justly than the bereaved of earth fall back on the treasured details 
of the lives they may be mourning. 

Great are those words, beyond human estimate or interpretation ; 
great in what they say of Him, greater, if possible, in what they 
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imply of us. The time, dear brethren, is so full of heaven’s light 
and inspiration that we may venture to turn our gaze even on the 
unspeakable grandeurs that are Christ’s and that He reveals as 
about to be ours. All the words of His farewell moments are of 
specially supernal import and promise. Let us dwell on the 
wondrous affirmations in this day’s Gospel: That the Son of Man 
sends the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity to be His witness; 
that through that Divine Paraclete, the Spirit of Truth, He enables 
us to be also His veritable witnesses. 

I—‘When the Paraclete cometh, whom I will send you from the 
Father, the Spirit of Truth, who proceedeth from the Father, He 
shall give testimony of Me.” While our Lord, my brethren, was 
still in His suffering Flesh and His disciples had not yet received 
the Holy Ghost, He spoke those Divine mysteries to them. Now 
that He is glorified, seated at the right hand of God, and that we 
have been renewed by His outpoured Spirit, we should be able to 
hear these same heavenly truths. Adoring the mystery of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, is wise religion, since God himself 
proposes it to our contemplation. Simple faith loves to repeat: 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, one God in three Divine Persons. 
It knows, too, why it names the Persons in that order. From the 
Father is the Son, from the Son—with the Father—is the Holy 
Ghost. And the sending, the mission, of which we have mention 
and promise in to-day’s Gospel, is made known through the revela- 
tion of the adorable Trinity. The Father, of whom the Son is be- 
gotten, sends the Son; the Son, of whom the Holy Ghost pro- 
ceedeth, sends the Holy Ghost: sends Him from the Father, since 
He and His Father are as One in breathing forth that Divine 
Spirit. 

Nothing personal to God is oftener said by our Lord than that 
His Father sent Him. He almost makes the Father’s Name be 
“He who sent Me.” Now He speaks of also sending; and He 
whom He is to send is the Third Person of the ever Blessed Trinity. 

If you are not given, my dear brethren, to meditating on the 
Divine Trinity—though most wholesome for mind and heart is that 
primary meditation—at least take the plain truth which arises out 
of the Mystery, and out of our Lord’s familiar words about it. 
What is that plain truth? Simply that He is God. That is the 
saving truth to know and to proclaim. Much revelation and much 
meditation are already yours, if, with all your mind and all your 
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heart, you can believingly say: Christ our Lord is God, our God. 
There is the revealed truth, with its fruit of eternal life, of which 
the world has been proving itself unworthy. 

We must notice that when our Lord was speaking those great 
things about the Father, and Himself, and the Holy Ghost, He was 
using His human mind and His human lips. In the midst of His 
human disciples, He, the Son of the human Virgin, could open His 
mouth and affirm: The Paraclete, who proceedeth from the Father, 
I will send to you. And those men, who had learned that the 
outpouring long promised was of the Spirit of God, might question 
and say: The Paraclete! Is He not God? Yes, He is God. And 
you will send Him? Even so, for 1 am God. “Have I been so long 
a time with you, and have you not known Me?” 

To know with steady clearness the present God, was not in the 
compass of the disciples’ troubled existence; nor is it of ours. Yet, 
as they were ready, when called on, to acknowledge His Divinity, 
so must we be ready to show it forth, to bear witness to it. His 
words, which we read to-day, are, if taken rightly, its most solemn 
affirmation, 

He not only sends, as He declares, the Paraclete from the Father, 
but He sends Him for His own purpose. “He shall give testimony 
of Me” expresses the Divine aim of the Third Person’s mission: 
He, Spirit of Truth, shall bear witness to Me, the Truth. And 
here we are reminded of the Lord’s own mission as He stated it 
before even the unbelieving Pilate: “For this was I born, and for 
this came I into the world, that I should give testimony to the 
truth.” Presently, the Holy Ghost is coming to give us testimony 
of Him who is indeed our Truth, as well as our Way and our 
Life. 

God bearing witness to God is, of course, natural. But how 
glorious is it not to the Son of Man? In His humble Humanity 
He would not prematurely glorify Himself; as Man He even said: 
“If I-glorify Myself, My glory is nothing.” When the hour was 
come, there was One to whom He could say: “And now glorify 
Thou Me, O Father, with Thyself, with the glory which I had, 
before the world was made, with Thee.” 

The incredulous Jews had tried to take away His glory, had 
effectually dishonored Him by rejecting His authentic message. 
What was more painful to His Sacred Humanity, they had dis- 
honored His Father whose words He was delivering: “He who 
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honoreth not the Son, honoreth not the Father who hath sent 
Him.” Even the works which His Father did in Him, by which, 
at His Mother’s request, He began the manifesting of His glory, 
they would not believe. Rather they blasphemously attributed 
those Divine works to the power of satan. But now the Spirit 
of Truth is about to make such manifestations, to give such testi- 
mony of the Lord and His Gospel, that rejection or denial must 
be morally impossible: only those determined to die in their sin can 
continue their opposition to the Christ of the Lord, God blessed 
forever. 

In another week, my brethren, we shall be commemorating the 
first great conversions to the faith of Christ and His Church. 
We shall be exulting in the Might of the Spirit that hurried the 
multitudes to belief in the Lord of Glory, even in Him whom they 
themselves had crucified. We shall see in magnificent exercise the 
commission He gave to teach not only Israel but all nations, when 
men of every clime will gather to Peter and John and the others, 
to hear the Apostolic announcements and commands. This comes 
of the testimony borne to the Son of Man by the Holy Ghost; 
this is the first and the main fruit of the Promise sent us from 
the Father. Oh! that we be prepared to accept and transmit this 
testimony, to receive the Gospel of the grace of God and prove 
that we have received it not in vain! 

II.—‘You shall give testimony, because you are with Me from 
the beginning,” is the second part of our text. The words are of 
high promise and convey wondrous truths concerning the Lord’s 
disciples. They have also a clear application to all members of 
His mystical Body, the Church, and so must concern ourselves. 
To co-operate with God is the glory of His creatures. It is a 
glory which in some degree may be found wherever there is free 
action. But to co-operate in His mysteries of grace, in His revela- 
tions and communications of Himself, is necessarily the sublimest 
of our grandeurs. The excess of Divine goodness is reached 
when He uses us as if He had need of us. “You shall give testi- 
mony of Me,” as though our testimony mattered to Him who is 
the splendor of the Father’s glory. 

When His infinite authority, His infinite excellence, had to be 
affirmed in all independence of earthly cavil, He once Divinely 
said: “But I receive not testimony from man....I have a 
greater testimony. ... The Father himself who hath sent Me, 
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hath given testimony of Me.” He afterwards made the disciple 
of His Bosom add: “If we receive the testimony of men, the 
testimony of God is greater. For this is the testimony of God, 
which is greater, because He hath testified of His Son” (I. J. 
v,9). Yet to the men whom He commissioned to carry His Name 
to the ends of the earth, He vouchsafed to say: “You shall give 
testimony.” 

We may well ask, dear brethren, how the Apostles could receive 
so Divine a mission, and, still more, how we can have any such 
mission ourselves. They had it through the Holy Ghost whom the 
Lord breathed into them, who came upon them like fire, and dwelt 
in them abidingly. “He shall abide with you, and shall be in you,” 
was the promise of power to evangelize. It was He, the Father’s 
Spirit, that was to speak in them when they bore testimony to the 
Son. In the coming Pentecost we shall be reminded of their 
eagerness and boldness in proclaiming the power of the Lord’s 
name, the truth of His resurrection, the grace of His Gospel. 
The tongues of fire will be resistless; the message will have to be 
heard. There was included in the promise: “He shall give testi- 
mony of Me, and you shall give testimony,” that those heralds of 
the Faith should speak by the Holy Ghost. The account of their 
early preaching accords with the prediction, for it is written: 
“With great power did the Apostles give testimony of the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ our Lord, and great grace was in them 
all’ (Acts iv, 33). Happy mouthpieces of the Paraclete! Happy 
witnesses to the Son of Man! 

By grace, my brethren, we too give our testimony. Wherever 
there is true faith and the corresponding good works there is 
witness borne that Jesus is indeed the Saviour, that He is the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God, who has come into this world. 
Without Him we could do nothing Christian; only by His Spirit 
do we show forth His truth. In this consists the apostolic, the 
sacerdotal royalty of every simplest Catholic life. 

Very strikingly do the Apostles identify the profession and 
practice of Christianity with the testimony of Christ. Their work 
consists in declaring that testimony; their exhortation is to be not 
ashamed of it. Their brethren are they “who have the testimony 
of Jesus”; the same are they who are the children of the Woman 
clothed with the Sun, and who keep the Commandments of God 
(Apoc xii, 17). The supreme test of fidelity was recognized 
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in those who were “slain for the word of God and for the testi- 
mony which they held,” who were “beheaded for the testimony 
of Jesus.” But the common life of the faithful Catholic, the 
every-day struggle to save one’s own soul, can testify to God and 
His truth most effectually and meritoriously. 

The Apostle could write to his favorite disciple: “Fight the good 
fight of faith; lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art called, 
‘and hast confessed a good confession before many witnesses.” 
He even implies a comparison of such practical testifying with the 
suffering Lord’s witnessing to the truth: “Who gave testimony 
under Pontius Pilate, a good confession” (I. Tim. vii, 13). 

All real following of Christ demands the martyr spirit. It im- 
poses the obligation of confessing; it calls for courage and endur- 
ance in giving testimony. Being with Christ in daily life is the 
way to escape denying Him. “You shall give testimony,” He says 
in our Gospel of to-day, “because you are with Me from the be- 
ginning.” The words can, indeed, be taken to signify that His 
disciples knew, as He said at His trial, all His teachings. Being 
with Him from the beginning of His sacred ministry, they 
could bear witness to His words and actions. But their fitness 
to give a testimony to Him, in any sense like the Holy Ghost’s 
testimony, was brought about by their loving intercourse with 
Him in the conduct of life. To be intelligently and morally with 
Christ, is the quick way to be holy, to be heroic. 

Just in the Novena for Pentecost which we are now making, 
there was shown, when it was first observed, the happy result of 
keeping company with the Lord. In the Cenacle, where the 
disciples were persevering in prayer with Mary the Mother of 
Jesus, St. Peter proposed the choosing of a witness to replace the 
traitor. No time was to be lost in filling the first vacancy in the 
Apostolic College. The conditions of the election—which may 
have been held on this very day—are instructive and can serve to 
illustrate our present subject. The new Pontiff, who had risen 
in the midst of his brethren, authoritatively said: “Wherefore, of 
these men who have companied with us all the time that the Lord 
Jesus came in and went out among us, beginning from the baptism 
of John until the day wherein He was taken up from us, one of 
these must be made a witness with us of His resurrection.” So 
the going in and out with the Lord. was the blessed training that 
rendered the disciple fit to be an Apostle, even to be a testimony 
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bearer with the Holy Ghost. Mathias, on whom the happy lot fell, 
testified by his virtues as well as by his preaching. He finally 
gave his life for Him in whose adorable company he had been 
transformed and sanctified. 

But some one may be saying that Judas also was with the Lord 
from the beginning. The wretch had, indeed, been long counted 
in the chosen twelve; but, morally, with the Lord he never was. 
He did not believe. Of a quite early period it is written: “Jesus 
knew from the beginning, who they were that did not believe, and 
who he was that would betray Him.... This same (Judas 
Iscariot) was about to betray Him, whereas he was one of the 
twelve” (J. vi, 65, 72). 

The fearful exception, my brethren, but serves to enforce the 
rule. We have to be thoroughly with Christ, most and first by 
sound belief, if we would truly confess Him, if we would hear 
our glorious testimony. On that condition the Church may be 
heard insisting in to-day’s office. She brings before us the Lord’s 
own declaration that God is light and that in Him there is no dark- 
ness. Then follows the warning: “If we say that we have fellow- 
ship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth. 
But if we walk in the light, as He also is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another.” 

One of her great doctors is also put forward to tell us that our 
vices alone can exclude us from the company of Christ. Who 
would think otherwise? While He was among men, demons had 
to flee at His approach; so had sin, if the sinners would remain 
with Him. He to whom we cling, as our God and Redeemer, is 
taken up from us, and we would follow Him. Holy Church lifts 
our mind to heaven and encourages us to hope for the day when 
we can ascend there even in body. But again she warns. Your 
pride will not ascend with Christ, says the lesson; your avarice 
will not ascend, nor your licentiousness. Your sins are your fet- 
ters: throw them away and be free to follow your glorified Saviour. 
With Him the Spirit of Truth and Holiness placed you, in the be- 
ginnings of Catholic virtue; to Him the same Spirit will unite you 
in never-ending felicity. 

Conclude, dearest brethren, in the abounding graces of this 
most sacred season, to be fully worthy of your supernal vocation 
in Christ Jesus. Be mindful of your privileges, alive to your op- 
portunities. The divinest of works is easily within your reach, 
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its rewards beyond all computing. The grandeur of bearing 
testimony to the Christ of God, by our Christian life, might well 
be its own recompense; but there remains the glorification of His 
bearing testimony to us. Realize His assurance, comprehensive 
and individual: “Whosoever shall confess Me before men, him 
shall the Son of Man also confess before the angels of God... . 
Every one that shall confess Me before men, I will also confess 
him before My Father who is in heaven.” Acknowledged as His, 
as worthily His, acknowledged in the sight of the blessed angels, of 
the Virgin Mother, of the Eternal Father, shall we all be, because 
we shall have been faithful to Him in the grace of His Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 





PENTECOST 


THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION 
(SKETCH) 


“For in Christ Jesus availeth but faith that worketh by charity.”—Gal. v, 6. 


Necessary for justification on part of man: 
1. Faith. 
2. Charity. 
3. Good Works. 
Introduction—The doctrine of justification of greatest impor- 
tance——Does God everything necessary by His grace and by the 
Holy Ghost, or must man cooperate? Must we cooperate only 
by faith, or also by charity and good works? Is the justified man 
really free of sin, or only deemed justified by God on account of 
the merits of Christ? Can man perform meritorious works? All 
these are much mooted questions and even blood has been shed°on 
their account. The Catholic Church teaches the truth that the 
justified man becomes really free from sin, that he can really 
perform meritorious works, that, however, meritorious work is 
produced by God with the voluntary cooperation of man. That 
on our part justification is worked by faith and good deeds, with 
the understanding, however, that in all these things the help of 
God and of the Holy Ghost is active. The spirit of God and His 
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grace induce in man faith, charity, and good works, and thus his 
justification is accomplished. 


1. The first condition for justification and salvation is faith. 

(a) The Holy Ghost bestows this faith, and thus it is, first 
of all, a grace and a gift of God. The Holy Ghost teaches, 
gives understanding and conviction, reminds of the truths of 
faith. (John xiv, 26; Eph. i, 17; John xvi, 8; Rom. viii, 16.) 

(b) Man must cooperate to gain the faith, and to make of 
it a virtue by hearing, reading, learning, by meditation, sup- 
pression of doubts, and by prayer. 

(c) Out of this faith then proceeds merit, as out of a root 
grow the trunk and branches of the tree. For instance, the 
thought of God’s omniscience, of the Passion of Christ, of 
the Judgment, have their influence. Hence, Jesus demands, 
first of all, faith, and makes great promises for faith. (John 
iii, 18; Heb. vi, 6.) 

2. Where there is faith there is charity, and only a faith with 


charity justifies. 


(a) Charity, therefore, has its origin in faith. What is the 
effect in man of the belief in the mercy of God, in the Re- 
demption, in the gifts of the Holy Ghost? What is the effect 
in man of the realization that all men are his brethren, that 
his parents and superiors are representatives of God’s Provi- 
dence? He loves. 


(b) Charity has its origin also in the Holy Ghost. How 
the members of the early Church loved one another. “The 


charity of God is poured forth in our hearts, by the Holy 
Ghost” (Rom. v, 5). 

(c) Charity, finally, has its origin in our voluntary coopera- 
tion. By our free will we must let faith and the Holy Ghost 
work in our heart. Our inborn self love we must help to 
eradicate. We must demonstrate charity in good works. 


3. Good works demanded by Christ and the Apostles. There 


are really meritorious works. The Holy Ghost and Divine grace 
help us to bring forth truly meritorious works. 


(a) Jesus and the Apostles demand good works. “For I 
was hungry and you gave me to eat,” etc. (Matt. xxv, 34-36). 
“Wherefore, brethren, labor the more than by good works 
you make sure your calling and election” (II Peter i, 10). 
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“Who will render to every man according to his works” (Rom. 
ii, 6). “I will shew thee by works my faith” (James ii, 18). 

(b) Many good works are without merit. There is no 
merit in pharisaical works. On the other hand, many works 
of themselves indifferent, become meritorious by being per- 
formed for the sake of God. 

(c) The help of God aids in the intention and in the per- 
formance. First the will, then the deed. Confidence in the 
help of God gives us courage and perseverance. 

Conclusion—Whenever we overcome evil and perform good 
deeds, let us remember that we do these things by the help of God. 
Therefore, honor God! “By the grace of God I am what I am” 
(I Cor xv, 10). “So you also when you shall have done all these 
things that are commanded of you say: We are unprofitable serv- 
ants” (Luke xvii, 10). “What hast thou that thou hast not re- 

ceived” (I. Cor. iv, 7). And be mindful that God, while He created 
: you without your consent, will not save you without your consent 
and cooperation. 

















ZOE TT ONES nie Ss 








CONFERENCES FOR THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
VII. Fattracies or SocitaLism 
I. Lasor Propuces Att WEALTH? 


In our previous conference you have learned why a man can not 
be a socialist and at the same time a good Catholic. Our dear Lord 
tells us: “No man can serve two masters.” How, indeed, could 
any one be a Catholic and accept the doctrines of socialism, deny- 
ing, as they do, the -very existence of God? A socialist, to be 
sincere, must accept the teachings and doctrines laid down by his 
leaders. These doctrines, however, deny the existence of God. 
They scout the ideas of a future life, of the immortality of the 
soul and future reward and punishment as laid down in the teach- 
ings of Christ. 

We may even go a step further and say that no man, whether 
Protestant, Jew or infidel, if he has any common sense, can be a 
socialist, because the whole system of socialism is a maze of con- 
tradictions, and such a system can never contain or further the 
truth, or for that matter the welfare of men. 

In this and the following conferences we will examine a number 
of the principles of socialism. To-day let us examine their claim 
that labor produces all wealth. 

This claim is reiterated so persistently and in so many variations, 
and the true facts and figures are juggled so cleverly, that people 
are too often carried away with the force of these words, especially 
that class of people who will not think, who will close their eyes 
to facts, in the fond hope of stumbling at last into a fairyland where 
every day will be a Sunday, and every man a king. 

Let us ask, now, whether labor really produces all wealth. 

The man working at a machine, the man setting ties for a rail- 
way at so much per day, the miner digging coal or ore from the 
bowels of the earth, each is told by the socialist how he is the 
creator of wealth for an employer who does no work at all. The 
laborer gets only a scant wage which does not permit him to have 
any of the luxuries which wealth can enjoy, and socialists will tell 
the laborer: “Look at the work you do, look at the wages you get, 
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they are not enough for you to enjoy your life as your employer 
enjoys his; you hardly get enough to live! And then look at your 
employer! See how he rolls in wealth! He hardly knows what to 
do with it. Who has made him rich? It was you, you, you! Your 
labor made him rich. Is it not a fact that labor produces all 
wealth? The socialist orators grow very eloquent in painting the 
ease and comfort of the employer in his comfortable office, and 
they ask whether the laboring man has an electric fan to keep him 
cool in summer, whether he can sit in a fancy revolving chair 
during his work, whether he has a mansion to live in, and a cottage 
at the seashore for the summer? All of which, of course, the 
laboring man has not. Such specious arguments help to give this 
false principle a semblance of truth, and they foment hatred and 
envy of the masses. And these orators will feel themselves amply 
repaid if they can gain their purpose, which is the sowing of dis- 
content. 

To give such arguments even more force statistics will be made 
to order, to show that the laboring man is cheated of the difference 
between the wages he receives and the selling price of the article 
he produces. 

The amount a laborer gets for making a pair of shoes is com- 
pared with the price of shoes sold at the store. The difference, it 
is claimed, belongs not to the employer, but to the laborer who 
made the shoes. Who gets the difference? the socialist will ask. 
The boss, of course! Labor produces everything, the boss nothing. 
Yet labor gets only a few pennies and the boss grows wealthy. 
Again we hear: Labor produces all wealth. 

Let us investigate this claim. If it were not for the word “all” 
the claim would contain some truth, like a number of other 
socialistic assertions. As it stands, however, it is false. The 
fallacy of the proposition must be all the more apparent, since by 
labor only manual labor is meant. Socialists are wise in their 
generation by crediting to manual labor the creation of all wealth, 
because they know what part of humanity can most easily be won 
over to their schemes. It is true, socialism claims a number of 
wealthy people in its ranks. But we have yet to learn of one who 
disposed of his wealth for the benefit of the working man. They 
are socialists for revenue only. It is equally true that the majority 
of the laboring class is law abiding and honorable. The thinking 
men of this class will look upon socialism with suspicion. All 
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others, however, are an easy prey. They readily throw reasoning 
to the winds. Some people simply wait for a man to come and sell 
them a gold brick. 

Let us suppose now that you own a number of acres of wood- 
land. Some of the trees are elms and tamaracks, while others are 
oaks and maples. The actual cost of cutting the trees and hauling 
them to the mill is the same for both, the cheap and the expensive 
grade of lumber. If, then, labor would produce all wealth, the 
selling price would be the same for one tree as for another. The 
fact is, however, that the market pays more for hard wood than 
for ordinary wood. This is just an instance to show that manual 
labor does not produce all wealth. One source of wealth, there- 
fore, is found in the raw material, independent of labor. 


The elm is a common tree. Its wood is not adapted for fine 
work, hence hard maple, walnut or oak are needed for such work, 
and consequently hard wood fetches better prices. The mining of 
gold and silver will be practically alike in cost of labor. Yet who 
will say that both metals should be of the same value? Labor, then, 
does not produce all wealth. 

The market price of raw material, but also the law of demand 
and supply, are factors in the production of wealth the same as 
labor. Another example may bring out this point even more clearly. 
Air is absolutely necessary for all life. There can be neither plant 
life nor animal life without air. There is a universal consumption 
of air. But why is never a price set on air? Simply for the reason 
that, though the demand is great, the supply is greater and in- 
exhaustible. Let me give you still another example. Go to a toy 
store and the merchant may show you boxes of toys that he did 
not sell during the holiday season for the simple reason that there 
was no demand for this kind of toys. There was the supply, but 
no demand. His entire stock may be a loss to him. He would sell 
it even below cost, but no one wants it. Here we have a case of 
supply without demand. 

You might go to a book store and look at two particular books. 
One has a splendid sale, while the other remains on the shelves. 
Let us suppose that the two books have cost the same amount to 
produce them. Why is it that one book will have a tremendous 
sale, while the other is ignored? If it were only a question of 
manual labor both should sell alike. But they do not. What, then, 
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is it that creates a demand for the one book, while no one wants 
the other? 

The one book is ably written, it appeals to people, it becomes the 
talk of the newspapers and magazines, and the demand for it 
grows with each day. In some way or other the second book re- 
mains on the shelves of book stores. Now, if manual labor did 
produce all wealth, that other book should have an equal share of 
popularity, equal profit for publisher, author and bookseller. So 
there is something besides manual labor that produces wealth. 
This is a third source of wealth, besides labor, and that is thought. 

There is yet another factor for producing wealth, and that is 
capital. 

While labor is necessary for capital, capital is vitally necessary 
for labor. An example will illustrate this point. Consider the 
building of a railway. A company of wealthy men combine to 
build a railway through a certain section of land. Have you ever 
considered how many hundreds of thousands of dollars must be 
spent before that company can receive the first cent in return? 
There is the right of way that must be bought. A small army of 
lawyers and real estate men must be employed, and paid for, be- 
fore the first spike is driven into the first tie. Surveyors are sent 
out and civil engineers, to map out the route of the tracks. Bridges 
must be built over rivers and valleys, tunnels must be dug through 
hills and mountains, the track must be graded, and when an army 
of workmen have done all that work, another starts to lay ties and 
rails. All this labor must be paid for, all material must be bought 
and paid for, and finally there is needed a lot of expensive equip- 
ment for freight and passenger service, repair shops, depots, and 
the thousand and one things required for the running of a train. 
For years thousands of people find steady employment and receive 
wages every week from capital which all these years does not earn 
a single cent, until finally the first passengers and the first load of 
freight are sent over the rails. 

We have found, therefore, five factors productive of wealth. 
The first is manual labor, the second the intrinsic value of material, 
the third the law of supply and demand, the fourth intellectual 
effort, and the fifth capital. Of all five taken together we can 
truthfully say that they produce all wealth. If, with labor, we in- 
clude these other factors, the proposition is correct. Socialists, 
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however, will never admit that these other factors are necessary 
and important. 

We must not forget that even the laboring man receives a share 
of wealth. Labor produces wealth not only for the capitalist, but 
also for the working man. Any laboring man who gives proof of 
his thrift and enterprise, who becomes an expert in his line of work 
will get ample reward for his work, as the example of thousands 
of self-made men in our country testify. It is not that what a man 
earns that will make him wealthy, it is that what he will save. The 
man who earns a hundred dollars a month and spends a hundred 
will remain poor if he works a hundred years. 

Yet socialists will forever proclaim that labor enriches only the 
wealthy, and statistics are made to order to give force to this 
argument. 

Their favorite example is the instance of a laboring man in a 
shoe factory, figuring out what he gets for making a pair of shoes 
and what he must pay for a pair if he goes to buy them. The 
question, then, is asked: “Who gets the difference?” And the 
answer is: “The employer.” 

But let us see how many parties share in this difference of price. 
There must be considered all the office help of the factory, build- 
ing and maintenance of the factory, insurance, interest on loans, 
taxes, the farmer who raises the cattle from which the hide is 
taken, the tanner who makes the hide into leather, the shipper, the 
salesman who sells the leather, the machinery used to work the 
leather into shape, and finally the retailer who must make a profit 
in the selling of shoes; all these must be considered. It will be 
readily seen that the employer does not get all the difference, but 
just enough to pay expenses and a fair return on his investment 
and for his risk. 

This claim of socialism is therefore false, and any man with 
common sense and not afraid to use his reason must see that it is 
false. It can only appeal to such as are wilfully blind to facts and 
purposely deaf to reason. It appeals strongly to the discontented, 
and these do not always ask whether the reason for their discontent 
is not of their own making. 
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REticious LIFE 


saw their way clear to follow the voice of God. 


enter upon the religious life. 


part of parents. 


same thing. 
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XIX. OBSTACLES THAT Must BE OVERCOME IN CHOOSING THE 


My Dear Children of Mary:—Anything that is worth while is 
worth of effort. People of the world will tell you that the making 
of money, the gaining of honors, the success of great enterprises, 
demands much efforts. Indeed, whatever we acquire without effort 
is, as a rule, not much appreciated. Money obtained by inheritance 
or gift is often spent as easily as received. Honors showered upon 
one are little thought of. Hence we must not be surprised that the 
highest calling, to which you may be eligible, demands many an 
earnest effort. The obstacles you will find in your way will be 
many, and only in zealously overcoming every one of them will you 
feel that your vocation is really worth the effort it calls for. 

They could best tell what struggles and trials must be undergone 
who have entered religious life; but rarely, except when called 
upon to give advice to others, will their lips open to reveal the 
trials, the doubts, the opposition they had to overcome, before they 


For the sake of those who seriously contemplate entering the 
convent, and as a wholesome lesson to all of you, that you may 
learn to see things in their proper light, we will speak of the 
ordinary obstacles that must be met and overcome before one can 


As a rule, the first obstacle will be the refusal of consent on the 


Many a misguided mother will be shocked if her daughter de- 
sires to be a sister, as though it were a misfortune for the family. 
If the girl marries the whole household rejoices. 
ever asked whether the daughter will be happy in that state. 
any rate she marries, and what more can a girl expect! Whether 
the man is unworthy, whether he is honorable, industrious, sober, 
is sometimes not even thought of. There are mothers who seem 
to have but one task in life, and that is to marry off their daughters. 
Yet happiness and marriage are by no means words that mean the 


No question is 
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Some mother will say, “If my daughter marries, I can see her 
once in a while, and she can come to visit us; not so if she goes 
to the convent.” 

Such a mother gives more thought to her own gratification than 
to the happiness of her daughter. Indeed there have been mothers 
who would rather see their girls die than enter the convent. Such 
parents do not realize that their children belong to God. As He 
has given them, so, too, He may take them. But the trouble with 
such mothers is usually their extreme selfishness or, possibly, their 
anger at not having things their own way. 

If some of you have reason to think that you are called to enter 
the convent, and your parents oppose your wish, pray that God 
may soften their hearts. Tell your difficulties to your parish priest, 
or to him to whom you go to Confession, and follow their advice. 

Other obstacles will, at times, be found in peculiar conditions, 
the poverty or impaired health of parents. There may be instances 
where an only child feels called upon to enter the convent. 

Speaking on general lines, a vocation will seldom be found in 
such cases. We may be certain, however, that if God has really 
chosen such a soul, He will find a way for her to follow that call- 
ing. The ways of God are wonderful. 

Many years ago a certain mother lost her husband. One of her 
boys had finished a year at college in preparation for the priest- 
hood, and relatives and friends advised to make the boy leave 
college and help in bringing up the smaller children. But this good 
mother said that if it were God’s will that the boy should be a priest 
she would not place the least obstacle in his way. The mother 
worked all the harder that her boy might finish his studies. In 
time this boy was ordained a priest, and now he is Pope Pius X. 
Had the mother of this great Pope followed the advice of her 
worldly friends she would have robbed the Church of one of her 
greatest Popes. 

There are other obstacles in comparison to which the opposition 
of parents seems trifling. And among these difficulties we mention 
the vanity and love of ease found in many girls of the present time. 

Too many girls there are who spend every penny they earn for 
dress. The girl working in a factory desires to dress as hand- 
somely as one who earns three times as much. Now it is certain 
that it is quite proper for you to dress nicely, but to dress becom- 
ingly must not mean extravagance. People nowadays are hanker- 
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ing for amusement, and girls follow the fad. If they have to miss 
a dance or a show their hearts almost break. They must take in 
every excursion, dance and play that comes along. You have heard, 
more than once, how this silly craving for pleasure has brought a 
girl to disgrace and ruin, yet girls will go on in the same way, 
without taking a warning; the moth will seek the flame, unmindful 
of the many that lie perished at the bottom of the candle. 

The craving for amusement and fine dresses is so prevalent in 
many girls of the present time that they have no ear for the 
call of God. There is a great need for nuns; you may inquire of 
any convent, and everywhere you will hear that they could open 
so many more schools or hospitals if they only had the sisters for 
them. The very fact that there is such a great field for work must 
mean that there are many vocations, for God selects souls to do 
this work. Hence, the scarcity of nuns must make us think 
that there are young people who pay no attention to the call of 
God. Another fact that leads one to suspect cases of rejection of 
the call of God is the great amount of misery and unhappiness in 
the world. Much of this will be of our own making if we refuse 
the work God points out to us. If we act contrary to the will and 
plan of God it is needless to seek for happiness. We shall be 
unable to find it away from God. 

Still another obstacle you may find in the lack of piety. 

You may have observed how most girls at the age of eight or 
ten want to be sisters. Piety surrounds them daily at the parish 
school. But it takes only a few years after leaving the parish 
school for the practice of piety to grow slack. And this gradual 
lessening of piety is, unfortunately, looked upon as a necessary 
condition of life. The world looks upon the practice of piety as 
something belonging only to the convent and the clergy, and to 
some old, saintly people. 

The truth remains that God selects enough souls to carry on His 
work, but that many of those who are called pay no attention to 
His call. Lack of piety makes them deaf to the voice of God. The 
love for finery and pleasure renders them blind, while sometimes 
obstacles at home defeat their intentions. 

In a number of girls as large as yours, God, no doubt, has picked 
out some to carry on His work. Let it not be said of you that you 
failed to follow the call of God. 
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BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XLIII. St. HERMENEGILD 


My Dear Boys:—More than a thousand years ago the fair land 
of Spain was peopled by Visigoths. While the Ostrogoths had con- 
quered the eastern part of Europe, the Visigoths had extended their 
rule over the other part. The Goths were of Germanic origin. 
Their continual warfare had made them as bold as lions, but also as 
cruel and relentless as tigers. The Gothic people had embraced 
Arianism, a sect that denied the Divinity of Christ. Like all other 
sects, before and after, Arianism proceeded to persecute all that 
would not bow down before it. Fire and sword were its chief 
arguments. The Gothic people being barbaric and brutal, you will 
easily understand that when they sided with the Arians, Catholics 
could expect little mercy from them. For an apostate Catholic is 
always a worse enemy of the Church than one who never belonged 
to her. 

The father of St. Hermenegild was king Leovigild, a stern and 
hard-hearted man. The saint being the older of his two sons, the 
king arranged that he should be brought up a strict Arian, because 
as the coming king of the Visigoths, he was to preserve the kingdom 
for that sect. But God in His own most wonderful way disposed 
otherwise. The people of the kingdom were no longer to be misled, 
but to be returned to the Mother Church they had forsaken. To 
show you how wonderfully Divine Providence works out its aim, 
consider that here was the son of a king, brought up in a false reli- 
gion. Nevertheless the youth was well meaning. By chance, as world- 
ly people would say, he met St. Leander, bishop of Seville. From the 
time of their first meeting this youth and the saintly old bishop be- 
came good friends. The prince could not help being influenced by the 
holiness of the aged bishop, and he was induced to pray as he never 
prayed before. And when the prince realized that Arianism was 
not the true religion, he was anxious to learn the truth. So it 
happened that the saintly bishop had the happiness of baptizing 
one that was to be a saint like himself. 

The suffering of St. Hermenegild begins with the time when he 
was received into the Church by St. Leander. Both Leovigild and 
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the stepmother never permitted Hermenegild to have many happy 
days. Both were very severe. After his conversion he found his 
home anything but agreeable. To avoid the continual taunting and 
numberless insults he had to flee from home. Then men who im- 
posed themselves upon him as friends betrayed him to his father, 
and he was brought back to the palace—in chains. The king was 
so enraged that he had his son put in prison. Castles in those days 
had a subterranean vault where prisoners were kept. Into such a 
prison St. Hermenegild was thrown. Heavy chains hung from the 
walls and were attached to his hands and feet. 

It would have been an easy matter for the saint to obtain his 
liberty. All he had to do was to renounce the Catholic faith and 
declare that he wished to be an Arian. But neither starvation nor 
the darkness and filth of the prison, neither the rage of his royal 
father, nor the chains that bruised his tender flesh, were able to 
cause him to falter in the faith. 

Imagine the son of a king brought up in a luxurious palace. 
Wherever he appeared he received royal honors, servants waiting 
to do his bidding day and night, he had the best of the land, and was 
accustomed to see the bright side of life. Of a sudden his life with 
all its pomp and ease is changed to a life of disgrace. Instead of 
getting the finest of food he is starved; instead of going about and 
receiving the homage of a faithful people he is placed in chains; 
instead of the comfortable rooms of the palace he must dwell in 
a hideous prison where fresh air or sunshine never entered. If 
you. realize what all this must mean, you can form an idea of what 
St. Hermenegild suffered during the time he was in prison. 

St. Gregory the Great, in describing the suffering of this saint, 
relates that king Leovigild at one time sent an Arian bishop to the 
prison of St. Hermenegild. It was the day before Easter. The 
king was waiting for one word and he would have welcomed his 
son back and would have given him the crown. But that one word, 
the denial of the true faith, was never spoken. The king in despair 
ordered that his son should be beheaded that very night. Thus 
St. Hermenegild died for his holy faith, during the night before 
Easter in the year 585. 

Leovigild died shortly after his son. In his heart he could not 
help but admire his son for the steadfastness of character. While 
he did not return to the true faith, for fear of displeasing his 
people, he did manage to place his other son in the care of St. 
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Leander. It was human respect that prevented the king from 
embracing the truth. Practically his entire kingdom was Arian. 
He feared his people, doubting whether he would keep the crown 
for himself and his son if he would join the true Church. Did the 
thought ever occur to him that God could have given him a grander 
crown than the one that was within the giving of his nation? 
Worldly people know but one fear: the fear of offending people. 
To offend God means nothing to them. 

How idle the king’s fears were we see in the conversion of 
Recared, the brother of St. Hermenegild, who was a mere boy 
when he was received in the Church. The fear of the old king did 
not materialize. The people, instead of becoming vexed or even 
rebellious, showed by their actions that they were perfectly satis- 
fied. Recared became popular and was idolized by his people. 
Indeed, after a few years the majority of the Visigoths came back 
to the true fold. 

The one strong characteristic that stands out boldly in the life 
of St. Hermenegild is his conscientiousness in placing the obedience 
to God above all other considerations. His father was well aware 
that the Arian sect was not the true Church. He was a man ad- 
vanced in years, he knew the world, and showed a ripened judg- 
ment regarding worldly matters of importance. Yet he was a slave 
of human respect. Leovigild feared the loss of his kingdom. Then, 
too, there was his pride. For many years he had persecuted mem- 
bers of the Church, and to admit that he had been wrong was more 
than his pride would permit. King Leovigild may have been brave 
and daring in war, morally he was a coward. He would stoop to do 
wrong in order to please the people. 

On the other hand, St. Hermenegild knew how implacable his 
father was, for he had seen with his own eyes how his father had 
persecuted the Church. St. Hermenegild knew also that his father 
was likely not only to disown him, but even to imprison and kill 
him. Knowing the violent character of the Goths, the saint had all 
reason to fear it. Yet he worried little about his inheritance 
and even less about his safety. For him it was a question of re- 
ceiving a better crown, a better life. To gain the kingdom of 
heaven the saint was willing to sacrifice everything worldly. The 
severity of his father and the ill will of a nation were as nothing 
to him in comparison with the call of duty. 
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With this lofty example of St. Hermenegild in mind, let us con- 
sider how easily we are swayed by human respect and fear. 

We know what God requires us to do; we are also conscious of 
the way of the world. We know that if we are punctual and faith- 
ful in our religious duties the world will call us pietists or bigots; 
if we are honest and upright we may be regarded even as hypo- 
crites, and no doubt that hurts. The result is that human respect 
often makes cowards of us. We may learn to fear the world more 
than God. We hear of a business man who says he does not go to 
church on Sunday for fear to lose trade if people were to learn that 
he is a Catholic. Some people will fail to observe days of fast or 
abstinence when they are among those of other creeds, and many 
would rather be looked upon as up to date, or even ahead of the 
times, than as faithful to the laws of God. They are far more 
eager to gain that worthless reward the world may give, and think 
little or nothing of the eternal reward God has in His power of 
giving. If we feared God half as much as we fear the world, we 
should all be saints. 

After all, the world can neither punish nor reward to any great 
extent. Too often the world turns down the very men that served 
it most faithfully. The world likes to change its idols. The man 
whom the world worships to-day as the greatest ever, it will ridicule 
and abuse to-morrow. Human respect and human fear is one of 
the most compelling weapons of the devil—it is the trap into which 
we go most readily. 

We have all reason, then, to pray to St. Hermenegild that 
through his intercession we may gain some of his strength of 
character. May he intercede for us, so that in the future we may 
be free from human respect, and that, like him, we may be ready 
and willing to die rather than to offend God grievously. 

We have not been made by the world, or for the world, or of the 
world. We are the handwork of God. We cannot expect much 
good from the world, nor have we much reason to fear it. There 
is only One whom we have reason to fear, from whom we may 
expect great good, and that One is our Creator, God. Hence the 
Holy Ghost says: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom.” 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
Our Lorp ForeTELLs His DEPARTURE FROM THIS WORLD 


Introduction—The Last Supper was over, and Jesus had insti- 
tuted the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, to be for His disciples 
and for us all a memorial of His love. The disciples were sad. 
Why? Because they all felt that this was the last time when they 
would be with their Master. Everything had been very solemn, 
and though our Lord’s words were most loving, His face was 
sorrowful, and the disciples had never seen Him look as He did 
then. Soon afterwards Jesus told them plainly that He was about 
to leave them: “I go to the Father.” The thought of His departure 
filled them with great sorrow, for they would be alone and desolate, 
and such a prospect gave rise to fear and anxiety in their hearts, 
so that they were quite bewildered and depressed, though hardly 
able to understand the bad news. Our Lord could not spare His 
friends this pain, but He wanted to soothe it and diminish their 
anxiety, so He uttered a most beautiful farewell discourse, part 
of which we read in to-day’s Gospel. 

I. GospeL: John xvi, 16-22. 

1. Jesus foretells their parting. 

2. The disciples do not understand Jesus. 
3. Jesus comforts the disciples. 

4. Parable of the joy of motherhood. 

II. ExpLaNnaTIon: 1. Parting and meeting again.—Our Lord 
spoke quite plainly of leaving His disciples, but He mentioned also 
their seeing Him again very soon. “A litile while, and now you 
shall not see Me, and again a little while and you shall see Me.” 
There is no difficulty for us in interpreting these words. . . . Our 
Lord was going to die on the very next day, so in a little while the 
disciples would not see Him. After three days He would rise 
from the dead, so in a little while they would see Him again. But 
why did He add: “Because I go to the Father” ... He wanted 
to console His friends by reminding them that they would see 
Him again in God’s presence in heaven. Yes, there was to be no 
real end to their seeing Him again after the resurrection. By the 
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light of the Holy Spirit they would always behold Jesus, until 
they were permitted to see Him for ever in heaven. 

2. Failure of the disciples to understand our Lord.—They 
understood quite well that their Master was about to leave them, 
and the prospect of parting from Him made them sad. Then He 
spoke of their seeing Him again, and these words were like a ray 
of light falling upon their hearts, and sweet consolation mingled 
with their sorrow. Soon, however, a doubt arose in their minds, 
and they said one to another: “What is this that He saith to us: 
A little while?” None could answer the question, for no one had 
understood our Lord’s meaning; so they said: “We know not what 
He speaketh.” What was it in our Lord’s words that the disciples 
found so perplexing? . . . Jesus had said: “A little while and you 
shall see Me, because I go to the Father.” Was His return to 
His Father to be only for a short time? Would He soon come 
back from heaven?—The disciples could not be sure what He 
meant. They had often heard Him speak of rising from the dead, 
but these words had seemed to them obscure, and then they were 
not thinking about them. 

3. Our Lord’s words of consolation——Our Saviour noticed that 
His disciples did not understand, and knew that they would like 
to ask Him what He meant; so He graciously forestalled their 
question, and said: “Of this do you inquire among yourselves, be- 
cause I said: A little while and you shall not see Me; and again a 
little while, and you shall see Me?” Notice the difference. This 
time Jesus did not mention going to the Father, for it was pre- 
cisely that remark which had puzzled the poor disciples. How did 
He explain what He had said about “a little while’? He did not 
say: “I am now going to suffer and to die, and my death will 
plunge you into sorrow.” Nor did He explain that He would rise 
again on the third day, and that His coming back to them would 
fill them with joy. The disciples could not have borne any men- 
tion of the Crucifixion; their horror at it would have made it 
impossible for them to look forward to seeing their Lord again. 
No, our Saviour only hinted gently at what was about to happen, 
and said: “You shall lament and weep, but the world shall rejoice.” 
That was all, but it was enough, for now they were prepared for 
anything. Why should the world rejoice? ... Because when 
Christ hung dying on the Cross, His enemies would exclaim with 
delight: “Now we have done with Jesus; that is the end of His 
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new religion!” Our Lord at once tried to console the disciples by 
adding: “You shall be made sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be 
turned into joy.” What did He mean? ... He meant that after 
the first little while they would weep and lament over His death; 
but after the second little while they would rejoice at His resur- 
rection and at seeing Him again; and then the world would lament, 
but Jesus did not actually say this. Did all these things really 
come to pass? ... 

4. Parable—tThe disciples’ sorrow was not to last long, for it 
would soon be changed into joy, and our Saviour made use of a 
beautiful comparison to teach them this truth, When a woman 
becomes a mother, she feels anxiety and pain, but they are soon 
over, and, as soon as she sees her child, she forgets all that she has 
suffered, and her motherly heart is filled with happiness. Our 
Lord told the disciples that it would be the same with them. “So 
also you now indeed have sorrow, but I will see you again, and 
your heart shall rejoice.’ When was this to be? ... The very 
things that had caused them the deepest sorrow—our Lord’s Cruci- 
fixion and burial—were to be the causes of their greatest joy. How 
could that be? . . . Without death there can be no glorious Resur- 
rection, and without the pain of parting no glad meeting again. 
How long was their joy to last? . . . “Your joy no man shall take 
from you.” How could that be true? Was not our Saviour going 
to leave His friends again at His Ascension? . . . Yes, of course; 
but the joy of Easter would be followed by that of Pentecost, when 
the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, would come to the disciples and 
abide with them always, until they entered “into the joy of their 
Lord.” How were our Saviour’s words fulfilled? .. . 

Questions for Repetition—What was the disposition of the 
Apostles at the Last Supper? ... In what words did our Lord 
foretell His leaving them and their seeing Him again? . . . What 
was there in His words that the disciples could not understand? 
. . . How can we explain what our Lord said about a little while? 
. . . Why would not our Saviour speak plainly about His Cruci- 
fixion? . . . How did He again try to comfort His disciples? .. . 
Is it true that the Apostles’ sorrow made the world rejoice, and 
that their joy made the world grieve? . . . Why could no one take 
away from the disciples their joy at our Lord’s Resurrection? .. . 

III. Apprication: 1. Points for instruction—(a) In to-day’s 
Gospel Jesus revealed to His disciples both the sorrow and the joy 
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that they would feel. We see how everything lay open before His 
eyes. What do we mean when we call our Lord omniscient? .. . 
How did Christ display His omniscience at the Last Supper? .. . 
He knew of the treachery of Judas, and of St. Peter’s denial. 
(b) At the end of the explanation that He gave to the disciples 
our Lord said: “Your joy no man shall take from you.” There 
is everlasting joy in eternity. What is heaven? ... Can we form 
any idea of eternal happiness? . . . Will all men be equally happy 
in heaven? ... 

2. Why is not this Gospel read before, rather than after Easter? 
... It is very well suited to this season. Jesus, our Good 
Shepherd, will soon take leave of us and go back to heaven. This 
thought is a drop of sorrow mingling with our Easter happiness. 
If a dying father says to his children: “I must leave you now, soon 
you will have no father,” will they not be filled with sorrow? They 
will begin to weep and say: “Father, dear father, stay with us; 
do not leave us.” This was how the disciples felt; and every 
good Christian shares their feeling to some extent. But our 
Saviour comforts us by saying: “I will see you again, and your 
heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man shall take from you.” 
The Good Shepherd comforts His poor litile sheep—this is the 
chief thought suggested to us by to-day’s Gospel. 

3. Some day we shall all see Jesus, but, like the disciples, we 
can reach the joys of heaven only after we have suffered on earth. 
Does that matter very much? Suffering lasts only a little while 
and there will be no end to our happiness. Therefore let us suffer 
willingly, if heaven is to be our reward; let us struggle for it, pray 
for it and look forward to it. St. John says very beautifully: 
“Death shall be no more, nor mourning, nor crying, nor sorrow 
shall be any more, for the former things are passed away” (Apoc. 
Xxi, 4). 





FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
Our Lorp Promises To SEND THE Hoty GHost 
Introduction.—Last Sunday we read part of our Lord’s farewell 


discourse to His disciples. When was it uttered? ... Can you 
tell me briefly what it contained? . . . To-day’s Gospel is taken 
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from the same discourse. What were the feelings of the disciples 
just then? ... Our Lord had told them that He was going to 
leave them, and they were very sad; they did not know what to 
do. But that was not all, for our Saviour had told them something 
else: “They will put you out of the synagogues; yea, the hour 
cometh that whosoever killeth you will think that he doth a service 
to God; and these things will they do to you, because they have not 
known the Father nor Me” (John xvi, 1, 2). So the disciples were 
not only to lose their Master, but they were to undergo suffering 
and persecution. This seemed too much for them to bear; they 
lost all courage, until our Lord lifted them out of their state of 
depression by promising to send them the Holy Ghost, the Com- 
forter. 

I. GospEL: John xvi, 5-14. 

1. Jesus foretells His departure. 

2. Jesus gives the reason for His departure. 

3. The action of the Holy Ghost upon the world. 

4. The action of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles. 

II. ExpLanaTion: 1. Jesus foretells His departure—“Now I 
go to Him that sent Me.” Do you understand these words? .. . 
They mean: “I came from the Father and am going back to Him.” 
“And none of you asketh me: Whither goest thou? But because | 
have spoken these things to you, sorrow hath filled your heart.” 
These words contain a gentle reproof. What would Jesus have 
liked the disciples to do? ...To ask Him: “Whither goest 
Thou?” and to wish Him happiness. But their hearts were so full 
of sorrow that they never thought of asking a question; they could 
not put aside their gloomy forebodings, but were wondering what 
would become of them when Jesus was no longer with them. We 
might almost fancy that they had some secret grudge hidden in 
their hearts. Our Lord, however, did not mean to distress them 
by His reproof; He wanted to turn their thoughts into another 
direction. How did He do this? ... 

2. Jesus gives the reason for His departure-—He told His 
disciples that they had no reason for mourning over His departure, 
they ought rather to rejoice. What were our Lord’s exact words? 
... “It ts expedient to you that I go, for if I go not, the Paraclete 
will not come to you.” Why could not the Holy Ghost come unless 
Christ went away? It was God’s holy Will that the work of re- 
demption should be completed by our Lord’s Ascension, before the 
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Holy Ghost came and imparted the graces of redemption. Christ 
must first go back to His Father, and then the Holy Ghost could 
begin His work and glorify Jesus. Hence our Lord added: “Jf J 
go, I will send Him to you.” Then follows an account of the 
wonderful action of the Holy Ghost in the world. Pay great atten- 
tion, for this is cne of the most difficult, but at the same time one 
of the most beautiful passages in the whole Bible. Read the words 
over again... . 

3. The action of the Holy Ghost upon the world—Of what was 
the Holy Ghost to convince the world? .. . “Of sin, because they 
believed not in Me.” What does this mean? The Apostles were 
to preach by the power of the Holy Ghost, and many, hearing 
them, would acknowledge that they had sinned through not be- 
lieving in Christ, the Messias ; and these people would be converted. 
[The Church of Christ was to accomplish great things through the 
Holy Ghost. Many would say, however, “Yes, the Christian re- 
ligion is good and beautiful, and has changed thousands of sinners 
into saints.” Yet they would not believe because they refused to 
do so. In their unbelief they fall more deeply than ever into sin, 
and finally are lost for all eternity.] The Holy Ghost was to con- 
vince the world “of justice, because I go to the Father, and you 
shall see Me no longer.” ‘This is another difficult passage. Our 
Lord meant: “The Holy Ghost will convince men that I am just 
and not a sinner.” How was this to be ‘done? By our Lord’s 
Ascension: “Because I go to the Father; for although I shall no 
longer be visible here on earth, I shall continue my wonderful 
works through you, My Apostles.” [Our Lord seems to say: “I 
shall breathe My Holy Spirit into the Church to be her soul, and 
then she will accomplish great things in the world. Many of the 
children of the Church will live just and holy lives, and thus the 
world will see that I am the Just One, the Son of God, and desire 
to lead all men to justice.] The Holy Ghost was to convince the 
world also “of judgment, because the prince of this world is al- 
ready judged.” These words are even more difficult to understand 
than the others. The prince of this world is satan, who impelled 
the Jews to put the Son of God to death, so that all hell triumphed 
at our Lord’s Crucifixion. The exultation was, however, of short 
duration, since satan had not really overcome Christ, but had him- 
self been conquered. The hour of our Lord’s death was that in 
which the prince of this world was judged. The effects of this 
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judgment were soon seen; satan had gradually to quit the world, 
and his works—error and falsehood, sin and idolatry—were little 
by little to disappear, whereas the dominion of Christ was to extend 
more and more. All this was to be done through the action of the 
Holy Ghost, and many, perceiving these things, would acknowledge 
that there was indeed a judgment, for the prince of this world had 
already been judged. 

4. The action of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles—The 
disciples seem not to have understood our Lord, and this was not 
surprising. He saw at once that they were perplexed, and so He 
said: “J have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now.” ‘The disciples were still like children in the faith and 
in the Christian religion. Can children in the lowest classes be 
taught all the truths of faith? No, there is a great deal that they 
would not understand, and we can teach them only the things of 
chief importance; later on, when they are older, they can learn 
more. Our Lord treated His disciples like children, so He consoled 
them by saying: “When He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will 
teach you all truth.’ How would the Holy Ghost teach the Apos- 
tles? . . . Jesus had taught them by word of mouth, but the Holy 
Ghost was to teach them through their minds. What Jesus had be- 
gun, the Holy Ghost was to finish, not all at once, but very gradu- 
ally. From whom did the Holy Ghost receive all truth? “He shall 
not speak of himself, but what things soever he shall hear, he shall 
speak.” From whom does the Holy Ghost hear anything? ... All 
truth comes from God the Father, who first sent His Son to begin 
teaching the Apostles the Christian faith, and afterwards the Holy 
Ghost was to come and instruct them further. Was the 
Holy Ghost to announce quite new truths? Jesus said: “He 
shall glorify Me; because He shall receive of Mine, and 
shall shew it to you.” The Holy Ghost would only explain and de- 
velop and complete the teaching of Christ. Just as a seed contains 
a whole plant in itself, so did our Lord’s teaching contain all the 
truths of Christianity; the Holy Ghost was not to teach anything 
but the doctrines of Christ, and there can be no higher or better 
religion than the one taught by Him. 

Questions for repetition—What made the disciples very sad? 
.. . In what words did our Lord speak of His return to His 
Father? . . . How did our Lord’s words conyey a gentle reproof 
to the disciples? . . . What reason did our Lord give for going 
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back to His Father? ... What did our Saviour say about the 
action of the Holy Ghost upon the world? . . . In what way can 
the Holy Ghost convince the world of sin? ... of justice? ... 
of judgment? . . . How will all this happen? . . . What did Jesus 
say about the action of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles? ... 
In what relation does the teaching of the Holy Ghost stand to the 
teaching of Christ? ... 

III. AppLicaTION: 1. This Gospel contains some important 
doctrines of faith—(a) The disciples were depressed at their 
Master’s departure, for they were thinking more of themselves than 
of Him. Had they perfect love of Him? ... When is our love 
of God perfect? ... (b) Jesus said: “If I go, I will send Him 
(the Holy Ghost) to you.” Christ had first to return to the Father 
before He could send down the Holy Ghost. This is an important 
doctrine. From whom does the Holy Ghost proceed? . .. Who is the 
Holy Ghost? ... (c) Jesus called the Holy Ghost the Comforter. 
What graces does the Holy Ghost bestow upon our souls? ... 
(d) Christ promised His disciples that “the Spirit of truth should 
teach them all truth.” The Spirit of Truth abides always in the 
Church of Christ. What graces does it bestow upon the Church? 
. . . Why is the Catholic Church infallible? ... 

2. Why do we read this Gospel after Easter? ... It is a very 
good preparation for our Lord’s Ascension. To-day, like last 
Sunday, we read how He spoke of leaving this world, but whereas 
last Sunday He told His disciples not to be sad, because He was 
leaving them, to-day He says that they ought to rejoice: “It is 
expedient to you that I go, for if I go not, the Paraclete will not 
come to you.” The chief thought therefore suggested by the 
Gospel of the Fourth Sunday after Easter is: The Good Shepherd 
promises to send the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. 

3. The Holy Ghost is still our Comforter—Life is full of 
troubles, and no day is quite free from them. If you have not 
found this out yet, you will soon do so. It is not easy to bear sick- 
ness, poverty, temptation and scorn; and we all need comfort. 
But the Holy Ghost can make everything bearable, and when He 
helps us, what is bitter becomes sweet, and suffering turns into 
joy. Think how much St. Paul had to endure, and yet he wrote: 
“T am filled with comfort; I exceedingly abound with joy in all 
our tribulation” (II. Cor. vii, 4). Do not forget the Holy Ghost, 
your best Friend, though one whom we unhappily often forget 
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and ignore. The Holy Ghost is still the Spirit of Truth, and will 
teach you all truth. It is He who really teaches you your religion, 
for without Him nothing that I can say would do you any good. 
I can only give you religious instruction; I cannot give you re- 
ligion. Do you see now how necessary it is for us all to make use 
of the light and graces given by the Holy Ghost? You should 
often say very earnestly: “Come, Holy Ghost!” 





FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
EXHORTATION TO PRAYER 


Introduction.—This is the last Sunday before the Ascension. 
What should we expect the Gospel to contain? . . . Our Lord once 
more urges His followers to pray, and again tells them that He is 
going away. On the third Sunday after Easter we read that He 
said: “A little while and now you shall not see me, . . . because 
I go to the Father.” Of course this made the disciples sad, and so 
He continued, as we read last Sunday, “I tell you the truth: It is 
expedient to you that I go; for if I go not, the Paraclete will not 
come to you.” Now, on the fifth Sunday, our Lord says quite 
plainly: “I leave the world and I go to the Father.” This Gospel 
is again taken from the farewell discourse uttered by our Lord be- 
fore He went out with His disciples to the Mount of Olives. 

I. GosPeL: John xvi, 23-30. 

1. Prayer offered in the name of Jesus. 

2. Our Lord’s new method of instruction. 

3. The disciples’ new method of prayer. 

4. Whence Christ came and whither He went. 
5. The disciples understand Him and believe. 

II. ExpLanaTion: 1. Prayer offered in the name of Jesus.— 
Our Lord had just been speaking of seeing His disciples again after 
the Resurrection ; the descent of the Holy Ghost was to be the be- 
ginning of God’s new kingdom and of a new life of prayer. Christ 
spoke very plainly of this, saying: “Amen, amen, I say to you; if 
you ask the Father anything in My Name, He will give it you.” 
What is meant by asking in the Name of Jesus? ... It means 
that you are to ask with confidence in His merits, and then you will 
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obtain everything. As the Father loves the Son, He will certainly 
give you what you ask. This is why the Church finishes every 
prayer with the words: “Through Jesus Christ, Thy Son.” 
“Hitherto you have not asked anything in My Name.” The 
disciples had often prayed, but not hitherto in the Name of Jesus. 
Why was this? . . . Because it was impossible. Our Lord must 
first offer the sacrifice Himself upon the Cross, and return to His 
Father in heaven, before they could pray in His Name. Then, 
however, there were to be no more doubts and delays: “Ask, and 
you shall receive, that your joy may be full.” If you want any- 
thing, tell your Father about it in your prayers, and He will cer- 
tainly hear you, and so your soul will be filled with holy joy. 

2. Our Lord’s new method of instruction—These things I have 
spoken to you in proverbs. Why had our Lord spoken in proverbs 
or parables? He could not speak in any other way, for the disciples 
would in that case have understood nothing about the great and 
heavenly truths; as it was, their Master’s language often seemed 
to them obscure and unintelligible. They did not yet possess the 
light of the Holy Ghost, but all would be different after His com- 
ing. “The hour cometh when I will no more speak to you in 
proverbs, but will show you plainly of the Father.” When did this 
hour come? . . . Jesus meant: “When I speak to you through the 
Holy Ghost, a light will shine in your minds, so that you will under- 
stand all that I have told you about My Father.” How long will 
this light last? The Holy Ghost will always remain with the 
Church and she will always continue to teach by His help. 

3. The disciples’ new method of prayer.—With the coming of 
the Holy Ghost a new life was to begin for the disciples, a life 
not only of faith but also of prayer. “Jn that day you shall ask in 
My Name, and I say not to you that I will ask the Father for you.” 
After you have received the Holy Ghost, it will no longer be 
necessary for Me to ask favors for you; you can boldly ask the 
Father yourselves for what you want, and He will hear you. Why 
would the Father hear them? “The Father Himself loveth you, 
because you have loved Me, and have believed that I came out from 
God.” Faith and love unite us most closely with Christ; we are 
really His members ; we are His brothers and sisters, and so we are 
God’s children and favorites. The meaning is, briefly: The Father 
loves the Son, and the Son loves us, because we believe in Him 
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and love Him; consequently the Father also loves us and will hear 
our prayers. - 

4. Whence Christ came and whither He went.—Our Lord had 
now consoled His disciples, who must have been very happy when 
they heard all that their Divine Master said and promised. They 
were able then to hear a serious statement, and so He said to them 
plainly: “I came forth from the Father, and am come into the 
world; again I leave the world, and I go to the Father.’ Why did 
the Son of God come into the world? . . . He had accomplished 
His great work of redemption, and was going back to the Father, 
from whom He had come forth. Such was the holy Will of God, 
and the disciples were to submit to it humbly, and adore with faith 
His eternal decree. 

5. The disciples understand and believe-—What effect had these 
words of our Lord upon the disciples? All at once a ray of 
heavenly light seemed to penetrate the darkness of their minds, and 
with childlike joy they exclaimed: “Behold, now Thou speakest 
plainly, and speakest no proverb”; they had really understood their 
Master’s meaning, “Now we know that Thou knowest all things, 
and Thou needest not that any man should ask Thee.” During the 
whole evening they had wanted to ask our Lord why He was about 
to leave them, and where He was going, but their courage seems 
to have failed them. He, however, could read their hearts, and 
knew quite well what they wanted to ask. [Our Lord had really 
answered them twice already, once when He said: “A little while,” 
and again when He told them that it was expedient for them that 
He should leave them, but the disciples had not undeisiood Him 
before.] Now the statement was short and clear, and the disciples 
were astonished; they perceived that Jesus knew everything, and 
their faith was strengthened as they declared openly: “By this we 
believe that Thou camest forth from God.” At last they had 
properly understood their Divine Master. Might He not well say: 
“So long a time have I been with you, and have you not known 
Me?” (John xiv, 9). 

Questions for repetition.—How did Jesus teach the disciples and 
all of us to ask in His Name? . . . How does the Church comply 
with our Lord’s exhortation? . . . What difference was there in 
our Lord’s method of teaching before and after the coming of the 
Holy Ghost? ... What difference was there in the disciples’ 
method of prayer? . . . Why may we address our prayers directly 
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to God the Father? . . . How did Christ in a few words remove 
the doubts of His friends? . . . What effect had these words upon 
the faith and the feelings of the disciples? ... 

III. AppiicaTion: 1. Points for instruction—What truths of 
faith does this Gospel contain? ... (a) “If you ask the Father 
anything in My Name, He will give it you?” Whence does our 
prayer derive its power? ... Why may and ought we to pray 
with confidence? ... (b) “I came forth from the Father.” What 
is the relation of the three Divine Persons to one another? ... 
(c) “I leave the world and I go to the Father.” Yet Christ also 
said: “I am with you all days, even to the consummation of the 
world.” How long will Christ remain with His Church?... 
What is the Church in consequence of His abiding presence? .. . 
The Church is indestructible and infallible; what do those words 
mean? ... When does Christ speak through the Holy Ghost in 
the Church? ... Are the Pope’s decisions also infallible? ... 
(d) “Now we know that Thou knowest all things.” Jesus can 
read our hearts, and knows everything. What does that prove 
about the Person of Christ? . . . That Christ is truly God. We 
are always discovering this truth over and over again, and it is 
impossible for us to impress it deeply enough upon our hearts. 

2. Why has the Church chosen this Gospel to be read on this 
particular Sunday? ... Ascension day is close at hand. Our 
Saviour had been gradually preparing His disciples for His de- 
parture. First He said: “Do not be sad, I shall see you again”; 
then: “You ought to rejoice, for I will send you the Comforter,” 
and to-day: “When I am with My Father, you can ask anything 
in My Name, and it will be given you; therefore, be glad and ask 
God for what you want.” We, too, ought to prepare for our 
Lord’s departure, and to us, too, He says: “Be glad and ask!” 
This is the chief point in to-day’s teaching, the Good Shepherd is 
urging us to pray. An exhortation to prayer is a very suitable 
introduction to Rogation week. 

3. The practical lesson that we may learn is contained in the 
words: “Ask and you shall receive.” But we must ask in the 
name of Jesus, and with perfect confidence. We can ask best when 
we unite ourselves with Christ in the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
and still more if we become thoroughly one with Him in Holy 
Communion. These are most precious times of grace. 
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SUMMARY OF THE SUNDAYS AFTER EASTER 


On these five Sundays the Church brings before us the thought 

of Christ, the Good Shepherd. 

The Good Shepherd gathers His sheep together. 

The picture of the Good Shepherd. 

The Good Shepherd consoles His flock. 

The Good Shepherd promises to send the Holy Ghost, the 
Comforter. 

5. The Good Shepherd tells us to ask God for what we want. 
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THE SEASON OF PENTECOST 


Introduction—We are entering upon the third part of the 
ecclesiastical year, in which Pentecost is the chief festival. After 
our Lord’s Ascension the Apostles remained together, awaiting 
the coming of the Holy Ghost. “All these were persevering with 
one mind in prayer with the women, and Mary the Mother of 
Jesus” (Acts i, 14). We follow their example; the preparation 
for Pentecost lasts from our Lord’s Ascension to the eve of the 
great festival, and we continue to think of Pentecost to the end 
of the Church’s year. 

What significance has this season in the Church? .. . By dying 
on the Cross Christ merited all graces for us, but the distribution 
of them is the work of the Holy Ghost. So during this part of 
the year we think chiefly of the action of the Holy Ghost. 

What task is assigned to us Christians at this season? ... At 
Easter we rose again with Christ to a new life; now we have to 
bring this life to perfection. Through the Holy Ghost we ought 
to become “full of grace,” so that we may be ready for our Lord’s 
second coming. 





SUNDAY AFTER THE ASCENSION 


WITNESS FOR CHRIST 


Introduction—This Gospel is again taken from our Lord’s fare- 
well discourse. He foretells terrible things that will befall His 
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disciples ; the world will hate and persecute them. “If the world 
hate you, know you that it hath hated Me before you. .. . The 
servant is not greater than his Master. If they have persecuted 
Me, they will also persecute you.” To-day’s Gospel follows 
closely upon this prediction. 

I. GosPEL: John xv, 26; xvi, 4. 

1. Testimony of the Holy Ghost to Christ. 
2. Testimony of the Apostles to Christ. 

3. Christ foretells persecutions. 

4. Christ gives the reason of His prediction. 

II. ExpLanaTIon: 1. Testimony of the Holy Ghost.—The 
disciples were plainly alarmed when our Lord told them that they 
would be hated and persecuted. What must they have thought and 
said to one another? .. . “If they have not believed our Divine 
Master, in spite of having witnessed His miracles, how will they 
ever believe us? Our Lord quieted their fears by saying that the 
Holy Ghost would come and give testimony of Him. “When the 
Paraclete cometh, whom I will send you from the Father, the 
Spirit of Truth, who proceedeth from the Father, he shall give 
testimony of Me,’ How was the Holy Ghost to give testimony of 
Christ? . . . The Church was to grow rapidly through the action 
of the Apostles, who were the instruments of the Holy Ghost. 
. This wonderful extension of Christianity would cause many to 
believe Christ to be the Son of God, the long-promised Messias. 
In this way many would believe in Him through the testimony of 
the Holy Ghost. 

2. Testimony of the Apostles——“And you shall give testimony, 
because you are with Me from the beginning.” How were the 
. Apostles to give testimony? ... They were to preach Christ 
crucified all over the world, and lay down their lives for Him, and 
so bear witness to all men that He is the Son of God. They could 
bear witness to this fact, because they had been with Him con- 
stantly for three years, seeing and hearing all that He had done 
and said. Many would believe in Christ on the Apostles’ evidence. 
These were consoling promises, but our Saviour had not yet told 
His followers the whole of the painful truth, and so He returned 
to the subject. 

3. Christ foretells persecutions—“These things have I spoken 
to you that you may not be scandalized.” What had our Lord said 
to the disciples? . . . He had told them that the world would hate 
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and persecute them, but they were not to be dismayed. He had 
foretold these things expressly that they might not be scandalized, 
that is, that they might not be offended at Him, when all those 
troubles came upon them. 

The disciples were now prepared, and their Master went on to 
tell them the worst things that the future had in store for them: 
“They will put you out of the synagogues; yea, the hour cometh, 
that whosoever killeth you, will think that he doth a service to 
God.” What did our Lord mean by saying that they would be 
put out of the synagogues? ... He meant that they would be 
expelled from the Jewish community, and we read in the Acts of 
the Apostles that this was really done. Yes, it was regarded as a 
good deed to shed the blood of Christians. Think of St. Stephen’s 
death, and remember how completely Saul was blinded by mistaken 
zeal for God’s honor; he was like a wild beast thirsting for blood; 
but after his conversion, after he had ceased to be Saul and 
had become Paul, he fared in the same way, and was persecuted 
almost to death by men of his own race. This was a melancholy 
prospect for the disciples. Why were they to suffer so much? 
Our Lord told them the reason: “These things will they do to you, 
because they have not known the Father, nor Me.” 

The Jews did not believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and 
consequently they have gradually lost more and more of the true 
knowledge of God. Is not that an excuse for putting our Lord 
to death and for hating His followers? No, for they are to 
blame for their blindness, and so there is no excuse for them. 
What Christ then revealed to the disciples caused them a twofold 
sorrow—they were distressed on their own account and on that of 
their nation; for now they knew for certain that Israel would not 
believe and would not be converted. 

4. Christ gives the reason for His prediction—Our Saviour was 
plainly grieved at having to tell His friends all these things, so He 
tried to soothe their pain by saying: “These things I have told you, 
that when the hour shall come, you may remember that I told you 
of them.” He had previously not said anything of the kind to the 
Apostles; why had He not spoken? . . . He had been with them 
hitherto, but now He had to leave them. Also they would not 
have been able to bear such a prospect, and might perhaps have 
forsaken Him altogether, but now they were prepared and could 
endure the bitter truth. 
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Questions for repetition—To-day our Lord revealed something 
of the future; what did He tell His disciples? . . . What grain of 
comfort did He give them in His sorrowful prediction? . . . How 
was the Holy Ghost to give testimony to Christ? . . . How were 
the Apostles to do so? ... What would the Jews do in their 
hatred of the Apostles? . . . Why did the Jews hate our Lord and | 
His followers? . . . Why did our Saviour disclose to His friends 
the trials awaiting them in the future? ... 


III. AppiicaTIon: 1. Points for instruction—(a) How were 
our Lord’s promises fulfilled? Everything was literally fulfilled 
in the case of the Apostles, but the promises were to hold good for 
ever. Let us look back at the history of the Church. Our Lord 
said: “The Holy Ghost shall give testimony of Me, and you shall 
give testimony.” This took place on the feast of Pentecost, but it 
is still true, for the Church is always spreading through preaching 
and the action of the Holy Ghost. Think of the Catholic missions 
in Asia and America! Persecution has never ceased. In the early 
Church there were many false teachers, e. g., Arius, and later 
there was the so-called Reformation. At the present time the 
Church is being persecuted everywhere, everything conspires to 
overthrow it, but it will never be destroyed, for it is the work of 
God. The incessant persecutions prove clearly that the Catholic 
Church is the true Church of Christ, and that Christ is the Son of 
God. (b) It is remarkable that our Lord said: “The Holy Ghost 
proceedeth from the Father.” He proceeds equally from the Son; 
it must be so, for otherwise the Son could not send Him. From 
whom does the Holy Ghost proceed? ... What is His action 
upon the Church? ... 

2. Is this Gospel suitable for Ascensiontide? . . . Yes, because 
we are preparing for Pentecost. Our Saviour sums up in it very 
shortly the work of the Holy Ghost, and His words ought to arouse 
in our hearts true and firm confidence in the Holy Ghost. We ought 
to expect the coming of our heavenly guest, the Giver of grace, 
just as our Lady and the Apostles did. This is the chief point for 
us to notice to-day. We have very great need of the Holy Ghost, 
for the life of every true Christian is and always will be a life of 
sacrifice; he is often called upon to suffer something for his faith 
in Christ. But what does it matter if people laugh at us and despise 
us on account of our faith? Ridicule can do us no harm, but only 
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good. The Holy Ghost can and will make us strong enough to 
bear everything joyfully and in a Christian spirit. 

Let us therefore during the nine days before Pentecost unite in 
spirit with Mary and the Apostles, and say daily seven Our Fathers 
that we may obtain the gifts of the Holy Ghost. 

Let us now at once sing with heart and soul the hymn to the 
Holy Ghost: 

Come, Holy Ghost, Creator, come 
From Thy bright heavenly throne, 

Come, take possession of our souls, 
And make them all Thy own. 





PENTECOST 
THE GIFTS OF THE Hoty GHOST 


Introduction.—Christ rose from the dead on the third day. Did 
the disciples see Him after His Resurrection? . . . It is remarkable 
that He appeared only to His disciples, not to the people in general, 
and yet what excitement it would have caused if our Lord had sud- 
denly been seen walking about the streets of Jerusalem or standing 
in the Temple! No doubt then everyone would have believed in 
Him; but nothing of the sort occurred. Perhaps you want to know 
the reason. . . . One of the Apostles had asked our Saviour about 
it beforehand after the last Supper, when Jesus was uttering His 
farewell discourse, and had just said: “Yet a little while, and the 
world seeth Me no more, but you see Me; because I live and you 
shall live” (John xvi, 19). Then St. Jude, the brother of St. James 
(not Judas Iscariot), said: “Lord, how is it that Thou wilt mani- 
fest Thyself to us and not to the world?” The Gospel that we read 
to-day contains our Lord’s answer to this question. 

I. GosPeL: John xiv, 23-31. 

This is not an easy Gospel to understand, and we must divide it 
up and consider each part separately before we can see how it re- 
lates as a whole to the gifts of the Holy Ghost. 

1. God’s abiding presence in the soul. 
2. Knowledge of God through the Holy Ghost. 
3. Peace in Christ. 
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4. Joy with Christ. 
5. The “prince of this world” opposed to Christ. 

II. EXPLANATION: 1. God’s abiding presence in the soul._—In 
answer to St. Jude’s question, our Lord said: “Jf any one love Me, 
he will keep My word, and My Father will love him and we will 
come to him and will make our abode with him. He that loveth 
Me not keepeth not My words.” At first sight this passage seems 
difficult. How many things did our Lord say about the man who 
loves Him? .. . Four things, but of the man who does not love 
Him, only one: “He keepeth not My words.” It is easy, however, 
to supply the other three statements from what has gone before. 
. . . Jesus said first: “If any one love Me, he will keep My word, 
and My Father will love him.” So in the second case He meant: 
“He that loveth Me not keepeth not My words, and My Father will 
not love him, and we will not come to him, and will not make our 
abode with him.” Have you discovered what it all means? Why 
would Jesus show Himself to the Apostles in His glorified body? 
. . . Because they had loved Him when He was still in His mortal 
body. Why did He not allow the world to see Him in His glorified 
body? . . . Because the world had not loved Him. That is the test 
which will be applied to us all. What must we do if we want to see 
Jesus in His glory in heaven? . . . We must believe in and love 
Him in this world. Why did not our Lord after His Resurrection 
allow the Jews to see Him? . . . Because they did not deserve it. 
But if He had appeared to them, they would have been obliged to 
believe in Him; they could not have done otherwise. . . . Yes, but 
if faith were made £9 easy that people could not help believing, they 
would not deserve any reward, far less that God should dwell in 
their souls and that they should behold Him in heaven. What did 
our Lord say to St. Thomas? . . . “Blessed are they that have not 
seen and have believed.” We have to earn our heavenly reward 
by means of humble faith. In believing the words of Christ, we are 
believing God Himself, for Jesus said: “The word which you have 
heard is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.” Faith is one of 
the gifts of the Holy Ghost, so it belongs properly to Pentecost. 

2. Knowledge of God through the Holy Ghost.—These words 
and those preceding them were not very intelligible to the disciples, 
who felt some amount of uneasiness in consequence; but our Lord 
reassured them, telling them that they would afterwards under- 
stand whatever seemed to them then dark and difficult. How was 
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the light to come to them? ... “But the Paraclete, the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father will send in My Name, He will teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your mind, whatsoever I shall 
have said to you.” Through the Holy Ghost the Apostles were 
to learn the whole truth; He would instruct them. This shows us 
plainly that everything in Holy Scripture relating to our Lord’s 
life and doctrines must be true, for everything was written by the 
help of the Holy Ghost, who is the Spirit of Truth. 

3. Peace in Christ.—Just before in the words “These things 
have I spoken to you, abiding with you,” our Lord had hinted that 
He would soon leave his disciples ; now He returned to that thought 
and said: “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you.” 
As long as He was with them they enjoyed the sweetness of peace, 
and this was to remain with them after Jesus had gone from them. 
What a precious inheritance! It was a reflection of the everlasting 
peace of heaven. “Not as the world giveth do I give unto you.” 
The world can only desire peace, but Jesus can really give it. The 
peace offered us by the world is not true peace at all, but what 
Jesus gives is the peace of God within our souls; where it exists 
it is a comfort in sorrow and joy in sadness. Our Lord told us 
this Himself. What were His words? ... “Let not your heart be 
troubled, nor let it be afraid.” When did the Apostles receive 
this peace in all its fulness? ... At Pentecost. This heavenly 
peace is one of the best gifts of the Holy Ghost, and a token of 
His love. 

4. Joy with Christ—If the disciples thought that they would 
soon lose their Master and be left alone, might they not well be 
sad? ... “No,” said Jesus: “J go away and I come unto you.” 
Why should you mourn? You have reason for rejoicing rather 
than for lamenting. Why? Because I am going to enter the glory 
of My Father. In what words did our Lord say this to the 
disciples? . . . “If you loved Me, you would indeed be glad, be- 
cause I go to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.” How 
could Jesus say: “The Father is greater than I,” when at another 
time He had said: “I and My Father are one”? How do these 
two sayings agree? ... There are two natures in Christ, and 
the former saying refers to His human, the latter to His Divine 
nature. He was about, as Son of Man, to enter into the glory of 
the Father. “And now I have told you before it come to pass, 
that when it shall come to pass you may believe.’ When the 
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disciples no longer saw their Divine Master, they were to believe 
Him to be with His Father in heaven. This belief would banish 
all sorrow from their hearts and fill them with holy joy. 

5. The prince of this world opposed to Christ—Satan himself 
was about to assail Christ and tempt Him in His agony. The devil 
was employing Judas and his confederates as his instruments, and 
during that very night our Lord would fall into their hands. Yet 
He said: “In Me he hath not anything,” meaning: “The devil cannot 
take away My life; he has no power at all over Me; but I am laying 
down My life out of love and obedience to My heavenly Father.” 

III. AppLicaTion: 1. Points for instruction—(a) Who is the 
Holy Ghost? . . . From whom does the Holy Ghost proceed? .. . 
(b) Jesus said of the Holy Ghost: “He will teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your mind, whatsoever I shall have said to 
you.” How do we know that the Catholic Church is infallible? 
.. . Why is it called the infallible Church? ... 

2. You may feel surprised that to-day’s Gospel tells us nothing 
about the descent of the Holy Ghost. What is the reason? ... 
The Gospels contain no account of it, but we read it in the epistle 
taken from the Acts of the Apostles. (Let us read the epistle for 
to-day.) But what has this Gospel to do with Pentecost? ... 
In it we read the promise that was fulfilled at Pentecost, when the 
Holy Ghost came down to abide with the Apostles, and with Him 
came also the Father and the Son. The Holy Ghost enlightened 
the Apostles and made them understand what Christ had taught 
them; He also brought them Divine peace, so that they could bear 
anything with joy. Therefore the epistle tells us of the miraculous 
descent of the Holy Ghost, and the Gospel of His gifts. 

3. The Holy Ghost dwells in every one of you, so that each of 
your hearts is a little kingdom of heaven. Do you see now how 
high a dignity every Christian possesses? But listen to St. Paul’s 
warnings: “Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God” (Eph. iv, 30), and: 
“Extinguish not the Spirit” (I. Thess. v, 19). You grieve the Holy 
Spirit by every venial sin that you commit, and you extinguish 
Him by a single mortal sin. Do you want to treat the Holy Ghost 
so badly? Will you grieve Him and drive Him out of His sanctu- 
ary in your hearts? If ever you have done so, you ought to-day to 
ask forgiveness, and implore the Holy Ghost to come back and 
take up His abode with you. 








PASTORAL PART 


ANALECTA 


NEW DECREES AND DECISIONS OF THE HOLY FATHER 


AND THE ROMAN CONGREGATIONS 


From the Acts of Pius X. 


A motu proprio by which the Consultors of the Congre- 
gation of Rites are to be divided into two classes, one for 
voting on causes of beatification and canonization, the 
other for matters dealing with liturgy and the relics of 
the Saints. 

The Sodality of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus is enriched with many indulgences on the occasion 
of the fiftieth anniversary of its foundation. 


From the Holy Office. 


The indulgences for the forty hours’ exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, granted by Pius IX., are again con- 
ceded. 

With the permission of the Ordinary, it is allowable to 
interrupt the exposition during the night without forfeiting 
the indulgences. 

All indulgences attached to prayers or exercises public 
or private other than those granted by Pius IX. and Pius 
VII. are revoked. 

Where the Exposition continues for a month, even when 
discontinued during the night, the faithful under the usual 
conditions may gain a plenary indulgence once a week, 
and seven years and seven quarantines for each visit. 

The same partial indulgence can be gained for every 
visit to the Blessed Sacrament publicly exposed. All these 
indulgences are applicable to the souls in purgatory. 


From the Congregation of the Index. 
All the works of Maurice Maeterlinck are condemned. 
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From the Congregation of Rites. 

The Congregation decides that all the ceremonies are 
to be used in the administration of Baptism given in a 
private house, with the permission of the Bishop outside 
of a case of necessity. 

On the Feast of the Dedication of All Churches every 
consecrated church must celebrate the Feast of its own 
dedication. 





CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 
A WITNESS IN COURT WITHHOLDING FACTS 


Titus is charged with Arson. As a matter of fact he has de- 
stroyed by fire the house of Louis, who had refused to be black- 
mailed and was in consequence made to suffer the loss of his prop- 
erty. Mary, to whom Titus is engaged to be married, has certain 
knowledge of the crime. Titus told it to her in a spirit of boasting. 
On the witness stand, and under oath, Mary is questioned as to her 
knowledge, and she stoutly claims ignorance of the event under in- 
vestigation. This she does because of a well grounded fear that 
Titus would take revenge for betrayal by an act of physical violence. 
Moreover, should he be sent to prison, her marriage would be 
abandoned. Is she justified in her denial? 

Answer—tIn a public court the common good demands that 
every witness shall speak the truth. The obligation of obedience to 
legitimate authority calls for such an avowal. More than this, the 
oath which those in the witness box must take, invests all testimony 
thus given with a religious value, and hence any infraction of the 
truth would be a sin against the virtue of religion. Finally, com- 
mutative justice renders the truth imperative, and as a result a lying 
witness would be obliged to restitution, should he inflict any loss by 
reason of his mendacious testimony. But all theologians hold that 
a witness, even when bound by oath in open court, may be excused 
from telling the truth outright under certain well defined condi- 
tions. Also the civil law, for instance, allows a witness to hide 
the truth when direct avowal would tend to incriminate himself. 
In some cases it even refuses to accept a confession of guilt, though 
affirmed by oath. Again, the law allows particular, confidential 
communications, those for instance between physician and patient, 
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between priest and penitent, to be withheld from knowledge, on the 
ground of public expediency. So in Canon law a witness may be 
excused from telling all he knows, if what he knows comes to him 
as a secretum commissum, or if, from testimony demanded from 
him under oath, he has reason to fear more than ordinary harm to 
his reputation, to his goods, or violent, physical harm to his person. 

The amount of such harm must be weighed against the harm 
coming to the community, or to a third party, by reason of the re- 
fusal to divulge what one knows to be true. In the case before us 
we do not deem that Titus could do such grave harm, because his 
conviction would mean a very long residence in jail, and hence the 
probability of vengeance would be slight. 

Should he escape conviction, or receive only a short sentence, 
then, undoubtedly, Mary would have grave reason to fear for her 
personal safety. In this circumstance she would be justified in 
refusing to divulge her knowledge, for to do so would be to risk her 
own life. 

Her concealing the facts does no positive harm to a third party, 
or to the state, while it does protect her from any serious bodily 
and mental evil. On the other hand, mere friendship, however 
close, would by no means free her from the necessity of telling the 
truth, and the whole truth, at the judicial investigation. We are 
of the opinion that her marriage engagement would excuse her 
from giving the sought after testimony. We hold this for two 
reasons: First, because under such circumstances her knowledge 
was. gained sub secreto commissio, and, secondly, to divulge what 
she knows would work a more serious harm to her than the refusal 
to testify would work to the state or to the individual. Hence she 
is not guilty of perjury, at least canonically, and consequently she 
is not bound to restitution in any sense or to any one, for by her 
just refusal she has not violated commutative justice. 





